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CLEVELAND,  OHIO 


PHASE  II 

GENERAL  DESIGN  MEMORANDUM 


APPENDIX  B 


ALTERNATIVE  STUDIES 


SECTION  A 
INTRODUCTION 


Bl.  Study  Area.  Big  Creek  watershed,  an  area  of  roughly  38  square 
miles,  is  located  in  northeastern  Ohio,  wholly  within  Cuyahoga  County. 
It  Includes  the  cities  of  Parma  Heights  and  Brooklyn;  sizeable  tracts 
of  the  cities  of  North  Royalton,  Parma,  Brook  Park,  and  Cleveland; 
and  a  small  tract  of  the  city  of  Middleburg  Heights. 

B2.  At  the  project  site.  Big  Creek  lies  within  the  Erie  Plain  of  the 
Central  Lowland  Physiographic  Province.  The  Erie  Plain  is  character¬ 
ized  by  somewhat  rolling  topography  which  slopes  regionally  to  the 
northwest.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  project  site.  Big  Creek  has  deeply 
disected  the  regional  topography,  providing  local  relief  of  up  to  125  feet. 
Along  most  of  its  exposed  length,  Big  Creek  flows  over  a  shale  bed¬ 
rock  surface.  In  places,  small  bedrock  riffles  and  pools  have  formed. 

At  other  places ,  the  bedrock  is  covered  by  a  thin  veneer  of  platy  shale 
gravel.  Outcrops  of  bedrock  occur  through  the  Big  Creek  valley.  Bed¬ 
rock  within  the  project  site  consists  predominantly  of  soft,  blue-grey 
shale.  The  shale  represents  a  portion  of  the  Chagrin  Formation  of 
Devonian  Age.  Erosion  and  downcutting  of  Big  Creek  has  removed  all 
trace  of  glacial  deposits  within  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  project 
site.  Most  of  the  soil  cover  within  the  Big  Creek  watershed  has  been 
reworked  by  the  activities  of  man.  Natural  soils  remaining  are  pre¬ 
dominantly  fluvial  or  floodplain  soils.  Subsoils  are  principally  clay, 
silt,  and  sand;  surface  soils  are  generally  silty  loams. 

B3.  Big  Creek  flows  about  15  miles  from  its  source  to  the  Cuyahoga 
River,  dropping  roughly  640  feet.  Principal  waterways  of  Big  Creek 


watershed  are  generally  adequate  to  conduct  high  runoff;  however,  the 
Big  Creek  channel  in  the  City  of  Cleveland  is  inadequate. 


B4.  The  climate  of  the  watershed  is  moderate  and  humid.  Average 
monthly  temperatures  range  from  approximately  27°F  in  January  to  71°F 
in  July.  Thunderstorms  are  frequent.  The  watershed  receives  roughly 
30  inches  of  precipitation  annually,  including  approximately  51  inches 
of  snow. 

B5.  Water  resources  of  the  watershed  include  ground  and  surface 
water  supplies.  Groundwater  supplies  are  plentiful.  Surface  water 
supplies  include  numerous  small  ponds.  Nevertheless,  most  water 
used  in  the  watershed  is  drawn  from  Lake  Erie. 

B6.  Natural  flora  of  the  watershed  include  small  stands  of  beech, 
maple  and  oak.  Natural  fauna  of  the  watershed  include  low  quality 
fish  and  small  terrestrial  wildlife.  Among  these  are  raccoon  and  ruffed 
grouse . 

B7.  Previous  Studies.  Rrevious  studies  on  the  Big  Creek  Flood 
C ontrol  Project  include: 

a.  Big  Creek  Watershed,  Cleveland,  Ohio-Flood  Protection- 
General  Design  Memorandum-Fhase  I  (Reference  Bl).  The 
Selected  Plan  from  the  Phase  I  General  Design  Memorandum 
is  described  in  Section  B. 

b.  Big  Creek  Watershed,  Cleveland,  Ohio-Flood  Protection- 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  (Reference  B2). 

c.  Report  on  Benthic,  Bird  and  Mammal  Fauna,  Terrestrial 
Vegetation  and  Habitat  Evaluation  of  a  section  of  Big  Creek, 
Cleveland,  Ohio  (Reference  B3). 

d.  Fishery  Survey,  Big  Creek,  Cleveland,  Ohio  (Reference  B4). 

e.  A  Cultural  Resources  Reconnaissance  Level  Literature 
Search  and  Records  Review  for  the  Big  Creek  Improvement 
Project,  Cleveland,  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio  (Reference  B5). 

B8.  Purpose ,  Scope .  and  Criteria .  The  purpose  of  these  alterna¬ 
tive  studies  is  to  determine  the  least-cost  and  overall  optimal  develop¬ 
ment  concept  of  the  principal  features  of  the  Big  Creek  Flood  Control 
Rroject.  The  basic  concept  of  the  flood  control  project  has  been  estab¬ 
lished  and  is  presented  in  the  Phase  I  General  Design  Memorandum 
(GDM),  dated  August  1977.  The  selected  flood  control  plan  presented 
In  the  Phase  I  GDM  has  been  approved  by  both  the  North  Central  Divi¬ 
sion  (NCD)  and  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  (OCE).  These  alter¬ 
native  studies  will  include  a  study  of  the  alignments  and  grades  of  the 
floodway  channel ,  modified  channel,  diversion  channel,  and  the 
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relocated  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  mainline  and  spurilne.  These 
alternative  studies  will  also  Include  a  study  of  Individual  features  of 
the  project.  These  studies  will  not  Include  consideration  for  alter¬ 
natives  to  the  basic  concept  as  presented  in  the  Phase  I  GDM.  Each 
alternative  considered  shall  be  technically  feasible  in  that  it  shall 
meet  the  hydraulic  and  structural  criteria  established  for  the  project. 
Also,  each  alternative  shall  meet  the  environmental  and  aesthetic  ob¬ 
jectives  of  the  project.  For  each  individual  feature,  the  main  hydrau¬ 
lic  criteria  to  be  met  is  that  the  established  hydraulics  of  the  project 
will  not  be  substantially  affected  by  the  alternative.  That  is,  the 
water  surface  profile  for  the  alternative  will  essentially  be  the  same 
as  established  in  the  Phase  I  GDM.  Generally,  for  individual  features, 
these  studies  will  be  limited  to  type  of  construction  materials  used 
and/or  combinations  thereof  to  arrive  at  the  most  economical  means 
of  construction.  The  geometry  of  certain  features  will  be  studied  to 
determine  if  there  is  a  more  economical  design. 


B3 


v  tT 


SECTION  B 


PHASE  I  GDM  SELECTED  PLAN 


B9.  Description.  The  Phase  I  GDM  selected  plan  Is  shown  on 
Plate  Bl.  The  main  features  of  the  flood  protection  measures  would 
consist  of  a  floodway  channel,  a  diversion  channel,  and  reaches  of 
modified  channel.  Associated  with  the  project  would  be  the  reloca¬ 
tion  of  a  mainline  and  spurline  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad. 

Two  railroad  bridges  would  be  required,  one  on  the  relocated  mainline 
and  one  on  the  relocated  spurline.  The  project  would  extend  from  near 
the  inlet  of  the  two-barrel  park-zoo  conduit,  upstream  from  the  Fulton 
Parkway  bridge,  to  near  the  downstream  side  of  Protector  Products, 
downstream  from  the  West  25th  Street  bridge. 

BIO.  The  floodway  would  extend  4,250  feet  from  near  the  existing 
channel  In  Brookside  Park  to  the  existing  channel,  as  modified,  up¬ 
stream  from  the  West  25th  Street  bridge.  It  would  include  a  chute,  a 
staged  channel,  and  associated  works.  The  chute  would  drop  flow 
roughly  13  feet  overland  from  Brookside  Park  to  the  Cleveland  Zoo.  A 
transition  would  be  provided  at  the  inlet  of  the  chute  to  receive  flood 
flow  from  the  park  and  to  protect  against  erosion.  Both  the  transition 
and  chute  would  be  constructed  of  reinforced  concrete .  The  chute 
would  extend  from  this  transition  300  feet  to  another  transition  near 
the  downstream  side  of  Fulton  Parkway  bridge,  and  it  would  have  a 
rectangular  flow  section  130  feet  wide,  varying  in  depth  from  5  feet 
at  its  inlet  to  9  feet  at  its  outlet.  Its  bottom  surface  would  be  at  the 
existing  ground  surface  near  its  inlet,  and  it  would  be  roughly  4.5  feet 
below  the  existing  surface  at  its  outlet.  The  transition  at  the  outlet 
of  the  chute  would  be  constructed  of  reinforced  concrete.  It  would 
change  the  flow  section  from  rectangular  to  trapezoidal  with  IV  on 
2.5H  side  slopes  and  decrease  the  floodway  bottom  width  from  130  to 
100  feet.  Kinetic  energy  of  flow  delivered  by  the  chute  would  be  main¬ 
ly  dissipated  in  a  hydraulic  jump  formed  in  this  transition.  A  riprapped 
reach  of  channel  would  be  provided  at  the  outlet  of  the  transition  to 
protect  against  erosion.  Roads  now  passing  through  the  site  would  be 
marked  on  the  surfaces  of  the  chute  and  transitions  with  paint  or  sim¬ 
ilar  means.  Ramps  would  be  provided  in  the  sides  of  the  outlet  tran¬ 
sition  to  enable  access  to  Brookside  Park  Drive  and  the  Cleveland 
Zoo  from  John  Nagy  Boulevard. 

Bll.  The  upper  channel  of  the  floodway  would  extend  from  the  rip- 
rapped  reach  at  the  outlet  of  the  transition  roughly  600  feet  to  a  rip- 
rapped  transition  near  where  the  channel  would  cross  the  existing 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  mainline .  This  upper  channel  would  be 
constructed  in  cut  and  fill.  Its  bottom  portion  would  be  excaved  rough¬ 
ly  4.5  feet  deep  in  soil;  its  sides  would  be  filled  roughly  4.5  feet 
above  the  existing  ground  surface.  The  entire  channel  would  be 


vegetated  with  grass  to  protect  against  erosion.  The  riprapped  transi¬ 
tion  at  the  outlet  of  the  upper  channel  would  change  the  flow  section 
from  trapezoidal  to  rectangular  and  decrease  the  floodway  bottom  width 
from  100  to  80  feet.  A  drop  structure  (1)  would  be  provided  at  the  outlet 
of  the  transition  to  drop  flow  8.5  feet  to  a  middle  channel  of  the  flood¬ 
way.  The  drop  structure  would  have  a  stilling  basin  to  dissipate  flow 
energy.  Both  the  drop  structure  and  stilling  basin  would  be  constructed 
of  reinforced  concrete.  Another  riprapped  transition  would  be  provided 
at  the  outlet  of  the  stilling  basin  to  change  the  flow  section  from  rec¬ 
tangular  to  trapezoidal  with  IV  on  2.5H  side  slopes  and  decrease  the 
floodway  bottom  width  from  80  to  70  feet. 

B12.  The  middle  channel  of  the  floodway  would  extend  from  this 
transition  roughly  1,300  feet  to  another  riprapped  transition.  It  would 
be  excavated  in  soil,  roughly  10  feet  deep,  and  would  be  vegetated 
with  grass  to  protect  against  erosion.  The  riprapped  transition  at  the 
outlet  of  the  middle  channel  would  change  the  flow  section  from  trape¬ 
zoidal  to  rectangular  and  increase  the  bottom  width  to  80  feet.  A  drop 
structure  would  be  provided  at  the  outlet  of  this  transition  to  drop  flow 
8.5  feet  to  the  lower  channel  of  the  floodway.  The  drop  structure  would 
have  a  stilling  basin  to  dissipate  flow  energy.  Both  the  drop  structure 
and  stilling  basin  would  be  constructed  of  reinforced  concrete.  A  rip¬ 
rapped  transition  would  be  provided  at  the  outlet  of  the  stilling  basin 
to  change  the  flow  section  from  rectangular  to  trapezoidal  with  IV  on 
2.5H  side  slope. 

B13 .  The  lower  channel  of  the  floodway  would  extend  from  this 
transition  roughly  1,000  feet  to  the  existing  channel,  as  modified, 
roughly  350  feet  upstream  from  the  West  25th  Street  bridge.  It  would  be 
excavated  roughly  1 1  feet  deep  in  soil ,  and  would  be  vegetated  with 
grass  to  protect  against  erosion. 

B14.  The  diversion  channel  would  extend  1,110  feet  from  the  ex¬ 
isting  channel,  as  modified,  roughly  140  feet  upstream  from  the  West  25th 
Street  bridge,  to  the  existing  channel  roughly  300  feet  downstream 
from  Protector  Products .  This  reach  would  include  two  open  channel 
segments,  one  rectangular,  the  other  trapezoidal.  The  rectangular 
channel  segment  would  be  provided  between  piers  of  the  West  25th 
Street  bridge  to  take  full  advantage  of  available  width  there.  A  rip¬ 
rapped  transition  would  be  provided  at  the  inlet  of  this  rectangular 
segment  to  change  the  flow  section  from  trapezoidal  and  decrease  the 
channel  bottom  width  from  90  feet  to  60  feet.  The  rectangular  segment 
would  be  constructed  of  reinforced  concrete.  It  would  extend  100  feet 
from  the  riprapped  transition  upstream  from  the  bridge  to  another  rip¬ 
rapped  transition  downstream.  It  would  be  60  feet  wide  and  17  feet 
deep.  A  low-crest  weir  would  be  provided  at  its  inlet  so  that  low  flows 
would  continue  to  pass  entirely  within  the  existing  channel.  The  weir 

(1)  Referred  to  as  drop  spillway  in  the  Phase  I  GDM. 
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crest  would  be  2  feet  above  the  adjacent  existing  channel  bottom,  as 
modified.  The  riprapped  transition  provided  at  the  outlet  of  this  rec¬ 
tangular  segment  would  change  the  flow  section  from  rectangular  to 
trapezoidal  with  IV  on  2H  side  slopes,  and  decrease  the  channel  bot¬ 
tom  width  from  60  to  50  feet.  The  trapezoidal  channel  segment  would 
extend  830  feet  from  this  transition  downstream  to  the  existing  channel. 

It  would  be  excavated  roughly  15  feet  deep  in  soil  and  rock.  Its  bot¬ 
tom  portion  would  be  In  soft  shale  and  its  sides,  above  rock,  would  be 
riprapped  to  protect  against  erosion. 

BIS.  A  riprapped  transition  would  be  provided  at  the  outlet  of  the 
two-barrel  park-zoo  conduit  to  protect  against  erosion.  The  floodplain 
adjacent  to  the  existing  channel  within  the  zoo  would  be  filled,  as  need¬ 
ed,  to  depths  of  2  feet  to  protect  against  flooding. 

B16.  The  existing  channel  from  the  outlet  of  the  three-barrel  zoo 
conduit  to  the  West  25th  Street  bridge  would  be  modified.  A  transition 
would  be  provided  at  the  outlet  of  the  three -barrel  conduit  to  dissipate 
flow  energy  and  change  the  flow  section  from  rectangular  to  trapezoidal 
with  IV  on  2H  side  slopes.  It  would  be  constructed  of  reinforced  con¬ 
crete.  From  the  transition  downstream  1,530  feet  to  the  outlet  of  the 
floodway,  the  existing  channel  would  be  cleared,  snagged,  and  shaped 
to  improve  its  capacity.  The  existing  channel  is  generally  30  feet  wide. 
This  width  would  be  provided  throughout  this  reach.  From  the  outlet  of 
the  floodway  downstream  230  feet  to  the  inlet  of  the  diversion  near  the 
West  25th  Street  bridge,  the  existing  channel  would  be  cleared,  snag¬ 
ged,  and  widened  roughly  55  feet  to  provide  a  channel  90  feet  wide  with 
capacity  to  pass  the  combined  flows  of  the  existing  channel,  as  modi¬ 
fied,  and  the  floodway.  Both  reaches  of  modified  channel  adjacent  to 
Brookslde  Industrial  Park  would  be  constructed  in  soil  and  rock.  Those 
portions  of  both  reaches  in  soil  would  be  riprapped  to  protect  against 
erosion . 

B17.  A  mainline  and  spurline  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
would  be  relocated  to  provide  room  for  the  project.  The  mainline  would 
be  relocated  to  more  closely  follow  the  Norfolk  and  Western  line  north 
of  it,  from  530  feet  east  of  Fulton  Parkway  to  roughly  800  feet  east  of 
West  25th  Street.  Presently,  these  two  lines  pass  through  separate 
arches  of  the  West  25th  Street  bridge.  The  mainline  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad  would  be  relocated  through  the  same  arch  used  for 
the  Norfolk  and  Western  line  so  that  the  second  arch  could  be  used  for 
the  diversion.  A  new  bridge  would  be  provided  across  the  existing  chan¬ 
nel.  The  spurline  presently  serving  Brookslde  Industrial  Park  passes 
through  this  second  arch.  It  would  be  replaced  essentially  along  its 
present  alignment  and  over  a  new  bridge  across  the  rectangular  segment 
of  diversion.  A  linear  description  of  the  floodway,  diversion,  and  mod¬ 
ified  channels  is  presented  in  Tables  B1  and  B2.  These  tables  are  taken 
directly  from  the  Phase  I  GDM.  Table  B1  is  Table  12  in  the  Phase  I 
GDM  and  Table  B2  is  Table  13  in  the  Phase  I  GDM.  The  station  desig¬ 
nation  in  these  tables  is  not  exactly  the  same  as  that  being  used  for 
these  alternative  studies . 
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TABLE  B1 

Linear  Description  of  Phase  I  GDM  Floodway/Diversion  (1) 
(Note:  Table  12  in  Phase  I  GDM) 


Station  : _ Item _ ; _ :  Length  (ft) 

Floodwav 


118  +  30  (2) 

Inlet  of  floodway 

Concrete-lined  transition 

50 

117  +  80 

Chute 

300 

114  +  80 

Concrete-lined  transition 

200 

112  +  80 

Riprapped  channel 

100 

111  +  80 

Upper  channel 

600 

105  +  80 

Riprapped  transition 

200 

103  +  80 

8.5-foot  drop  spillway 

Stilling  basin 

50 

103  +  30 

Riprapped  transition 

150 

101  +  80 

Middle  channel 

1,300 

88  +  80 

Riprapped  transition 

100 

87  +  80 

8.5-foot  drop  spillway 

Stilling  basin 

50 

87  +  30 

Riprapped  transition 

150 

85  +  80 

Lower  channel 

1,000 

75  +  80 

Outlet  of  floodway 

Subtotal 

4,250 

Modified  Channel 

Adjacent  to  Brookside  Industrial  Park 


75  +  80 

:  Outlet  of  floodway 

:  Modified  channel 

:  230 

73  _  50 

:  Inlet  of  diversion 

Subtotal 


230 


TABLE  B1  cont'd 


Station 

Item 

Lenath  (ft) 

Diversion 

73  +  50 

Inlet  of  diversion 

Riprapped  transition 

140 

72  +  10 

Concrete  channel 

100 

71  +  10 

Riprapped  transition 

40 

70  +  70 

Riprapped  channel 

830 

62  +  40 

Outlet  of  diversion 

Subtotal 

1,110 

Total 

5,590 

(1)  This  description  is  of  Items  along  the  centerline  of  the  flood¬ 
way/diversion  (including  the  intervening  reach  of  modified  chan¬ 
nel)  from  the  inlet  of  the  floodway  to  the  outlet  of  the  diversion. 


(2)  This  station  is  common  (in  plan)  to  the  existing  channel  and 
floodway/diversion.  The  designation  of  this  station  for  the  exist¬ 
ing  channel  is  118+30.  For  simplicity,  this  was  used  for  the 
floodway/diversion  also.  Designations  of  all  succeeding  stations 
along  the  existing  channel  and  floodway/diversion  are  unrelated. 
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TABLE  B2 


tear  Description  of  Phase  I  GDM  Modified  Channels 
Associated  with  Floodway/Di  vers  ion  (1) 

(Note:  Table  13  in  Phase  I  GDM) 


Station 

Item 

Lenath  (ft) 

Modified  Channel 
in  Cleveland  Zoo 

115  +  50 

114  +  50 

105  +  50 

Outlet  of  2 -barrel  conduit 
Riprapped  transition 

Existing  channel 

100 

900 

Subtotal 

1,000 

Three-Barrel 

Zoo  Conduit 

105  +  50 

90  +  50 

Existing  3-barrel  conduit 

1,500 

Subtotal 

1,500 

Modified  Channel 

Ad  la  cent  to 

Brookside  Industrial  Park 


90  +  50 

Concrete-lined  transition 

100 

89  +  50 

Modified  channel 

1,530 

74  +  20 

Outlet  of  floodway 

Modified  channel 

230 

71  +  90 

Inlet  of  diversion 

Subtotal 

1,860 

Total 

4,360 

(1)  This  description  Is  of  items  along  the  centerline  of  modified 
channels  (including  the  intervening  reach  of  existing  channel  in 
Cleveland  Zoo  and  the  three-barrel  zoo  conduit)  from  the  outlet 
of  the  two-barrel  park-zoo  conduit  to  the  inlet  of  the  diversion. 
(See  Table  Bl.) 

(2)  All  station  designations  correspond  to  those  of  the  existing 
channel. 
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SECTION  C 


ALIGNMENT  STUDIES 


B18.  General.  Since  completion  of  the  Phase  I  GDM,  revisions 
to  the  alignments  of  the  main  features  of  the  project  were  made.  The 
main  features  include  the  floodway  channel,  diversion  channel,  mod¬ 
ified  channel,  and  relocated  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  mainline  and 
spurline.  Basically,  these  revisions  were  necessary  because  of  a  com¬ 
bination  of  factors,  which  include:  (1)  the  results  of  the  subsurface 
exploration  program,  (2)  the  use  of  a  current  topographic  map  for  the 
project  site,  (3)  the  need  to  satisfy  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
criteria,  and  (4)  conflicts  between  project  features  and  existing  struc¬ 
tures.  Revisions  to  the  alignments  of  the  main  features  inturn  affect 
some  of  the  individual  project  features.  The  effects  on  the  individual 
features  are  discussed  in  subsequent  paragraphs. 

B19.  Phase  I  GDM  Alignments.  The  main  features  of  the  Phase  I 
GDM  selected  plan  are  shown  on  Plate  B1 .  A  United  States  Geological 
Survey  (USGS)  topographic  map  with  20-foot  contour  intervals  was 
used  in  the  Phase  I  GDM  studies.  These  alternative  studies  are  bas¬ 
ed  on  a  current  topographic  map  with  a  scale  of  1  inch  =  50  feet  and 
1-foot  contour  intervals.  This  current  topographic  map  was  compiled 
by  photogrammetric  methods  from  aerial  photography  taken  April  1977 
with  revisions  based  on  aerial  photography  taken  July  1978.  The 
main  change  in  the  topography  between  the  April  1977  map  and  the 
revised  July  1978  map  was  in  the  trash  pile  area  at  the  right  side  of 
the  diversion  channel. 

B20.  April  1978  Alignment  Study.  ftlor  to  the  subsurface  explora¬ 
tion  program,  Gannett  Fleming  Corddry  and  Carpenter,  Inc. ,  (GFCC) 
laid  out  temporary  alignments  for  the  floodway  channel,  diversion 
channel,  modified  channel,  and  relocated  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
mainline  and  spurline.  In  order  to  accomplish  this,  cross  sections 
were  plotted  throughout  the  entire  reach  of  the  project.  Also,  profiles 
along  the  centerlines  of  the  floodway  and  diversion  channels  were 
plotted.  The  grades  and  sections  were  based  on  the  Phase  I  GDM 
selected  plan.  The  alignments  and  cross  sections  of  the  relocated 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  mainline  and  spur  line  were  based  on  pre¬ 
liminary  criteria.  At  the  time  of  the  April  1978  alignment  study,  final 
criteria  for  the  relocated  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  mainline  and 
spurline  was  not  available.  The  alignment  of  the  relocated  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad  mainline  was  positioned  as  close  as  possible  to 
the  Norfolk  and  Western  Railroad  located  adjacent  to  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad  mainline.  The  floodway  channel  alignment  was 
positioned  as  close  as  possible  to  the  alignment  of  the  relocated 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  mainline.  The  alignments  of  the  modified 
channel  and  relocated  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  spurline  were  basi¬ 
cally  in  the  same  position  as  in  the  Phase  I  GDM  selected  plan.  The 
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alignment  of  the  diversion  channel  was  positioned  as  close  as  possible 
to  the  left  in  order  to  keep  the  excavation  of  the  trash  at  the  hillside 
to  the  right  of  the  channel  to  a  minimum.  The  alignments  of  the  various 
features  of  the  project  were  laid  out  primarily  for  the  purpose  of  laying 
out  drill  holes  for  the  subsurface  exploration  program.  Approximate 
excavation  and  fill  quantities  were  computed  from  the  cross  sections 
for  use  in  connection  with  a  preliminary  materials  distribution  deter¬ 
mination.  The  April  1978  alignment  study  was  based  on  the  then  cur¬ 
rent  topographic  map.(D  A  general  plan  based  on  the  revised  align¬ 
ments  was  prepared.  This  general  plan  is  shown  on  Plate  B2 .  This 
general  plan,  the  cross  sections,  and  profile  along  centerline  of  flood¬ 
way  channel  were  submitted  to  the  Buffalo  District  under  letter  dated 
21  April  1978.  Comments  on  this  submission  were  made  by  GFCC  and 
they  were  submitted  to  the  Buffalo  District  under  letter  dated  27  April 
1978.  The  District's  comments  on  this  submission  were  submitted  to 
GFCC,  under  letter  dated  16  May  1978.  Each  of  these  letters  is  pres¬ 
ented  in  Subappendix  B3.  The  information  submitted  to  the  Buffalo 
District  was  used  by  the  District  in  connection  with  studies  that  re¬ 
sulted  in  project  revisions  that  are  discussed  in  subsequent  paragraphs. 

B21.  Tune  1978  Alignment  Study.  On  June  13,  1978,  a  meeting  was 
held  at  the  project  site  to  discuss  the  results  of  the  Phase  I  subsurface 
exploration  program  and  to  discuss  the  Phase  II  part  of  the  program. 

PHor  to  this  meeting ,  GFCC  made  a  study  of  the  flume  and  relocated 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  spurline  as  presented  in  the  Phase  I  GDM. 
The  results  of  this  study  was  presented  to  the  Buffalo  District  at  the 
meeting.  A  report  of  this  meeting  was  prepared  by  GFCC,  and  it  was 
submitted  to  the  Buffalo  District  under  letter  dated  26  June  1978.  This 
letter  is  presented  in  Subappendix  B3. 

B22.  Based  on  the  Phase  I  GDM  selected  plan,  the  reinforced  con¬ 
crete  flume  and  the  relocated  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  spurline 
would  pass  through  the  same  arch  of  the  West  25th  Street  bridge.  The 
proposed  flume  has  an  interior  width  of  60  feet  and  passes  through  the 
arch  on  a  skew.  With  walls  3  feet  thick,  at  the  base,  the  out-to-out 
width  of  the  flume  is  66  feet.  In  passing  through  the  arch  on  a  skew, 
the  flume  requires  a  width  of  86  feet.  From  footing -to-footing  of  the 
parallel  piers  of  the  arch,  there  is  only  68  feet.  So,  it  is  impossible 
for  the  60-foot  wide  flume  to  pass  through  the  arch  on  a  skew.  Also, 
it  would  be  extremely  costly  and  difficult  to  construct  a  60-foot  wide 
flume  normal  to  the  bridge,  or  parallel  to  the  piers.  There  would  only 
be  a  foot  clearance  on  either  side. 

B23.  As  part  of  the  Phase  I  drilling,  a  hole  was  drilled  near  each 
pier  of  the  West  25th  Street  bridge.  The  drilling  verified  the  pier  foot¬ 
ing  elevations  scaled  from  the  bridge  construction  drawings.  Looking 
downstream,  the  left  pier  footing  apparently  is  founded  on  stratified 
grey  shale  at  approximate  Elevation  600;  while  the  right  pier  footing 


(1)  Map  based  on  April  1977  survey. 


is  founded  on  stratified  grey  shale  at  approximate  Elevation  607.  The 
Invert  of  the  flume  is  at  approximate  Elevation  597,  so  the  flume  ex¬ 
cavation  grade  would  be  about  Elevation  594.  That  is,  the  flume  ex¬ 
cavation  must  be  taken  to  approximately  6  feet  below  the  foundation 
of  the  left  pier  and  approximately  13  feet  below  the  foundation  of  the 
right  pier.  Considering  that  the  rock  is  a  horizontally  stratified,  air- 
slaking  shale,  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  about  a  minimum  of 
5  feet  of  rock  berm  between  the  pier  footing  and  the  adjacent  excavated 
trench.  Even  with  close  line  drilling  to  control  the  limits  of  the  hand- 
excavated  area,  there  will  be  some  overbreak.  The  vertical  surfaces 
should  be  covered  quickly  with  about  3  inches  of  reinforced  shotcrete, 
as  the  excavation  is  made  in  vertical  layers,  to  seal  in  the  rock  mois¬ 
ture  and  provide  some  structural  support. 

B24.  If  a  flume  with  a  50 -foot  interior  width,  or  5 6 -foot  exterior 
width,  were  to  be  constructed  normal  to  the  bridge,  or  parallel  to  the 
piers,  there  would  be  a  6 -foot  berm  on  either  side  of  the  flume  exca¬ 
vation  at  the  elevation  of  the  respective  bridge  pier  foundation.  A 
flume  with  a  40-foot  interior  width,  or  46 -foot  exterior  width,  if  con¬ 
structed  on  a  skew,  would  require  a  width  of  66  feet  normal  to  the 
bridge.  This  would  be  tight  at  the  diametrically  opposite  pier  footing 
corners,  but  probably  could  be  constructed.  A  few  feet  smaller  would 
be  more  desirable. 

B25.  At  the  June  13  meeting,  it  was  decided  by  the  Buffalo  District 
that  the  District  would  investigate  the  hydraulic  design  of  the  flume. 

In  particular,  the  District  would  investigate  possible  changes  in  the 
flume  alignment  and  size.  The  results  of  the  District's  investigation 
were  submitted  to  GFCC  under  letter  dated  28  July  1978.  This  letter 
is  presented  in  Subappendix  B3 . 

B26.  At  the  June  13  meeting,  GFCC  also  explained  the  outcome  of 
their  investigation  into  the  relocated  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  spur¬ 
line.  GFCC  concluded  that  there  were  many  problems  associated  with 
the  design  of  the  spurline  railroad  bridge  at  the  location  shown  on  the 
Phase  I  GDM  selection  plan.  With  the  flume  size  and  alignment  com¬ 
plication  added  to  the  spurline  turn -out -radius  difficulties,  the  con¬ 
cept  shown  on  the  Phase  I  GDM  selected  plan  is  virtually  impossible 
to  achieve.  GFCC  recommended  an  alternative  location  for  the  spur¬ 
line  railroad  bridge.  At  this  location,  the  spurline  railroad  bridge 
would  cross  the  stream  about  500  feet  upstream  from  the  West  25th 
Street  bridge.  If  the  spurline  railroad  bridge  were  to  cross  the  mod¬ 
ified  channel  with  no  encroachment  of  the  waterway  opening  at  the 
sides,  it  would  be  about  200  feet  long  and  a  middle  pier  would  probably 
be  required.  At  the  June  13  meeting,  the  District  agreed  that  the  prob¬ 
lems  with  the  spurline  railroad  bridge  at  its  location  as  shown  on  the 
Phase  I  GDM  selected  plan  are  such  that  a  new  location  is  warranted. 
The  new  location  recommended  by  GFCC  was  approved  by  the  District. 
The  new  location  for  the  relocated  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  spur¬ 
line  is  shown  on  Plate  B3.  Alternatives  for  the  spurline  railroad  bridge 
at  its  new  location  are  discussed  in  Section  J. 
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B2  7.  August  1978  Alignment  Study.  On  23  May  1978,  GFCC  request¬ 
ed  design  criteria  and  other  information  from  the  Chessie  System  re¬ 
garding  the  relocated  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  mainline  and  spur¬ 
line.  The  Chessie  System  responded  by  letter  dated  19  June  1978. 

Under  letter  dated  28  July  1978,  the  Buffalo  District  sent  to  GFCC  the 
results  of  the  District's  investigations  into  hydraulic  design  revisions. 
Each  of  these  letters  is  presented  in  Subappendix  B3 .  Criteria  for  the 
relocated  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  mainline  and  spurline  are  pre¬ 
sented  in  Subappendix  B2 . 

B28.  Based  on  the  Chessie  System  criteria  and  the  District's  revised 
hydraulic  design,  GFCC  made  an  alignment  study  of  the  floodway  chan¬ 
nel,  modified  channel,  diversion  channel,  and  relocated  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  mainline  and  spurline.  The  first  alignment  that  had  to 
be  set  was  that  of  the  relocated  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  mainline 
and  spurline.  These  railroad  alignments,  particularly  that  of  the  reloca¬ 
ted  mainline,  are  key  features  of  the  project  in  that  they  have  a  direct 
affect  on  the  alignments  of  the  floodway,  modified,  and  diversion  chan¬ 
nels.  There  are  several  constraints  associated  with  the  relocated  main¬ 
line.  The  alignment  of  the  relocated  mainline  must  be  compatible  with 
the  adjacent  Norfolk  and  Western  Railroad  line.  The  beginning  and 
end  of  the  relocated  mainline  are  fixed,  and  the  location  of  the  main¬ 
line  at  the  West  25th  Street  bridge  is  also  fixed.  The  grades  at  the 
beginning  and  end  of  the  relocated  mainline  are  fixed,  and  the  grade 
at  the  West  25th  Street  bridge  is  also  fixed  in  that  it  is  desirable  to 
have  it  at  essentially  the  same  grade  as  the  Norfolk  and  Western  line. 
The  purpose  of  the  alignment  study  was  to  find  alignments  for  the  re¬ 
located  mainline  and  spurline  that  met  the  required  railroad  criteria, 
satisfied  the  various  constraints,  and  were  compatible  with  the  align¬ 
ments  of  the  floodway,  modified,  and  diversion  channels.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  a  list  of  the  various  alignments  that  have  been  considered  for 
the  relocated  mainline  from  the  initial  Phase  I  GDM  alignment  to  the 
final  alignment  selected  as  a  result  of  these  studies. 

Relocated  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
Mainline  Alignments  Considered 


Alignment  No. 

Description  and  References 

1. 

Phase  I  GDM  Selected  Plan.  Discussed  in 
Paragraphs  B17  and  B19.  Shown  on  Plate  Bl. 

2. 

April  1978  Alignment  Study.  Discussed  in 
Paragraph  B2  0. 

3. 

June  1978  Alignment  Study.  Discussed  in 
Paragraph  B26. 

4. 

August  1978  Alignment  Study-Line  A.  Dis¬ 
cussed  below.  Shown  on  Plate  B3 . 
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Relocated  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 

Mainline  Alignments  Considered 
(Continued) 

Alignment  No. 

Description  and  References 

5. 

August  1978  Alignment  Study-Line  B.  Discussed 
below.  Shown  on  Plate  B3  . 

6. 

August  1978  Alignment  Study-Line  C.  Discussed 
below.  Shown  on  Plate  B3.  Selected  alignment. 

B29.  There  were  only  two  alignments  considered  for  the  relocated 
spurline.  The  alignment  as  presented  in  the  Phase  I  GDM  selected 
plan  and  the  alignment  as  recommended  by  GFCC  as  a  result  of  the 
June  1978  Alignment  Study  that  was  approved  by  the  Buffalo  District. 
Only  minor  revisions  will  be  required  to  this  alignment  in  order  to  tie 
it  into  the  selected  alignment  of  the  relocated  mainline.  The  following 
discussion  will,  therefore,  be  limited  to  the  relocated  mainline  study. 

B30.  The  line  A  alignment  of  the  relocated  mainline  was  layed  out. 

The  alignment  satisfied  all  the  required  railroad  criteria.  The  embank¬ 
ment  for  the  relocated  mainline  and  the  floodway  and  modified  channels 
were  then  plotted  on  cross  sections.  The  floodway  channel,  being  ad¬ 
jacent  to  the  relocated  mainline,  was  set  so  as  to  be  compatible  with 
the  relocated  mainline.  The  floodway  and  modified  channels  were  based 
on  the  Buffalo  District's  revised  hydraulic  design.  The  sections  showed 
that  there  were  conflicts  with  the  Norfolk  and  Western  Railroad.  Be¬ 
cause  of  cuts  required  to  the  left  of  the  relocated  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  mainline,  the  line  A  alignment  was  not  acceptable. 

B31.  In  an  attempt  to  eliminate  the  encroachment  on  the  Norfolk  and 
Western  Railroad,  the  Line  B  alignment  was  layed  out.  The  railroad 
embankment  for  the  Line  B  alignment,  along  with  the  floodway  and  modi¬ 
fied  channels,  were  plotted  on  cross  sections.  With  this  alignment, 
the  conflicts  with  the  Norfolk  and  Western  Railroad  were  eliminated. 
However,  the  alignment  was  too  far  to  the  right;  there  was  a  consider¬ 
able  amount  of  encroachment  on  Zoo  property  by  the  floodway  channel. 

B32.  In  an  attempt  to  resolve  the  conflicts  between  the  Zoo  property 
and  the  Norfolk  and  Western  Railroad,  the  Line  C  alignment  was  layed 
out.  Again,  the  railroad  embankment  and  floodway  and  modified  chan¬ 
nel  sections  were  plotted  on  cross  sections.  Results  showed  that  the 
alignment  was  acceptable.  The  Line  C  alignment  was,  therefore, 
selected. 

B33.  On  10  August  1978,  GFCC  submitted  to  the  Chessie  System, 
with  a  copy  to  the  Buffalo  District,  a  drawing  of  a  plan  and  profile  of 
the  alignments  selected  for  the  relocated  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
mainline  and  spurline.  The  letter  of  transmittal  is  included  in 
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Appendix  B3.  Included  in  this  submission  to  the  Chessie  System  were 

6  cross  sections  through  the  relocated  mainline,  floodway  channel, 
and  modified  channel.  Also,  included  in  the  submission  were  prelim¬ 
inary  drawings  for  the  relocated  mainline  and  spurline  railroad  bridges. 
Comments  from  the  Chessie  System  on  the  preliminary  submission  were 
submitted  to  GFCC  under  letter  dated  2  October  1978.  This  letter  is 
presented  in  Subappendix  B3.  Alternative  studies  on  the  mainline 
bridge  are  discussed  in  Section  I,  and  alternative  studies  on  the  spur¬ 
line  bridge  are  discussed  in  Section  J. 

B34.  As  part  of  this  alignment  study,  it  was  revealed  from  the  plot¬ 
ting  of  cross  sections  that  there  were  conflicts  between  the  floodway 
and  modified  channels.  The  problem  was  that  floodwater  from  the 
floodway  channel  would  spill  over  the  right  bank  of  the  floodway  chan¬ 
nel  into  the  modified  channel.  It  was  not  intended  in  the  Phase  I  GDM 
hydraulic  design  that  this  occur.  Revisions  to  the  hydraulic  design 
would,  therefore,  be  required.  On  22  August  1978,  GFCC  submitted 
to  the  Buffalo  District  a  general  plan,  profile  along  centerline  of  flood¬ 
way  channel,  and  a  total  of  29  cross  sections  through  the  relocated 
railroad  mainline,  floodway  channel,  and  modified  channel.  The  Dis¬ 
trict  revised  the  hydraulic  design  and  submitted  the  revisions  to  GFCC 
under  letter  dated  7  September  1978.  Both  the  22  August  and  7  September 
letters  are  presented  in  Subappendix  B3.  It  was  necessary  for  the  Dis¬ 
trict  to  revise  the  project  design  in  order  to  meet  hydraulic  requirements. 
Revisions  were  limited  to  the  reach  of  the  project  between  the  end  of 
the  three-barrel  conduit  and  the  mainline  bridge  of  the  relocated 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad.  Referring  to  Plate  B3,  the  riprap  drop 
structure  that  was  located  at  Station  90+00F  was  moved  upstream 
200  feet  to  Station  92+00F.  Downstream  from  this  drop  structure,  the 
natural  divide  between  the  floodway  and  modified  channels  was  elim¬ 
inated.  In  other  words,  the  confluence  between  the  floodway  and  mod¬ 
ified  channels  will  be  immediately  downstream  from  this  drop  structure. 
This  confluence  was  moved  upstream  about  400  feet  from  the  location 
shown  on  Plate  B3.  The  details  of  the  revisions  are  included  with  the 

7  September  letter  presented  in  Subappendix  B3.  All  of  these  revisions 
will  be  considered  in  the  final  design.  A  significant  revision  is  in  the 
width  of  the  modified  channel  at  the  location  of  the  spurline  railroad 
bridge.  In  the  Phase  I  GDM,  the  bottom  width  of  the  modified  chan¬ 
nel  at  this  location  was  90  feet.  The  revised  bottom  width  is  116.5  feet. 
The  increase  in  the  channel  width  will  affect  the  design  of  the  spur¬ 
line  railroad  bridge  as  well  as  increase  its  cost. 

B35.  September  1978  Alignment  Study.  This  study  dealt  solely  with 
the  diversion  channel  alignment.  Prior  to  this  study,  two  alignments 
for  the  diversion  channel  were  considered.  They  were  the  alignment 
in  the  Phase  I  GDM  selected  plan  and  the  alignment  from  the  April  1978 
Study.  As  discussed  previously,  the  topography  of  the  trash  pile  at 
the  ’•ight  bank  of  the  diversion  channel  has  changed  considerably  since 
the  area  was  surveyed  in  April  1977.  Revisions  to  the  alignment  of  the 
flume  were  made  by  the  District  as  noted  in  the  letter  from  the  District 
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to  GFCC  dated  28  July  1978.  Revisions  to  the  diversion  channel  align¬ 
ment  were  necessary  because  of  the  change  in  topography  and  because 
of  the  change  in  the  flume  alignment.  The  diversion  channel  alignment 
Is  basically  controlled  by  three  factors:  the  flume  alignment,  the  re¬ 
located  railroad  mainline,  and  the  existing  Big  Creek  channel  at  the 
end  of  the  diversion  channel.  At  the  upstream  end  of  the  diversion 
channel  the  centerline  of  flume  and  centerline  of  diversion  channel 
are  coincident.  Downstream  of  the  flume,  the  left  side  of  the  diver¬ 
sion  channel  is  controlled  by  the  relocated  railroad  mainline.  At  the 
downstream  end,  the  diversion  channel  must  tie  into  the  existing 
Big  Creek  channel.  The  study  basically  involved  laying  out  an  align¬ 
ment  that  satisfied  all  these  constraints.  The  main  intent  was  to  keep 
the  alignment  of  the  diversion  channel  as  far  to  the  left  as  possible  in 
order  to  keep  the  quantity  of  excavated  trash  at  the  right  bank  to  a 
minimum.  On  15  September  1978,  GFCC  submitted  a  plan,  profile, 
and  sections  of  the  diversion  channel  to  the  Buffalo  District.  The  Dis¬ 
trict's  comments  on  this  submission  were  submitted  to  GFCC  under 
letter  dated  26  September  1978.  Alternatives  for  the  diversion  channel 
are  discussed  in  Sections  K  and  L. 

B36.  Aesthetic  and  Environmental  Effects.  There  is  little  difference 
in  the  aesthetic  and  environmental  effects  among  the  various  alignments 
considered.  The  aesthetics  and  environmental  effects  of  the  alternatives 
for  the  individual  features  of  the  project  are  discussed  in  the  sections 
where  the  alternatives  are  discussed. 

B37.  Selected  Alternative.  The  various  alignment  studies  are  not 
alternative  studies  in  the  sense  that  there  is  a  choice  among  them. 

The  various  alignment  studies  were  necessary  in  order  to  find  align¬ 
ments  of  the  principal  features  of  the  project  that  satisfied  criteria, 
satisfied  various  constraints,  and  were  also  compatible  with  other  pro¬ 
ject  features.  The  alignments  selected  satisfied  these  requirements. 

It  is  expected  that  some  minor  revisions  will  be  necessary  to  these 
alignments  during  final  design. 
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SECTION  D 


CHANNEL  SIDE  SLOPE  PROTECTION 


B38.  General.  Channel  side  slope  protection  will  be  required  at 
various  locations  along  the  project  in  order  to  prevent  scour  from  high 
water  velocity.  Specifically,  side  slope  protection  will  be  required 
at  the  following  locations: 

1.  Downstream  from  transition  at  the  upstream  end  of  the 
floodway  channel. 

2.  Along  certain  reaches  of  the  modified  channel. 

3.  Entrance  to  the  diversion  channel. 

4.  In  the  diversion  channel  downstream  from  the  flume. 

5.  At  the  outlet  of  the  two-barrel  conduit. 

The  alternatives  considered  for  channel  side  slope  protection  are  rip¬ 
rap,  gabions,  and  gobimats,  each  on  a  layer  of  bedding  material.  Con¬ 
sideration  was  also  given  to  substituting  filter  cloth  for  bedding  mate¬ 
rial.  Protection  of  the  earthen  channel  bottom  will  only  be  required 
in  a  few  places  and  is  not  included  in  this  study.  However,  results 
of  this  study  on  side  slope  protection  would  also  be  applicable  to 
earthen  channel  bottom  protection.  Where  channel  bottom  protection 
will  be  required,  whatever  alternative  is  selected  for  the  side  slope 
protection  would  be  applicable  for  the  channel  bottom  protection.  Pro¬ 
tection  of  the  air-slaking  shales  on  the  project  is  discussed  in  Sec¬ 
tion  M.  The  alternatives  considered  feasible  for  channel  side  slope 
protection  are  shown  on  Plate  B5 . 

B39.  Riprap  Protection.  Riprap  required  at  the  various  locations 
will  be  designed  in  accordance  with  EM  1110-2-1601,  Hydraulic  De¬ 
sign  of  Flood  Control  Channels,  and  ETL  1110-2-12  0,  Engineering  and 
Design  Additional  Guidance  for  Riprap  Channel  Protection.  Good  qual¬ 
ity  stone  is  available  in  the  Cleveland  area;  therefore,  it  is  not  antic¬ 
ipated  that  there  will  be  any  maintenance  required  over  the  life  of  the 
project.  Riprap  costs  were  determined  for  thicknesses  ranging  between 
12  and  36  inches.  Increments  of  6  inches  were  used.  For  riprap  thick¬ 
nesses  24  inches  and  larger,  a  12 -inch  layer  of  riprap  would  be  placed 
beneath  the  upper  layer  of  riprap.  This  would  be  done  to  provide  a 
coarse  filter  between  the  upper  layer  of  riprap  and  the  bedding  material 
beneath.  Riprap  meeting  quality  and  placement  requirements  of  the 
specifications  can  be  expected  to  have  a  design  life  in  excess  of 
50  years . 
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B40.  Gabion  Protection.  Gabion  thicknesses  required  at  the  various 
locations  will  be  determined  by  computing  the  required  riprap  thickness 
at  the  various  locations.  The  gabion  thickness  required  will  be  de¬ 
termined  by  using  one -half  the  required  riprap  thickness.  This  relation¬ 
ship  is  conservative,  as  determined  in  a  model  study  by  the  U.S.  Army 
Engineer  Waterways  Experiment  Station,  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  for 
the  Fourmile  Run  local  flood  control  project  of  the  Baltimore  District, 
Corps  of  Engineers  {Reference  B6).  This  relationship  has  also  been 
used  on  other  projects  within  the  Baltimore  District.  Gabions  are  man¬ 
ufactured  in  6-,  9-,  12-,  18-,  and  36-lnch  thicknesses.  The  6-inch 
thick  gabions  have  galvanized-steel  wire.  The  9-inch  thick  gabions 
have  polyvinyl -chloride  (PVC)  coated  galvanized-steel  wire.  The  other 
sizes  are  available  with  either  PVC  coated  or  galvanized-steel  wire. 

The  PVC  coated  gabion  baskets  are  reported  to  have  a  design  life  in 
excess  of  50  years.  The  galvanized  gabion  baskets  are  reported  to 
have  a  shorter  design  life.  The  galvanizing  is  subject  to  abrasion  and 
deterioration.  As  the  gabions  would  be  filled  with  stone  that  would 
have  the  same  quality  of  riprap,  the  PVC  coated  gabions  would  provide 
protection  in  excess  of  50  years  without  anticipated  maintenance.  As 
the  stone  size  for  all  gabions  is  relatively  small,  the  gabions  are  us¬ 
ually  compatible  with  a  single-stage  filter. 

B41.  Gobimat  Protection.  The  Gobimat  system  (Reference  B 7)  of 
soil  erosion  control  was  developed  in  the  Netherlands  in  the  mld-1960's 
to  combat  the  erosion  problems  native  to  that  country.  The  Gobimat 
svstem  consists  of  concrete  Gobi  blocks  bonded  to  a  woven  filter  cloth. 
Gobi  blocks  are  glued  to  the  filter  cloth  with  a  two  component  chemical¬ 
ly  inert  polyurethane,  on  a  special  Gobimat  machine.  The  glue  is  a 
construction  expedient  to  aid  in  the  placement  of  the  blocks .  The  in¬ 
tegrity  of  the  glue  is  not  required  for  the  in-place  system  to  function 
properly.  The  Gobi  blocks  are  not  attached  to  each  other.  The  spe¬ 
cially-tapered  blocks  remain  flexible ,  conforming  to  the  contour  of 
the  base.  According  to  the  manufacturer's  literature,  the  Gobimat 
system  is  fully  resistant  to  corrosion  from  both  biochemical  and  bac¬ 
teriological  sources,  and  the  blocks  shield  the  filter  cloth  from  the 
sun  thereby  avoiding  deterioration  by  ultraviolet  rays.  The  filter  cloth 
initially  allows  the  fines,  directly  behind  the  filter,  to  wash  out  until 
a  natural  graduated  filter  bed  is  built  up.  It  is  significant  to  note  that 
the  manufacturer  states  that  very  fine  soils  may  need  some  form  of 
supplementary  filter.  This  supplementary  filter  could  be  a  layer  of 
medium  to  coarse  sand  to  promote  the  development  of  a  natural  graded 
filter  beneath  the  filter  cloth.  An  alternative  treatment  is  to  apply  a 
non-woven  type  of  filter  blanket  to  the  soil  immediately  beneath  the 
Gobimat.  Further  discussion  of  filter  cloth  is  given  in  Paragraph  B45. 

B42.  Available  literature  on  the  Gobimat  system  does  not  address 
the  estimated  design  life  of  the  Gobimat  system.  For  an  alternative 
study  on  side  slope  protection,  the  design  life  of  the  alternatives  is 
an  important  factor.  As  noted  previously,  the  Gobimat  system  was  de¬ 
veloped  in  the  Netherlands  in  the  mld-1960's.  The  Gobimat  system 
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was  introduced  into  the  United  States  in  the  early- 19 70' s .  It  is,  there¬ 
fore,  a  relatively  new  system  that  has  not  withstood  the  test  of  time. 

The  design  life  of  the  Gohimat  system,  therefore,  can  only  be  assumed. 
For  the  purpose  of  these  alternative  studies,  the  design  life  will  be  as¬ 
sumed  to  be  SO  years. 

B43,  Although  the  manufacturer  supplied  information  concerning  the 
protection  provided  by  the  various  sizes  of  Gobimats.  The  information 
did  not  correlate  with  the  Corps  of  Engineers  design  method  for  riprap. 

A  request  for  further  information  from  the  manufacturer  was  not  received. 
Based  on  the  limited  information  from  the  manufacturer,  the  smallest 
size  of  Gobimat  was  assumed  equivalent  to  12  inches  of  riprap.  It 
should  be  noted  that  the  Gobi  block  shape  has  been  recently  changed 
by  the  manufacturer,  and  no  model  tests  or  experience  data  is  avail¬ 
able  to  support  claimed  erosion  resistance. 

B44 .  Bedding  Material.  Bedding  material  is  required  beneath  riprap 
and  gabions  that  are  founded  on  soil.  Because  of  the  air-slaking 
characteristic  of  the  shale  at  the  project  site,  bedding  material  will 
also  be  required  beneath  riprap,  gabions,  and  Gobimats  that  are  placed 
on  rock.  The  bedding  material  acts  as  a  filter  to  prevent  piping.  The 
bedding  material  is  a  well  graded  sand-gravel  mixture  designed  to  be 
compatible  with  the  gradation  of  the  foundation  soil  gradation  and  the 
riprap  or  gabion  stone  gradation.  Specifications  will  require  that  the 
bedding  material  consist  of  sand,  gravel,  or  crushed  stone  composed 
of  tough,  durable  particles.  Its  design  life  is  usually  in  excess  of 
the  design  life  of  riprap  or  gabions. 

B45.  Filter  Cloth.  Filter  cloth  is  a  substitute  fear  bedding  material. 
The  cloth  consists  of  a  nylon  or  other  polymer  of  negligible  thickness 
with  a  fine  mesh  woven  through  the  cloth.  The  mesh  allows  drainage 
while  containing  the  fines  of  the  soil.  The  cloth  is  subject  to  deteri¬ 
oration  when  exposed  to  sunlight  and  is  also  subject  to  puncture.  The 
design  life  would  be  less  than  that  of  bedding  material.  Available  de¬ 
sign  criteria  for  filter  cloth  was  taken  from  the  instructions  for  CE-1310, 
Guide  Specifications  for  Filter  Cloth,  May  1973.  For  the  very  fine  soils 
encountered  throughout  the  project,  the  filter  cloth  should  have  an 
open  area  between  4  and  10  percent  and  an  equivalent  opening  size 
(EOS)  between  U.S.  Standard  Sieve  Nos.  70  and  100.  The  Gobimat 
manufacturer  recommends  a  secondary  filter  for  very  fine  soils,  al¬ 
though  the  guide  specification  instructions  do  not  require  a  secondary 
filter . 

B46 .  Filter  cloth  has  a  number  of  disadvantages .  It  is  a  relatively 
new  product,  and  its  design  life  is  untested.  Although  relatively  easy 
to  place ,  filter  cloth  is  subject  to  puncture  if  sharp  rocks  are  placed 
on  it  or  if  it  is  placed  on  sharp  rocks.  According  to  the  guide  spec¬ 
ifications,  some  of  the  weaker  filter  cloths  are  required  to  have  a  layer 
of  cushioning  sand  placed  over  them  to  protect  the  cloth . 
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B47.  As  discussed  In  Paragraph  B44,  bedding  material  will  be  required 
beneath  riprap,  gabions,  and  Goblmats  that  will  be  placed  on  the  air- 
slaklng  shale.  If  filter  cloth  were  used  as  a  substitute  for  bedding 
material.  It  would,  therefore,  also  have  to  be  placed  on  the  alr-slaklng 
shale.  When  first  excavated,  the  shale  will  be  relatively  solid  with 
many  sharp  points .  If  filter  cloth  were  placed  on  the  rock  surface 
shortly  after  excavation,  the  sharp  rock  would  puncture  the  filter  cloth. 

A  cushion  of  bedding  material  placed  over  the  rock  surface  would  pro¬ 
tect  the  filter  cloth.  However,  if  bedding  material  were  placed  on  the 
rock  surface,  then  the  bedding  material  would  act  as  filter  and  the  fil¬ 
ter  cloth  would  serve  no  useful  function.  It  would  not  be  practical  to 
wait  for  the  shale  to  air-slake  before  placing  the  filter  cloth  for  several 
reasons .  It  would  delay  the  contractor  and  complicate  his  construction 
schedule.  Also,  erosion  of  the  air-slaking  shale  as  well  as  erosion  of 
the  soil  above  the  excavated  rock  surface  would  occur,  which  would  be 
undesirable.  Normal  practice  is  to  complete  the  slope  protection  as 
soon  as  possible  after  the  channel  is  excavated. 

B48.  Placing  bedding  material  on  the  rock  surface  and  using  filter 
cloth  on  the  soil  surface  above  the  rock  surface  would  be  possible  but 
not  practical,  frior  to  placing  bedding  material  on  the  rock  surface, 
the  overburden  and  rock  surfaces  would  be  on  the  same  plane.  If  bed¬ 
ding  material  were  placed  on  the  rock  surface  and  filter  cloth  on  the 
overburden  surface ,  the  finished  riprap  car  gabion  surface  would  not  be 
on  the  same  plane .  There  would  be  a  small  berm  at  the  top  of  the  bed¬ 
ding  material.  Although  this  would  be  acceptable  hydraulically,  it 
would  complicate  the  channel  template  and,  therefore,  complicate  the 
hydraulic  design.  Aesthetically,  it  would  be  undesirable.  In  order  to 
keep  the  finished  surface  on  the  same  plane ,  the  overburden  surface 
could  be  backfilled  with  an  earthen  material  prior  to  placing  filter  cloth. 
However,  this  would  negate  any  cost  advantage  that  the  filter  cloth 
would  provide  on  earthen  slopes. 

B49.  Except  when  used  with  Goblmats,  filter  cloth  was  not  considered 
a  practical  alternative  for  the  Big  Creek  Project;  and  it  was  not  develop¬ 
ed  further.  If  it  were  not  for  the  problems  associated  with  the  air-slak¬ 
ing  shale,  the  filter  cloth  alternative  would  have  been  developed  further. 

B50.  Cost  Comparison.  Costs  per  100  square  yards  of  channel  side 
slope  were  computed  for  riprap  and  gabion  protection  on  6  inches  of  bed¬ 
ding.  Costs  were  also  computed  for  Gobimat  protection.  As  noted  pre¬ 
viously,  both  filter  cloth  and  6  inches  of  bedding  will  be  required  with 
Goblmats.  A  cost  comparison  for  the  alternatives  for  channel  side  slope 
protection  is  presented  in  Table  B3 .  Maintenance  costs  were  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  cost  estimates.  They  would  essentially  be  the  same  for 
both  the  riprap  and  gabions  scheme  and  would,  therefore,  not  change 
the  results  of  the  cost  comparison  of  these  two  schemes.  Maintenance 
costs  for  Goblmats  were  not  available  from  the  manufacturer  and  were , 
therefore,  not  Included  in  the  cost  estimates.  It  is  believed,  however, 
that  over  the  50-year  life  of  the  project  the  maintenance  costs  for 


Gobimats  would  be  greater  than  that  for  riprap  or  gabions.  Including 
maintenance  costs  in  the  cost  estimate  for  Gobimats  would  only  make 
the  Gobimats  more  undesirable  when  compared  with  riprap  and  gabions. 
The  cost  estimates  are  based  on  September  1978  prices.  Cost  estimate 
computations  are  presented  in  Subappendix  Bl. 


TABLE  B3 

COST  COMPARISON 
CHANNEL  SIDE  SLOPE  PROTECTION 


Item  No. 

(Costs  Per  100  Square  Yards  of  Slope  Protection) 

12 -Inch  18-Inch  24-Inch  30-Inch 
Description  Riprap  Riprap  Riprap  Riprap 

36 -Inch 
Riprap 

(1) 

Riprap  on  6"  bed¬ 
ding  material 

$1,820 

$2,280 

$4,350 

$4,980 

$5,620 

(2) 

Equivalent  size 
gabions  on  6" 
bedding  material 

1,840 

2,580 

3,150 

4,530 

4,530 

(3) 

Equivalent  gob¬ 
imats  on  filter 
cloth  and  6" 
bedding  material 

2,790 

Cost  Comparison, 
Ratio  of: 

Cost(2)  to  Cost(l) 

1.01 

1.13 

0.72 

0.91 

0.81 

Cost(3)  to  Cost(l) 

1.53 

- 

- 

- 

- 

B51.  Aesthetics  and  Environmental  Effects.  Aesthetically,  riprap 
is  preferred  to  gabions.  Riprap  has  a  slight  edge  on  gabions  in  that  it 
would  have  a  more  natural  appearance.  Gobimats  would  be  the  least 
desirable  alternative  because  of  its  unnatural  appearance.  Environ¬ 
mentally,  if  each  alternative  protects  the  side  slope  as  designed, 
there  would  be  no  difference  environmentally  among  the  alternatives. 
However,  riprap  is  a  proven  material  when  compared  with  gabions  or 
Gobimats.  Considering  the  fact  that  the  project  is  designed  for  a 
50-year  life,  if  all  other  considerations  are  equal,  riprap  protection 
would  be  the  preferable  choice . 


B52.  Selected  Alternative .  Riprap  protection  is  selected  in  those 
areas  where  12-  or  18-inch  thick  riprap  is  required  as  slope  protection. 
The  riprap  is  aesthetically  better  and  the  most  economical.  In  those 


areas  which  require  more  than  an  18-inch  thick  layer  of  riprap,  gabions 
are  selected  as  the  more  economical  measure.  The  slight  decrease  in 
aesthetic  quality  provided  by  the  gabions  should  not  provide  a  substan¬ 
tial  detriment  to  the  project.  The  Goblmats  are  more  expensive  than  the 
other  alternatives  and  sufficient  data  concerning  their  performance  is 
not  available. 


SECTION  E 


STRUCTURE  AT  UPSTREAM  END  OF  PROJECT 


B53.  General.  The  reinforced  concrete  structure  at  the  upstream  end 
of  the  project  will  divert  flows  from  Big  Creek  into  the  floodway  chan¬ 
nel.  This  structure,  as  proposed  in  the  Phase  I  GDM,  is  described  in 
Section  B.  The  total  length  of  the  structure  will  be  550  feet,  and  its 
bottom  width  will  vary  from  100  feet  to  130  feet.  The  chute -transition 
at  the  downstream  end  of  the  structure  is  designed  as  a  stilling  basin. 
The  200-foot  long  transition,  at  the  end  of  the  structure  between 
Stations  114+80F  and  112+80F,  is  basically  the  stilling  basin  proper; 
however,  it  will  be  referred  to  as  a  transition  in  these  alternative  stud¬ 
ies.  This  transition  will  be  130  feet  wide  at  Station  114+80F  and 
100  feet  wide  at  Station  112+80F,  where  the  100-foot  wide  downstream 
floodway  channel  will  start.  The  upstream  350  feet  of  the  structure, 
between  Station  118+30F  and  114+80F,  provides  entrance  control  and 
grades  sufficiently  steep  to  create  good  hydraulic  jump  conditions.  The 
structure  is  also  to  be  used  as  a  roadway  for  John  Nagy  Boulevard.  The 
structure  will  have  to  be  designed  so  traffic  can  pass  to  roads  which 
enter  at  approximately  Station  114+00F  normal  to  the  structure  at  both 
the  right  and  left  sides.  As  proposed  in  the  Phase  I  GDM,  the  walls 
of  the  transition  are  vertical  upstream  of  Station  114+80F.  Downstream 
of  Station  114+80F,  the  walls  warp  from  vertical  at  Station  114+80F  to 
IV  on  2.5H  at  Station  112+80F.  The  road  that  enters  the  transition  on 
the  left  extends  steeply  upward  beyond  the  transition  such  that  any 
water  in  the  stilling  basin  would  not  create  a  significant  flood  hazard. 
The  road  that  enters  on  the  right  of  the  transition  extends  across  the 
Big  Creek  floodplain  to  the  zoo.  Although  not  addressed  specifically 
in  the  Phase  I  GDM,  some  means  has  to  be  provided  to  prevent  flood- 
waters  from  passing  through  the  opening  in  the  right  transition  wall. 
Alternative  studies  for  access  to  the  Zoo  from  John  Nagy  Boulevard  are 
presented  in  Section  F. 

B54.  Constraints .  As  noted  above,  the  structure  at  the  upstream 
end  of  the  project  will  be  used  as  a  roadway  for  John  Nagy  Boulevard. 

In  addition  to  satisfying  hydraulic  requirements ,  the  structure  must 
also  be  designed  to  satisfy  roadway  requirements.  As  far  as  these 
alternative  studies  are  concerned,  the  main  hydraulic  criterion  that 
must  be  met  is  that  the  water  surface  profile  at  the  downstream  and  up¬ 
stream  ends  of  the  structure  must  remain  essentially  the  same  as  pre¬ 
sented  in  the  Phase  I  GDM.  Because  of  the  roadway  requirements,  al¬ 
ternatives  Involving  a  concrete  drop  structure,  a  gabion  drop  structure, 
a  stilling  basin  with  baffle  blocks,  or  a  riprapped  lined  channel  could 
not  be  considered.  Alternatives  available  for  this  structure  are  further 
limited  because  of  the  existing  two-barrel  conduit  located  Immediately 
under  the  structure.  The  two-barrel  conduit  is  constructed  of  reinforc¬ 
ed  concrete,  and  it  extends  under  about  a  230-foot  reach  of  the  struc¬ 
ture  at  the  upstream  end.  Other  constraints  that  limit  the  alternatives 
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Include  the  piers  of  the  Fulton  Avenue  bridge  at  the  left  side,  the  out¬ 
let  structure  of  the  two-barrel  conduit  on  the  right  side,  and  the  hill¬ 
side  cut  at  the  right  side  at  the  upstream  end  of  the  structure.  Although 
alternatives  are  limited  for  the  structure  as  a  whole,  there  is  an  al¬ 
ternative  for  the  200-foot  long  transition  at  the  downstream  end  of  the 
structure . 

B55.  Transition  with  Warped  Side  Slopes  (Phase  I  GDM  Scheme).  A 
transition  with  warped  side  slopes  was  proposed  in  the  Phase  I  GDM. 

This  transition  is  described  in  Section  B.  This  transition  was  consider¬ 
ed  as  one  of  the  alternatives,  and  a  cost  was  determined  for  it.  The 
Phase  I  GDM  scheme  is  shown  on  Plate  B6 . 

B56.  Transition  with  Vertical  Sides  (Alternative  Scheme).  This  al¬ 
ternative  provides  vertical  walls  along  the  entire  transition  from 
Station  114+80F  to  Station  112+80F.  The  transition  narrows  from  130  feet 
at  Station  114+80F  to  90  feet  at  Station  113+80F.  Between  Stations  113+80F 
and  112+80F,  the  bottom  width  remains  constant.  At  Station  112+80F, 
the  transition  ends  and  the  section  changes  abruptly  to  a  trape¬ 
zoidal  channel  with  a  bottom  width  of  100  feet  and  IV  on  2.5H  side 
slopes.  Vertical  side  walls  in  stilling  basins  are  recommended  in 
Paragraph  25a  of  EM  1110-2-1602,  Hydraulic  Design  of  Reservoir  Out¬ 
let  Structures.  Walls  with  as  little  as  4V  on  1H  batter  can  create  eddy 
problems  (Reference  B3).  Abrupt  changes  at  the  end  of  stilling  basins 
have  proved  effective  in  reducing  turbulence,  as  determined  by  model 
test  of  the  Tioga  Stilling  Basin,  Tioga-Hammond  Lakes  Project  (Ref¬ 
erence  B4) .  This  geometry  was  also  recommended  by  OCE  for  various 
stilling  basins  and  drop  structures  incorporated  in  the  Tyrone  Flood  Con¬ 
trol  Project  for  the  U.S.  Army  Engineer  District,  Baltimore.  This  alter¬ 
native  is  shown  on  Plate  B7. 

B57.  Cost  Comparison  of  Transition  Schemes.  Construction  costs 
were  estimated  for  both  the  Phase  I  GDM  scheme  and  the  alternative 
scheme.  A  cost  comparison  is  presented  in  Table  B4 .  The  cost  esti¬ 
mates  are  based  on  September  1978  prices.  Both  schemes  would  have 
a  project  life  in  excess  of  50  years.  Maintenance  costs  are  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  cost  estimates.  They  would  essentially  be  the  same  for 
both  schemes,  and  would,  therefore,  not  change  the  results  of  the  cost 
comparison.  A  cost  comparison  is  presented  in  Table  B4.  Cost  com¬ 
putations  are  presented  in  Subappendix  Bl. 

TABLE  B4 

COST  COMPARISON 

TRANSITION  AT  UPSTREAM  END  OF  PROTECT 
Alternative  Construction  Cost 

Phase  I  GDM  Scheme  $579,000 

443,000 


Alternative  Scheme 
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B58.  The  alternative  scheme  is  estimated  to  cost  $136,000  less  than 
the  Phase  I  GDM  Scheme.  The  major  reason  for  the  cost  difference  is 
that  there  is  considerably  less  concrete  required  for  the  alternative 
scheme  than  for  the  Phase  I  GDM  Scheme.  Additionally,  less  rein¬ 
forcing  steel  and  excavation  would  be  required  for  the  alternative 
scheme . 

B59.  Aesthetics  and  Environmental  Effects  of  Transition  Schemes. 

The  aesthetics  of  either  transtion  scheme  would  be  almost  identical. 
Although  the  Phase  I  GDM  scheme  would  have  a  slightly  higher  height 
of  wall,  the  differences  in  aesthetics  would  be  negligible.  Planting 
could  be  used  adjacent  to  either  structure  to  diminish  the  visual  im¬ 
pact  from  the  Zoo.  There  may  be  a  slight  advantage  aesthetically  in 
the  Phase  I  GDM  scheme  for  vehicular  traffic  on  John  Nagy  Boulevard. 
The  alternative  scheme  converges  more  rapidly  than  the  Phase  I  GDM 
scheme.  Traffic  traveling  north  on  John  Nagy  Boulevard  would  be  less 
likely  to  confuse  the  alternate  scheme  transition  with  the  road.  The 
environmental  impacts  of  both  schemes  would  be  almost  identical.  Al¬ 
though  slightly  less  excavation  is  required  for  the  alternative  scheme, 
the  excavation  for  either  scheme  would  be  in  the  dry.  During  construc¬ 
tion,  adverse  environmental  effects  could  be  expected  for  both  schemes 
however,  these  could  be  minimized  through  the  use  of  good  construc¬ 
tion  practices  and  appropriate  environmental  protection  measures.  No 
significant  long  term  environmental  impacts  are  anticipated  for  either 
scheme . 

B60.  Selected  Alternative  for  Transition.  The  alternative  scheme 
is  the  selected  scheme .  It  offers  improved  hydraulic  conditions  at  a 
significant  savings  in  cost.  The  aesthetic  and  environmental  impacts 
of  either  scheme  are  almost  identical  and ,  therefore ,  are  not  a  con¬ 
sideration  for  selecting  one  scheme  over  the  other. 
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SECTION  F 


ACCESS  TO  ZOO  FROM  JOHN  NAGY  BOULEVARD 


B61.  General .  The  hydraulic  structure  at  the  upstream  end  of  the 
project,  as  discussed  In  Section  E,  will  be  used  as  a  highway,  John 
Nagy  Boulevard.  Vehicular  access  must  be  provided  from  John  Nagy 
Boulevard  to  the  Zoo  access  road  at  the  right  of  the  structure.  Ve¬ 
hicular  traffic  will  have  to  pass  through  the  opening  in  the  right  wall 
of  the  transition.  Two  alternatives  were  considered:  an  access  road 
with  stoplogs  and  an  access  road  with  no  closure  facilities.  For  both 
alternatives,  the  widths  of  the  access  roads  will  be  24  feet  with 
6-foot  shoulders  for  a  total  width  of  36  feet.  The  width  of  the  existing 
Zoo  roadway  is  24  feet.  The  alternatives  are  shown  on  Plate  B8. 

B62.  Access  Road  With  Stoplogs.  This  alternative  would  require 
about  120  feet  of  access  road,  and  it  would  require  stoplogs  for  block¬ 
ing  off  the  opening  in  the  transition  wall.  The  height  of  wall  at  the 
opening  will  be  12  feet .  From  the  grade  at  the  transition  slab ,  the 
access  road  would  rise  about  3  feet  where  it  would  tie  into  the  existing 
Zoo  road.  Vertical  curves  would  be  provided  along  the  access  road. 
Aluminum  stoplogs  would  be  provided,  and  they  would  fit  into  slots 
constructed  in  the  transition  wall.  A  drainage  system  would  be  pro¬ 
vided  to  drain  the  landward  side  of  the  stoplogs  when  the  stoplogs  are 
in  place.  There  are  some  advantages  to  this  alternative.  Hydrauli¬ 
cally,  if  the  transition  scheme  with  vertical  side  walls,  as  described 
in  Paragraph  B56,  is  selected  for  final  design,  the  stoplogs  would  pro¬ 
vide  a  relatively  smooth  wall  along  the  transition.  This  would  not  be 
the  case  if  the  transition  with  warped  side  slopes  is  selected.  Less 
land  would  be  required  for  this  alternative  than  for  the  access  road 
with  no  closure  facilities.  This  alternative  has  a  number  of  disad¬ 
vantages.  A  rapid  increase  in  flows  during  floods  can  be  expected  for 
Big  Creek.  Therefore,  to  be  assured  of  continuous  flood  protection, 
the  stoplogs  would  have  to  be  kept  in  place,  except  when  access  to 
the  Zoo  is  needed.  The  stoplogs  would  have  to  be  removed  for  snow¬ 
plowing  ,  or  a  front  end  loader  would  have  to  be  used  to  remove  snow 
from  the  landward  side  of  the  stoplogs.  Each  stoplog  would  weigh 
about  300  lbs.  About  24  stoplogs  would  be  required  to  completely 
block  the  opening.  The  stoplogs  would  have  to  be  handled  by  a  crane 
or  other  similar  equipment.  As  the  local  sponsor  would  be  responsible 
for  installing  the  stoplogs,  there  would  probably  be  a  tendency  to 
leave  them  out  for  a  longer  period  of  time  than  would  be  desirable.  If 
the  stoplogs  were  not  in  place  when  a  flood  occurred,  the  flood  con¬ 
trol  project  would  only  provide  protection  for  very  low  flows  in  the 
floodway.  Because  of  the  operational  aspects,  this  alternative  would 
be  an  Inconvenience  to  the  Zoo.  Except  for  maintenance  of  the  road, 
no  significant  maintenance  is  anticipated  over  the  50  year  design  life 
of  the  project. 
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B63.  Access  Road  With  No  Closure  Facilities.  This  alternative 
would  require  about  255  feet  of  access  road.  From  the  grade  at  the 
transition  slab,  the  access  road  would  rise  on  a  12  percent  grade  to 
an  elevation  equal  to  the  top  of  the  transition  wall.  The  horizontal 
alignment  would  follow  the  alignment  of  the  existing  Zoo  road.  Along 
this  length  of  the  access  road,  concrete  walls  would  extend  along  both 
sides  to  prevent  floodwaters  in  the  transition  from  flowing  onto  the  Big 
Creek  floodplain.  Compacted  backfill  would  be  placed  behind  the  walls. 
The  freeboard  used  in  the  design  of  the  transition  would  also  be  used 
in  the  design  of  the  access  road  and  associated  walls.  After  the  road 
reaches  its  apex,  it  would  descend  on  a  12  percent  grade  and  tie  into 
the  existing  Zoo  road.  The  access  road  would  be  mostly  on  fill.  Ver¬ 
tical  curves  would  be  provided  along  the  access  road.  This  alternative 
has  some  disadvantages.  The  grades  are  quite  steep,  especially  for 
winter  conditions.  However,  as  snow  removal  and  cindering  would  be 
necessary  even  without  the  flood  control  project,  this  is  not  considered 
a  major  problem.  Hydraulically,  this  alternative  would  leave  an  un¬ 
desirable  opening  in  the  transition  wall.  Compared  with  the  access 
road  with  stoplogs,  it  would  also  require  considerably  more  land.  This 
alternative  has  several  advantages  when  compared  with  the  access  road 
with  stoplogs.  Snow  removal  would  be  easier.  The  access  road  could 
be  used  continuously  without  the  inconvenience  of  removing  and  re¬ 
installing  stoplogs.  Also,  it  would  be  impossible  to  cause  flooding  in 
the  Zoo  area  by  leaving  stoplogs  out.  Except  for  maintenance  of  the 
access  road,  no  maintenance  is  anticipated  over  the  50  year  design 
life  of  the  project. 

B64.  Cost  Comparison.  Initial  costs  were  estimated  for  each  alter¬ 
native.  Based  on  a  50-year  project  life  and  5-3/8  percent  interest,  the 
initial  costs  were  converted  to  an  average  annual  cost.  For  the  alter¬ 
native  with  stoplogs,  it  was  assumed  that  the  access  road  would  be 
used  on  an  average  of  once  every  two  weeks.  Based  on  this  assumption, 
the  annual  cost  of  removing  and  re-installing  the  stoplogs  was  estimat¬ 
ed.  This  annual  cost  was  added  to  the  above  average  annual  cost  to 
determine  the  estimated  total  annual  cost.  Road  maintenance  costs 
were  not  included  in  the  cost  estimates.  They  would  essentially  be  the 
same  for  both  alternatives  and  would,  therefore,  not  change  the  results 
of  the  cost  comparison.  Right-of-way  costs  were  not  included  in  the 
cost  estimates  as  the  property  belongs  to  the  local  sponsor,  and  be¬ 
cause  right-of-way  costs  would  not  change  the  results  of  the  cost  com¬ 
parison.  A  cost  comparison  for  the  two  alternatives  is  presented  in 
Table  B5.  The  cost  estimates  are  based  on  September  1978  prices.  Cost 
estimate  computations  are  presented  in  Subappendix  Bl. 
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TABLE  B5 


COST  COMPARISON 

ACCESS  TO  ZOO  FROM  TOHN  NAGY  BOULEVARD 

Access  Road  Access  Road  With 

Description  _  With  Stoplogs  No  Closure  Facilities 


Initial  Cost 

$93,300 

$92,000 

Initial  Cost  Converted 

to  Average  Annual  Cost 

5,410 

5,330 

Annual  Operating  Cost 

2,000 

-0- 

Total  Average  Annual  Cost 

$  7,410 

$  5,330 

B65.  Aesthetic  and  Environmental  Effects.  Because  the  access  road 
with  stoplogs  would  have  virtually  no  visual  impact  beyond  the  transi¬ 
tion,  it  would  be  preferable  aesthetically.  Although  the  access  road 
with  no  closure  facilities  has  aesthetic  disadvantages,  these  could  be 
diminished  by  selective  planting.  Because  of  the  larger  amount  of 
earthwork  that  would  be  required,  the  access  road  with  no  closure  facil¬ 
ities  would  have  a  greater  environmental  impact  during  construction  than 
the  access  road  with  stoplogs.  Proper  construction  methods  and  appro¬ 
priate  environmental  protection  measures  would  reduce  the  environmental 
impact  during  construction.  After  the  project  is  completed,  the  environ¬ 
mental  impact  would  essentially  be  the  same  for  both  alternatives. 

B66.  Selected  Alternative .  Although  the  access  road  with  no  closure 
facilities  has  some  disadvantages,  it  is  believed  that  the  advantages 
considerably  outweigh  the  disadvantages.  Its  average  annual  cost  is 
considerably  lower  than  the  average  annual  cost  of  the  access  road  with 
stoplogs.  Since  there  would  be  no  closure  facilities  involved,  there 
would  be  no  chance  of  floodwaters  entering  the  Zoo  through  the  opening 
In  the  transition  wall.  Overall,  it  would  just  make  for  a  more  conve¬ 
nient  access  for  Zoo  personnel.  The  access  road  with  no  closure  facil¬ 
ities  is,  therefore,  selected  for  final  design. 
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SECTION  G 


LEVEE 


B67 .  Levee  Description.  Although  not  specifically  detailed ,  It  was 
Intended  In  the  Phase  I  GDM  to  provide  a  levee  along  the  right  bank  of 
the  floodway  channel  at  the  upstream  end  of  the  project.  The  levee 
would  start  at  the  end  of  the  reinforced  concrete  transition,  and  It  would 
extend  downstream  about  800  feet.  The  levee  would  have  a  top  width 
of  10  feet,  and  its  side  slopes  would  be  IV  on  2.5H.  The  left  side 
slope  would  be  coincident  with  the  excavated  slope  of  the  floodway  chan¬ 
nel.  Measured  from  the  existing  ground  line,  the  average  height  of  the 
levee  would  be  about  5  feet  and  the  maximum  height  would  be  about 
8  feet .  One  foot  of  stripping  would  be  performed  prior  to  placing  the 
levee .  An  exploratory  and  cutoff  trench  would  be  provided  along  the 
centerline  of  the  levee.  The  trench  would  be  6  feet  deep,  and  it  would 
have  a  bottom  width  of  10  feet  and  IV  on  1H  side  slopes.  The  levee 
would  be  seeded  on  each  side  slope  and  on  its  top.  The  top  of  the 
levee  would  be  3.0  feet  above  design  water  surface.  A  typical  levee 
section  is  shown  on  Plate  B9. 

B68.  Floodwall  as  Alternative.  An  alternative  to  a  levee  is  a  flood- 
wall.  The  construction  of  a  levee,  of  the  height  required  for  this  pro¬ 
ject,  is  generally  lower  per  linear  foot  of  protection  than  a  concrete 
floodwall  of  similar  height.  However,  a  levee  is  wider  and  requires  the 
taking  of  more  property  for  construction  purposes  than  is  required  for  a 
concrete  floodwall.  The  choice  between  use  of  one  over  the  other  is, 
therefore,  based  on  the  lowest  total  of  construction  cost,  plus  property 
cost  per  linear  foot  of  protection. 

B69.  A  floodwall  was  considered  as  an  alternative  to  the  levee,  and 
it  was  based  on  design  requirements  specified  in  EM  1110-2-2501.  The 
top  of  the  floodwall  would  be  2 .0  feet  above  design  water  surface.  As 
with  the  levee,  the  floodwall  would  be  about  800  feet  long.  Measured 
from  its  base,  the  average  height  of  floodwall  would  be  8  feet  and  the 
maximum  height  would  be  11  feet.  The  base  of  the  floodwall  would  be 
set  4.0  feet  below  the  existing  ground  line.  A  toe  drain  would  be  pro¬ 
vided  at  the  landside.  Rubber  waterstops  would  be  provided  at  the 
monolith  joints.  A  typical  floodwall  section  is  shown  on  Plate  B9. 

B70.  Cost  Comparison.  Construction  costs  were  estimated  for  an 
average  levee  section  and  an  average  floodwall  section.  A  cost  com¬ 
parison  is  presented  in  Table  B6 .  The  cost  estimates  are  based  on 
September  1978  prices.  The  average  levee  section  has  a  height  of 
5  feet  above  the  existing  ground  line.  The  average  floodwall  section 
has  a  height  of  8  feet  above  its  base  or  4  feet  above  existing  ground 
line.  Right-of-way  costs  were  not  included  in  the  cost  estimates.  Be¬ 
cause  the  heights  of  the  levee  and  the  floodwall  are  small,  right-of-way 
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required  for  the  levee  Is  only  slightly  more  than  that  required  for  the 
floodwall.  Right-of-way  cost  would,  therefore,  not  change  the  results 
of  the  cost  comparison.  The  annual  maintenance  costs  for  a  levee 
would  be  more  than  that  for  a  floodwall  because  of  the  mowing  required. 
However,  because  the  height  of  the  levee  requires  is  small,  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  annual  maintenance  costs  would  be  small  and  they 
would  not  change  the  results  of  the  cost  comparison.  Maintenance  costs 
were,  therefore,  not  included  in  the  cost  estimates.  Cost  computations 
for  the  levee  and  floodwall  sections  are  presented  in  Subappendix  Bl. 

TABLE  B6 

COST  COMPARISON 
LEVEE  AND  FLOODWALL 


Construction  Cost 

Alternative  Per  Linear  Foot 


Average  Levee  Section  (1)  $  60 

Average  Floodwall  Section  (2)  $3  70 

(1)  Height  5  feet  above  existing  ground  line. 

(2)  Height  4  feet  above  existing  ground  line. 

B71.  Aesthetics  and  Environmental  Effects.  Aesthetically,  an  earth 
levee  is  preferred  over  a  floodwall.  Measured  from  the  existing  ground 
line,  the  average  height  of  the  levee  would  be  about  5  feet  and  the  av¬ 
erage  height  of  the  floodwall  would  be  about  4  feet.  Because  these 
heights  are  small,  the  aesthetic  impact  would  be  minimal.  A  levee  would 
blend  in  with  the  adjacent  Zoo  property;  and  to  minimize  the  adverse  im¬ 
pact  of  a  levee,  the  aesthetics  of  a  levee  could  be  enhanced  through 
seeding  the  levee  and  planting  adjacent  to  the  levee.  During  construc¬ 
tion,  adverse  environmental  effects  could  be  expected  for  both  a  levee 
and  a  floodwall;  however,  these  could  be  minimized  through  the  use  of 
good  construction  practices  and  appropriate  environmental  protection 
measures.  After  the  project  is  completed,  the  environmental  effects  of 
either  a  levee  or  a  floodwall  would  be  minimal. 

B72.  Selected  Alternative .  Based  on  the  results  of  the  above  cost 
comparison,  a  levee  is  preferred  over  a  floodwall.  Aesthetically,  a 
levee  would  be  preferred  over  a  floodwall.  Environmentally,  there  is 
little  difference  between  a  levee  and  a  floodwall.  A  levee  is,  therefore, 
the  selected  alternative . 
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SECTION  H 


DROP  STRUCTURES 


B73.  Phase  I  GDM.  As  proposed  in  the  Phase  I  GDM,  the  floodway 
would  have  had  two  reinforced  concrete  drop  structures,  each  providing 
about  an  8.5-foot  drop.  As  discussed  in  Section  C  ,  the  revised  align¬ 
ment  and  the  subsurface  conditions  encountered  required  that  the  flood¬ 
way  hydraulics  be  modified.  The  modifications  resulted  in  the  two  con¬ 
crete  drop  structures  being  replaced  with  five  riprapped  drop  structures. 
The  riprapped  drop  structures  serve  the  same  purpose  as  the  concrete 
drop  structures. 

B74.  General.  These  alternative  studies  will  consider  alternatives 
to  the  five  riprapped  drop  structures.  Riprapped  drop  structures  are  re¬ 
quired  along  the  floodway  channel  at  Stations  92+OOF,  95+00F,  100+00F, 
105+00F,  and  110+00F.  The  drop  structures  are  used  to  provide  abrupt 
changes  in  grade  along  the  floodway  channel.  The  bedslopes  along  the 
floodway  are  almost  flat.  The  resultant  velocities  are  such  that  slope 
protection,  other  than  seeding,  is  not  required.  The  drop  structures 
provide  almost  all  of  the  change  in  grade  along  the  floodway.  The  drop 
structure  at  Station  92+OOF  will  have  a  1.9-foot  drop;  the  drop  structures 
at  Stations  95+00F,  100+00F,  and  105+00F  will  have  a  3.0-foot  drop; 
and  the  drop  structure  at  Station  110+00F  will  have  a  3.5-foot  drop.  The 
riprap  slope  protection  required  at  the  critical  depth  section  of  each 
drop  structure  was  computed.  Most  of  the  drop  structures  require  24-inch 
riprap.  The  structure  at  Station  100+00F,  which  has  a  3.0-foot  drop, 
was  selected  as  typical  an  assumed  original  ground  line  was  used  to 
make  the  comparison  independent  of  site  topography.  The  alternatives 
considered  for  the  drop  structures  are  shown  on  Plates  BIO  and  Bll. 

Cost  estimate  computations  are  presented  in  Subappendix  Bl. 

B75 .  Riprap  Drop  Structure .  This  alternative  consists  of  a  drop  struc¬ 
ture  with  the  bottom  and  sides  of  the  channel  protected  with  2 4 -inch 
thick  riprap.  The  methods  used  to  size  the  riprap  and  the  filter  require¬ 
ments  beneath  the  riprap  are  presented  in  Section  D.  For  the  purposes 
of  the  comparison,  it  was  assumed  that  the  riprap  would  extend  2.5  feet 
above  the  design  water  surface.  The  structure  has  IV  on  2.5H  side 
slopes.  The  upstream  and  downstream  ends  are  85  feet  wide.  At  the 
control  section,  20  feet  from  the  upstream  end,  the  width  is  55  feet.  Up¬ 
stream  of  the  control  section,  the  grade  is  level.  Downstream  of  the 
control  section,  the  channel  extends  for  30  feet  on  a  IV  on  10H  grade. 
Although  not  included  in  the  scheme ,  keys  at  the  upstream  and  down¬ 
stream  end  of  the  structure  would  be  required  to  prevent  undermining  of 
the  riprap.  The  design  life  of  the  structure  should  be  the  design  life  of 
the  riprap,  which  is  in  excess  of  50  years. 

B76.  Gabion  Drop  Structure.  The  gabion  drop  structure  is  identical 
to  the  riprap  drop  structure  except  a  12 -inch  thick  gabion  mattress  would 
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replace  the  24 -inch  thick  riprap.  The  filter  requirements  beneath  the 
mattress  are  described  in  Paragraph  B44.  The  design  life  of  the  struc¬ 
ture  should  be  identical  to  the  design  life  of  the  gabions,  as  noted  in 
Paragraph  B40. 

B 77.  Concrete  Drop  Structure .  A  concrete  drop  structure  was  studied 
as  an  alternative  to  replace  the  riprap  drop  structure .  The  structural 
dimensions  were  determined  in  accordance  with  Plate  43  of  EM  1110-2- 
1601,  previously  noted.  The  weir  length  was  determined  such  that  the 
energy  grade  line  upstream  of  the  weir  is  the  same  as  the  energy  grade 
line  for  the  riprap  drop  structure.  The  basin  was  modified  slightly  to 
be  compatible  with  the  hydraulic  conditions  of  the  floodway.  The  basin 
floor  was  raised  to  floodway  grade .  The  structure  would  be  77  feet  wide  and 
25  feet  long.  Approach  walls  are  provided  upstream  of  the  structure. 
Because  of  its  small  size,  a  concrete  thickness  of  18  inches  was  used 
for  all  parts  of  the  concrete  structure .  Riprap  or  gabion  slope  protec¬ 
tion  would  be  required  upstream  and  downstream  of  the  structure.  Be¬ 
cause  of  the  economics  of  the  structure ,  the  protection  required  was 
estimated  roughly.  The  design  life  of  concrete  is  in  excess  of  50  years. 
However,  as  the  structure  would  be  founded  on  rock  and  as  the  concrete 
would  be  only  18  inches  thick,  there  is  a  distinct  possibility  of  freeze- 
thaw  conditions  on  the  rock  foundation.  Although  not  quantitatively 
assessable,  this  would  reduce  the  design  life  of  the  structure. 

B78 .  Cost  Comparison.  The  costs  for  the  three  alternatives,  on  a 
single  structure  basis,  are  presented  In  Table  B7.  Maintenance  costs 
were  not  Included  in  the  cost  estimates.  They  would  essentially  be 
the  same  for  each  alternative  and  would ,  therefore ,  not  change  the 
results  of  the  cost  comparison. 

TABLE  B7 

COST  COMPARISON 
DROP  STRUCTURES 


Alternative 

Cost 

(1) 

Riprap  Drop  Structure 

$49,800 

(2) 

Gabion  Drop  Structure 

33,100 

(3) 

Concrete  Drop  Structure 

72,000 

COST  COMPARISON 

-  RATIO  OF  COSTS 

Cost  (l)/Cost  (2) 

1.50 

Cost  (3)/Cost  (2) 

2.18 

B79.  Aesthetics  and  Environmental  Effects.  Aesthetically,  riprap 
drop  structures  are  preferred  over  gabion  drop  structures.  From  a  dis¬ 
tance,  both  structures  would  appear  identical.  Upon  closer  inspection, 
riprap  appears  slightly  more  natural  as  there  is  no  PVC-coated  mesh. 
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However,  it  Is  permissible  to  allow  growth  through  the  gabions.  Because 
of  hydraulic  considerations,  the  local  sponsor  would  be  required  to  main¬ 
tain  growth  at  a  minimum  on  either  structure.  The  growth  cutting  require¬ 
ments  would  be  slightly  less  stringent  for  the  gabion  structure.  The  con¬ 
crete  drop  structure  would  have  more  of  a  visual  impact  than  the  other 
structures  because  it  would  not  be  constructed  of  natural  materials,  and 
because  it  provides  an  abrupt  change  in  grade.  However,  this  visual 
impact  would  not  be  severe.  Environmentally,  the  three  types  of  struc¬ 
tures  would  be  almost  identical.  During  construction,  erosion  control 
would  have  to  be  provided.  Since  the  excavation  would  be  in  the  dry 
and  since  erosion  control  would  have  to  be  provided  for  the  entire  flood¬ 
way  channel,  none  of  the  types  of  structures  has  a  significant  environ¬ 
mental  advantage.  The  long  term  environmental  effects  of  the  riprap 
and  gabion  drop  structures  would  be  essentially  identical.  The  concrete 
drop  structures  would  be  significantly  less  desirable. 

B80.  Selected  Alternative .  The  gabion  drop  structure  is  less  expen¬ 
sive  than  the  riprap  and  concrete  drop  structures.  Its  design  life  is  in 
excess  of  50  years.  Aesthetically,  it  is  essentially  the  same  as  the 
riprap  drop  structure;  and  aesthetically,  it  is  preferred  over  the  concrete 
drop  structure.  Environmentally,  there  is  little  difference  between  the 
three  alternatives  considered.  The  gabion  drop  structure  is,  therefore, 
selected  for  final  design. 
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SECTION  I 


RELOCATED  BALTIMORE  AND  OHIO  RAILROAD  MAINLINE  BRIDGE 


B81.  General.  The  mainline  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  and 
the  mainline  of  the  Norfolk  and  Western  Railroad  presently  pass  through 
separate  arches  of  the  West  25th  Street  bridge.  The  relocated  mainline 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  would  pass  through  the  same  arch 
used  for  the  mainline  of  the  Norfolk  and  Western  Railroad.  The  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad  mainline  bridge  would  be  located  parallel  to  and  ap¬ 
proximately  20  feet  south  of  the  Norfolk  and  Western  Railroad  bridge. 

The  location  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  mainline  bridge  is  as 
proposed  in  the  Phase  I  GDM.  Additional  discussion  on  the  mainline 
bridge  as  proposed  in  the  Phase  I  GDM  is  presented  in  Paragraph  B17. 
The  wingwalls  on  the  south  side  of  the  Norfolk  and  Western  Railroad 
bridge  would  be  removed.  The  abutments  for  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  mainline  bridge  would  have  their  faces  continuous  with  the 
faces  of  the  abutments  of  the  Norfolk  and  Western  Railroad  bridge.  The 
Norfolk  and  Western  Railroad  bridge  is  a  68-foot  long  single  span,  open 
deck  plate  girder  with  a  64-inch  web. 

B82 .  The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  mainline  bridge  will  be  designed 
in  accordance  with  American  Railway  Engineering  Association  (AREA)  de¬ 
sign  criteria  with  Cooper  E80  loading  and  diesel  impact  valves.  Also, 
criteria  required  by  the  Chessie  System  will  be  used  in  design.  A  letter 
from  the  Chessie  System  to  GFCC ,  dated  2  October  1978,  outlines 
Chessie  criteria  required.  This  letter  is  presented  in  Subappendix  B3. 
Additional  criteria  is  presented  in  Subappendix  B2 .  All  bridges  consid¬ 
ered  would  have  open  decks.  All  plate  girders  would  be  welded.  Abut¬ 
ment  and  pier  footings  would  be  founded  on  sound  rock. 

B83.  One  Span  Bridge .  A  deck-type  plate  girder  bridge  with  a  span 
of  approximately  76  feet,  center  to  center  of  bearings,  would  span  the 
channel  with  minimum  obstructions  while  providing  deck  Joints  normal 
to  the  tracks.  The  span  required  is  about  the  limit  for  a  prestressed  box 
beam  bridge.  Such  a  bridge  is,  therefore,  not  recommended  because  of 
the  depth  and  extra  width  required.  The  web  depth  of  the  girders  would 
be  64  Inches  to  maintain  the  same  waterway  opening  as  the  adjacent  ex¬ 
isting  bridge.  A  plan  and  sections  of  the  bridge  are  shown  on  Plate  B12. 
A  preliminary  design  and  cost  estimate  are  presented  in  Subappendix  Bl. 

B84.  Two  Span  Bridge.  A  deck-type  plate  girder  or  deck-type  rolled 
beam  bridge  with  abutments  the  same  as  the  one  span  arrangement  could 
be  used.  With  the  center  pier  skewed  parallel  to  the  waterway,  unequal 
spans  would  result.  The  two  span  bridge  would  have  a  much  shallower 
deck,  but  this  is  no  advantage  because  of  the  depth  of  the  adjacent  ex¬ 
isting  bridge.  The  piSr  will  necessarily  reduce  the  existing  waterway 
opening.  Hydraulically,  the  center  pier  would  be  undesirable. 
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B85.  Though  the  span  is  within  the  range  of  a  prestressed  box  girder 
bridge,  the  skewed  pier  would  require  an  undesirable  detail  for  the  gird¬ 
er  ends.  Also,  the  extra  width  of  12  feet  required  would  increase  the 
substructure  cost. 

B86 .  Both  a  deck-type  plate  girder  bridge  with  two  girders  and  a  deck- 
type  rolled  beam  bridge  with  four  beams  were  considered.  A  plan  and 
sections  of  the  deck-type  plate  girder  bridge  are  shown  on  Plate  B13. 

A  preliminary  design  and  cost  estimate  for  both  the  deck-type  plate  gird¬ 
er  and  deck-type  rolled  beam  bridges  are  presented  in  Subappendix  Bl. 

B87.  Cost  Comparison.  The  cost  comparison  is  based  on  the  bridge 
only;  and  it  does  not  include  the  cost  of  track,  ties,  attachments,  or 
walkway.  The  estimate  is  based  on  approximate  quantities  and  unit 
prices  updated  to  September  1978.  A  cost  breakdown  is  presented  in 
Subappendix  Bl.  There  would  be  no  significant  difference  in  mainte¬ 
nance  costs  over  the  life  of  the  bridges  considered.  Maintenance  costs 
would  not  change  the  results  of  the  cost  comparison.  The  cost  compari¬ 
son,  therefore,  can  be  made  on  initial  construction  costs.  A  cost  com¬ 
parison  for  the  alternatives  considered  is  presented  in  Table  B8. 

TABLE  B8 

COST  COMPARISON 

RELOCATED  BALTIMORE  AND  OHIO  RAILROAD  MAINLINE  BRIDGE 
_ Alternative  _ _  _ Cost _ 


(1)  One  Span: 

Deck-Type  Plate  Girder(2  Girders)  $317,000 

(2)  Two  Span: 

Deck-Type  Plate  Girder(2  Girders)  314,300 

(3)  Two  Span: 

Deck-Type  Rolled  Beam(4  Beams)  342,100 

COST  COMPARISON  -  RATIO  OF  COSTS 

Cost  (l)/Cost  (2)  1.01 

Cost  (3)/Cost  (2)  1.09 


B88.  Aesthetic  and  Environmental  Effects.  The  mainline  bridge, 
whether  one  span  or  two  spans,  would  not  have  a  significant  aesthetic 
Impact  on  the  area  which  is  predominantly  industrial.  The  types  of 
bridges  considered  are  similar  to  several  existing  bridges  in  the  imme¬ 
diate  vicinity.  A  single  span  bridge  would  have  the  least  disturbance 
to  the  environment.  A  center  pier  will  disturb  the  channel  during  con¬ 
struction,  and  during  a  flood  it  would  be  a  hinderance  in  that  it  could 
trap  floating  debris  and  thereby  affect  the  channel  hydraulics . 
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B89.  Selected  Alternative .  The  cost  of  the  single  span  deck-type 
plate  girder  bridge  Is  only  slightly  more  that  the  cost  of  the  two  span 
deck-type  plate  girder  bridge,  but  the  single  span  bridge  has  a  distinct 
hydraulic  advantage  in  that  it  provides  the  largest  unimpeded  waterway 
opening.  The  single  span  bridge  also  has  a  maintenance  advantage  in 
that  the  maintenance  of  the  longer  single  span  would  be  simpler  because 
bearings,  deck  Joints,  and  substructure  units  would  be  reduced.  The 
single  span  deck-type  plate  girder  bridge,  therefore,  is  selected  for 
final  design. 


SECTION  J 

RELOCATED  BALTIMORE  AND  OHIO  RAILROAD  SPURLINE  BRIDGE 


B90.  General.  The  spurline  bridge,  as  proposed  in  the  Phase  I  GDM, 
is  discussed  in  Paragraph  B17.  As  proposed  in  the  Phase  I  GDM,  it  was 
intended  to  keep  the  relocated  spur  line  in  approximately  the  same  loca¬ 
tion  as  it  is  presently.  At  this  location,  the  spurline  bridge  would  span 
the  diversion  channel  flume  located  beneath  the  West  25th  Street  bridge. 
As  discussed  in  Section  C,  the  relocated  spurline  at  this  location  would 
be  virtually  impossible  to  achieve.  GFCC ,  therefore,  recommended  a 
new  location  for  the  spurline  which  was  approved  by  the  Buffalo  District. 
This  new  location  is  shown  on  Plate  B3 .  As  discussed  in  Section  C, 
revisions  to  the  channel  hydraulic  were  required  which  resulted  in  a 
wider  channel  section.  These  alternative  studies  on  the  spurline  bridge 
will,  therefore,  be  based  on  the  revised  spurline  location  and  revised 
channel  section. 

B91.  Where  the  spurline  will  cross  the  channel,  the  bottom  width  of 
the  channel  will  be  116.5  feet  and  the  channel  will  have  IV  on  2.5H 
side  slopes.  The  spurline  will  cross  the  channel  at  approximately  a 
60  degree  skew.  Because  the  area  at  the  spur  line  location  is  constricted, 
the  curve  of  the  spurline  turnout  from  the  mainline  may  infringe  upon  the 
bridge.  This  would  be  the  case  even  with  a  maximum  turnout  and  radius. 
The  profile  grade  of  the  spurline  bridge  is  restricted  by  the  proximity  of 
the  mainline  track,  the  required  clearance  of  the  design  highwater,  and 
grades  of  the  existing  sidings.  Alternatives  considered  for  the  spurline 
bridge  will  include  one  and  two  span  bridges  with  and  without  waterway 
encroachment.  "With  waterway  encroachment"  refers  to  a  bridge  with 
the  abutments  at  the  toes  of  the  channel  side  slopes.  "Without  water¬ 
way  encroachment"  refers  to  a  bridge  with  the  abutments  located  at  the 
tops  of  the  channel  side  slopes  above  the  design  highwater  elevation. 

B92 .  The  spurline  bridge  will  be  designed  in  accordance  with  the  cri¬ 
teria  established  for  the  mainline  bridge  as  outlined  in  Paragraph  B82 . 

All  bridges  considered  would  have  open  decks.  All  plate  girders  would 
be  welded.  Abutment  and  pier  footings  would  be  founded  on  sound  rock. 

B93.  Two  Span  Bridge  With  No  Waterway  Encroachment  At  Sides.  For 
this  alternative ,  both  a  thru  -type  bridge  and  a  deck-type  bridge  will  be 
considered.  For  each  type,  two  simple  spans,  nominally  120  feet  center 
to  center  of  bearings,  would  be  required.  The  pier  would  be  skewed 
parallel  to  the  channel  centerline.  The  abutments  would  be  located  at 
the  tops  of  the  channel  side  slopes  as  required  to  clear  the  design  high¬ 
water.  The  abutment  bearing  centerline  would  be  normal  to  the  center- 
line  of  track . 

B94.  A  thru-type  bridge  would  be  required  to  maintain  the  desired  track 
profile.  The  track  curve  required  for  the  turnout  would  extend  onto  the 
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bridge  for  this  alternative.  In  order  to  provide  necessary  car  clearance, 
the  girders  in  Span  2  would  have  to  be  spread  apart  from  about  19  feet 
at  the  pier  to  about  26  feet  at  the  abutment. 

B95.  A  deck-type  bridge  would  be  more  practical  because  of  the  curve, 
but  it  would  require  raising  the  track  grade  approximately  5.5  feet.  This 
would  require  raising  the  relocated  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  main¬ 
line  grade  above  that  of  the  adjacent  Norfolk  and  Western  Railroad  main¬ 
line.  Also,  this  would  require  grade  changes  on  the  existing  siding 
tracks  at  the  end  of  the  spurline. 

B96.  Because  of  the  span  length,  a  reinforced  or  prestressed  concrete 
structure  would  not  be  feasible  at  this  site. 

B97.  A  plan  and  sections  of  the  thru-type  bridge  are  shown  on  Plate  B14. 
A  preliminary  design  and  cost  estimate  for  both  the  thru-type  and  deck- 
type  bridges  are  presented  in  Subappendix  Bl. 

B98.  Two  Span  Bridge  With  Waterway  Encroachment  At  Sides.  For  this 
alternative ,  a  thru-type  bridge ,  a  minimum  depth  deck-type  bridge ,  and 
an  economical  depth  deck-type  bridge  will  be  considered.  For  each 
type,  two  simple  spans,  nominally  73  feet  center  to  center  of  bearings, 
would  be  required.  The  pier  would  be  skewed  parallel  to  the  channel 
centerline.  The  abutments  would  be  located  at  the  toes  of  the  channel 
side  slopes.  The  abutment  bearing  centerline  would  be  normal  to  the 
centerline  of  track. 

B99 .  A  thru-type  bridge  would  maintain  the  desired  track  profile.  The 
minimum  depth  deck-type  bridge  would  have  a  girder  with  a  54-inch  web. 
This  is  the  minimum  depth  practical,  and  it  would  still  require  raising 
the  spurline  track  grade  by  0.5  foot.  The  economical  depth  deck-type 
bridge  would  have  a  girder  with  a  66 -inch  web.  This  would  lower  the 
bridge  cost,  but  it  would  require  raising  the  spurline  track  grade  by 
1.5  feet  with  all  its  attendant  costs. 

B100.  A  prestressed  box  beam  bridge  could  be  used,  but  the  depth  of 
the  bridge  would  be  even  more  than  the  depth  of  the  girder  of  the  econom¬ 
ical  depth  deck-type  bridge. 

B101.  A  plan  and  sections  of  the  minimum  depth  deck -type  bridge  are 
shown  on  Plate  B15.  A  preliminary  design  and  cost  estimate  for  the  thru- 
type,  minimum  depth  deck-type,  and  economical  depth  deck -type  bridges 
are  presented  in  Subappendix  Bl. 

B102.  One  Span  Bridge  With  No  Waterway  Encroachment  At  Sides.  A 
bridge  with  a  span  of  240  to  250  feet  would  be  required  to  clear  the  water¬ 
way  with  no  encroachment  by  the  substructure  at  this  site.  This  would 
require  a  truss  bridge  with  massive  abutments.  It  is  obvious  that  the 
advantages  of  such  a  clear  waterway  area  would  not  be  worth  the  cost  of 
such  a  structure. 
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B103.  One  Span  Bridge  With  Waterway  Encroachment  At  Sides.  For 
this  alternative,  a  thru -type  bridge  with  plate  girders  will  be  considered. 
The  span  would  be  153  feet  center  to  center  of  bearings.  The  abutments 
would  be  located  at  the  toes  of  the  channel  side  slopes.  A  thru-type 
bridge  would  be  required  to  maintain  the  desired  spurline  track  profile. 

The  span  is  near  the  practical  limit  of  a  plate  girder  bridge.  The  plate 
girder  would  have  a  144-inch  web. 

B104.  Because  of  the  depth  required,  a  prestressed  concrete  bridge  and 
a  deck-type  plate  girder  structure  would  not  be  practical. 

B105.  A  plan  and  sections  of  the  thru-type  bridge  are  shown  on  Plate  B16. 
A  preliminary  design  and  cost  estimate  are  presented  in  Subappendix  Bl. 

B106.  Cost  Comparison.  The  estimate  is  based  on  approximate  quan¬ 
tities  and  unit  prices  updated  to  September  1978.  A  cost  breakdown  is 
presented  in  Subappendix  Bl.  Because  the  span  range  and  depth  of 
deck  restrictions  eliminate  anything  but  welded  plate  girder  bridges, 
there  would  be  no  significant  difference  in  maintenance  costs  over  the 
life  of  the  bridges  considered.  Maintenance  costs  would  not  change  the 
results  of  the  cost  comparison.  The  cost  comparison,  therefore,  can  be 
made  on  initial  construction  costs.  The  cost  of  track,  ties,  attachments, 
and  walkway  are  not  included  in  the  cost  estimates  because  they  would 
not  change  the  results  of  the  cost  comparison.  A  cost  comparison  for 
the  alternatives  considered  is  presented  in  Table  B9. 

TABLE  B9 

COST  COMPARISON 

RELOCATED  BALTIMORE  AND  OHIO  RAILROAD  SPUR  LINE  BRIDGE 


Alternative 


Cost 


(1)  Two  Span  Bridge  With  No  Waterway 
Encroachment  At  Sides 

a.  Thru -Type  Bridge  $615,600 

b.  Deck -Type  Bridge*  595,000 

*Cost  of  raising  spurline  track  by  5 .5  feet  and  the  cost  of  raising  the 
mainline  track  as  required  to  tie  into  the  spurline  track  is  included 
in  the  cost. 


COST  COMPARISON 

RELOCATED  BALTIMORE  AND  OHIO  RAILROAD  SPURLINE  BRIDGE 
Alternative  _  _  _  Cost 


(2)  Two  Span  Bridge  With  Waterway 
Encroachment  At  Sides 


a.  Thru-Type  Bridge 


$509,700 


TABLE  B9 
(Continued) 

COST  COMPARISON 

RELOCATED  BALTIMORE  AND  OHIO  RAILROAD  SPURLINE  BRIDGE 
Alternative  _ _ Cost 


b.  Minimum  Depth  Deck-Type 

Bridge**  $429,000 

c.  Economical  Depth  Deck-Type 

Bridge***  442,000 

(3)  One  Span  Bridge  With  Waterway 
Encroachment  At  Sides 

a.  Thru-Type  Bridge  $587,300 

COST  COMPARISON  -  RATIO  OF  COSTS 

Cost  (l)a/Cost  (2)b  1.43 

Cost  (l)b/Cost  (2)b  1.39 

Cost  (2)a/Cost  (2)b  1.19 

Cost  (2)c/Cost  (2)b  1.03 

Cost  (3)a/Cost  (2)b  1.37 


**Cost  of  raising  spurline  track  by  0.5  foot  and  the  cost  of  raising  the 
mainline  track  as  required  to  tie  into  the  spurline  track  is  included  in 
the  cost. 

***Cost  of  raising  spurline  track  by  1.5  feet  and  the  cost  of  raising  the 
mainline  track  as  required  to  tie  into  the  spurline  track  is  included  in 
the  cost. 

B107 .  Aesthetic  and  Environmental  Effect.  The  spurline  bridge, 
whether  one  span  or  two  spans,  would  not  have  a  significant  aesthetic 
Impact  on  the  area  which  is  predominantly  industrial.  The  types  of 
bridges  considered  would  be  similar  to  several  existing  bridges  in  the 
immediate  vicinity.  Because  of  the  width  of  the  channel  at  this  site, 
the  use  of  a  pier  in  the  center  will  not  greatly  disturb  the  environment 
either  during  construction  or  in  the  future .  Therefore ,  environmentally 
there  is  no  significant  advantage  of  a  single  span  bridge  over  a  two 
span  bridge . 

B108.  Selected  Alternative .  The  two  span  bridge  with  waterway  en- 
croachment  with  minimum  depth  deck-type  bridge  is  the  most  economical 
and  is,  therefore,  recommended  for  final  design. 

B109.  The  selected  alternative  is  undesirable  hydraulically  because 
of  the  waterway  encroachment  at  the  sides  of  the  channel.  However, 
to  eliminate  this  by  selecting  a  bridge  with  no  waterway  encroachment 
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at  the  channel  sides  would  increase  the  bridge  cost  by  about  $187,000. 
It  is  believed  that  any  increase  in  overall  project  cost  because  of  re¬ 
visions  required  due  to  this  encroachment  would  not  be  greater  than 
$187,000.  As  far  as  overall  project  costs  are  concerned,  the  selected 
alternative  would  still  be  the  most  economical. 
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SECTION  K 


RIGHT  BANK  OF  DIVERSION  CHANNEL 
IMMEDIATELY  DOWNSTREAM  FROM  FLUME 


B110.  General.  During  periods  of  high  discharge,  the  flume  will  di¬ 
vert  some  of  the  flow  from  Big  Creek  into  the  diversion  channel.  The 
flume  will  be  normal  to  the  West  25th  Street  bridge,  and  it  will  pass 
between  the  bridge  piers .  The  diversion  channel  will  extend  between 
the  relocated  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  mainline  on  the  left  and  the 
trash  pile  on  the  right.  The  alternatives  considered  in  this  study  ad¬ 
dress  the  transition  between  the  concrete  rectangular  flume  and  the 
trapezoidal  diversion' channel,  which  will  require  riprap  protection.  The 
centerline  alignment  curves  along  approximately  a  12 -degree  curve  be¬ 
tween  the  downstream  end  of  the  flume  and  the  upstream  reach  of  the 
diversion  channel.  This  alignment  is  discussed  in  Paragraph  B3 5 .  Ad¬ 
jacent  to  the  bridge  piers,  the  flume  must  be  contained  within  a  con¬ 
crete  rectangular  channel  to  maintain  sufficient  clearance  from  the 
bridge  piers.  This  rectangular  channel  must  extend  about  50  feet  down¬ 
stream  from  the  bridge  so  that  cut  slopes  are  a  sufficient  distance  from 
the  piers.  There  are  no  significant  alternatives  within  the  above  reach. 
About  200  feet  downstream  from  the  bridge,  the  right  bank  of  the  diver¬ 
sion  channel  is  a  cut  which  passes  through  a  trash  pile.  Alternatives 
for  this  area  are  discussed  in  Section  L.  The  left  side  cut  in  the  above 
reach  is  a  IV  on  2 H  slope  with  riprap,  which  maintains  the  required 
clearance  from  the  relocated  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  mainline .  The 
reach  under  study  extends,  therefore,  from  50  to  200  feet  downstream 
from  the  West  25th  Street  bridge.  Were  the  diversion  channel  template 
is  to  extend  through  this  reach,  the  left  bank  cut  would  encroach  on  the 
relocated  railroad  and  the  right  bank  cut  would  require  a  substantial 
amount  of  rock  excavation.  Furthermore,  the  bottom  of  the  channel  is  an 
air-slaking  shale  that  must  be  protected,  as  discussed  in  Section  M. 

The  alternatives  along  the  left  bank  are  limited,  as  the  required  clear¬ 
ance  from  the  relocated  railroad  mainline  is  the  control.  A  vertical  con¬ 
crete  retaining  wall  is,  therefore,  required.  The  left  bank  wall  would 
extend  to  such  a  height  that  the  excavation  cuts  would  be  a  sufficient 
distance  from  the  railroad.  The  finished  template  would  be  a  IV  on  2H 
riprap  slope  rising  from  the  top  of  wall  to  top  of  cut.  The  alternatives 
to  be  studied,  therefore,  are  the  transition  from  the  flume  to  the  diver¬ 
sion  channel  along  the  right  bank.  Three  alternatives  were  studied; 
they  are  shown  on  Plate  B17. 

Bill.  Scheme  I.  This  scheme  consists  of  a  concrete  retaining  wall 
along  the  right  side  of  the  channel.  The  top  of  wall  would  be  2  feet 
above  design  water  surface.  A  horizontal  berm  of  varying  width  would 
extend  behind  the  wall  to  the  IV  on  1H  cut  through  the  air-slaking  shale. 
Based  on  the  slope  of  outcrops  near  the  project  site,  this  slope  was  es¬ 
timated  to  be  the  steepest  slope  that  would  be  stable,  without  protection, 
after  the  surface  of  the  rock  deteriorates. 
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B 1 12  .  Scheme  n .  This  scheme  consists  of  a  2V  on  1H  cut  through  the 
air-slaking  shale  from  channel  grade  to  a  10-foot  wide  berm  2.5  feet 
above  design  water  surface.  Both  the  2V  on  1H  slope  and  the  berm  would 
be  protected  with  reinforced  shotcrete .  The  slope  above  the  berm  would 
be  a  IV  on  1H  cut  through  the  unprotected  air-slaking  shale. 

B113.  Scheme  III.  This  scheme  consists  of  a  IV  on  2H  slope  cut 
through  the  air-slaking  shale  and  protected  with  18  inches  of  riprap  on 
6  inches  of  bedding  material.  The  slope  would  extend  from  channel 
grade  to  a  10-foot  wide  berm  2.5  feet  above  design  water  surface.  The 
slope  above  the  berm  would  be  a  IV  on  1H  cut  through  the  unprotected 
air-slaking  shale. 

B114.  Cost  Comparison.  The  construction  costs  were  estimated  for 
the  three  schemes  at  September  1978  prices.  The  computations  are  pre¬ 
sented  in  Subappendix  Bl.  The  only  maintenance  for  the  three  schemes 
is  the  anticipated  removal  of  shale  which  has  slaked  onto  the  berm. 

This  would  be  essentially  the  same  for  all  three  schemes.  As  the  design 
life  of  each  scheme  is  over  50  years,  the  cost  comparison  presented  in 
Table  BIO  is  based  on  construction  cost. 

TABLE  BIO 

COST  COMPARISON 
RIGHT  BANK  OF  DIVERSION  CHANNEL 


IMMEDIATELY  DOWNSTREAM  FROM  FLUME 

Alternative 

Construction  Cos 

Scheme  I 

$150,000 

Scheme  II 

75,000 

Scheme  III 

115,000 

COST  COMPARISON 

-  RATIO  OF  COSTS 

Scheme  I/Scheme  II 

2.00 

Scheme  III/ Scheme  II 

1.53 

B115.  Scheme  II  is  less  expensive  than  Scheme  I  mainly  because  of  the 
cost  of  the  concrete  wall  in  Scheme  I.  Scheme  II  is  less  expensive  than 
Scheme  III  because  of  the  large  increase  in  rock  excavation  required  for 
Scheme  III. 

B116.  Aesthetic  and  Environmental  Effects.  The  aesthetics  of 
Scheme  III  would  be  better  than  the  other  schemes  because  riprap  is  a 
more  natural  material,  and  because  Scheme  III  is  compatible  with  the 
type  of  construction  being  recommended  downstream.  The  main  envi- 
onmental  consideration  for  the  three  schemes  is  the  concern  about  the 
slaked  material  entering  the  stream.  As  a  berm  is  provided  in  each 
scheme  to  keep  the  material  from  washing  into  the  diversion  channel, 
the  environmental  impacts  of  each  scheme  are  negligible. 
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B117.  Selected  Alternative .  Scheme  III  is  selected  for  final  design. 
The  increase  in  cost  incurred  is  acceptable  because  of  the  aesthetic 
advantage  and  simplified  construction  of  Scheme  III  as  well  as  its  com¬ 
patibility  with  the  type  of  construction  being  recommended  downstream. 
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SECTION  L 


DIVERSION  CHANNEL  DOWNSTREAM  FROM  FLUME 


B118.  General.  The  Big  Creek  Flood  Control  Project  Is  designed  for 
a  12,000  cfs  discharge,  which  Is  a  100-year  flood.  During  the 
design  flood,  7,000  cfs  will  flow  through  the  diversion  channel  and 
5,000  cfs  will  flow  through  the  adjacent  existing  channel  of  Big 
Creek.  A  flume  will  be  constructed  at  the  upstream  end  of  the  diver¬ 
sion  channel.  The  grade  of  the  flume  will  be  above  the  grade  of  the 
adjacent  modified  channel  of  Big  Creek  in  order  to  prevent  low  and 
normal  flows  from  entering  the  diversion  channel.  The  diversion 
channel  downstream  of  the  flume  will  have  a  50-foot  bottom  width 
with  IV  on  2H  riprapped  side  slopes.  The  diversion  channel  as  pre¬ 
sented  in  the  Phase  I  GDM  generally  parallels  the  relocated  mainline 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad;  and  it  is  shown  with  relatively 
low  cuts  on  both  banks.  As  noted  in  Paragraph  B35,  the  alignment  of 
the  diversion  channel  was  changed  to  be  compatible  with  the  revised 
relocated  mainline.  This  revised  alignment  was  selected  to  keep  the 
diversion  channel  as  close  as  possible  to  the  relocated  mainline. 

The  right  bank  of  the  diversion  channel  still  cuts  into  the  existing 
trash  pile.  The  existence  of  this  trash  pile  was  not  addressed  in  the 
Phase  I  GDM.  At  maximum  cut,  the  top  of  cut  on  the  right  bank  is 
about  115  feet  above  the  diversion  channel  grade.  A  substantial 
amount  of  trash  will  have  to  be  excavated.  Three  alternative  diver¬ 
sion  channel  sections  were  considered.  Each  alternative  considered 
the  environmental  impact  of  excavating  through  the  trash  pile.  Each 
alternative  deals  only  with  the  right  bank  of  the  diversion  channel. 
The  left  bank  is  identical  for  each  alternative. 

B119.  Scheme  I.  A  typical  diversion  channel  section  for  Scheme  I 
is  shown  on  Plate  B18.  Scheme  I  requires  that  the  diversion  channel 
be  overexcavated  beyond  the  IV  on  2 H  side  slope.  The  overexcava¬ 
tion  cut  would  extend  on  a  IV  on  2 H  slope  through  the  trash  pile.  At 
the  toe  of  the  slope,  compacted  backfill  would  be  placed  as  required 
to  provide  a  10-foot  wide  access  berm.  The  berm  would  be  set 
2.5  feet  above  design  water  surface.  A  3-foot  thick  layer  of  earth 
would  be  placed  on  the  IV  on  2H  excavated  slope  above  the  berm. 

A  gutter  would  be  provided  where  the  berm  meets  the  3-foot  thick 
earth  layer.  This  earth  layer,  the  gutter,  and  the  top  of  berm  would 
be  seeded.  Below  the  berm,  the  IV  on  2 H  side  slope  of  the  diversion 
channel  would  be  protected  with  riprap  on  a  6-inch  layer  of  bedding 
material. 

B120.  Scheme  II.  A  typical  diversion  channel  section  for  Scheme  II 
is  shown  on  Plate  B18.  Scheme  II  would  provide  a  levee  along  the 
right  bank  of  the  diversion  channel.  The  levee  would  extend  from  top 
of  rock  to  3  feet  above  design  water  surface.  The  levee  would  have  a 
10-foot  top  width  and  IV  on  2.5  H  side  slopes.  At  the  landward  toe. 
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a  gutter  would  be  provided.  Beyond  the  gutter,  the  cut  would  extend 
on  a  IV  on  2H  slope  through  the  trash.  The  top  of  levee  and  landward 
slope  of  the  levee  would  be  seeded.  The  levee  slope  adjacent  to  the 
diversion  channel  would  be  protected  with  riprap  on  a  6-inch  layer  of 
bedding  material. 

B121.  Scheme  III.  A  typical  diversion  channel  section  for  Scheme  III 
is  shown  on  Plate  B19.  A  3-foot  thick  layer  of  earth  would  be  placed 
on  the  IV  on  2H  excavated  slope.  At  the  toe  of  the  slope,  riprap  on 
6  inches  of  bedding  material  would  be  placed  on  the  3-foot  thick  layer 
of  earth.  The  top  of  riprap  would  be  set  2.5  feet  above  design  water 
surface.  Above  the  riprap,  the  3 -foot  thick  layer  of  earth  would  be 
seeded . 


B122.  Cost  Comparison.  Quantities  for  the  entire  reach  of  the 
diversion  channel  were  used  for  the  cost  comparison  of  the  three 
schemes.  The  major  difference  in  costs  are  caused  by  the  variation 
In  the  quantity  of  trash  excavation.  The  cost  comparison  for  the 
schemes  is  shown  on  Table  Bll.  Computations  for  the  cost  compari¬ 
son  are  presented  in  Subappendix  Bl.  As  the  design  life  of  each 
scheme  is  greater  than  50  years  and  maintenance  costs  are  approxi¬ 
mately  equal,  the  comparison  is  on  the  basis  of  construction  cost. 

TABLE  Bll 


COST  COMPARISON 

DIVERSION  CHANNEL  DOWNSTREAM  FROM  FLUME 


Scheme 
Scheme  I 
Scheme  II 
Scheme  III 


Construction  Cost 
$1,153,000 
$1,880,000 
$  933,000 


COST  COMPARISON  -  RATIO  OF  COSTS 
Scheme  I  /Scheme  III  1.24 

Scheme  II/Scheme  III  2.02 

B123.  Aesthetic  and  Environmental  Effects.  Aesthetically, 

Schemes  I  and  HI  are  preferred  over  Scheme  II  because  the  seeded 
slope  would  have  a  more  pleasing  visual  impact  once  the  grass  cover 
is  established.  Environmentally,  Scheme  ill  is  preferred  because  it 
is  the  scheme  requiring  the  smallest  amount  of  trash  to  be  excavated 
and  spoiled  at  another  site.  With  Scheme  III  there  would  be  less 
trash  to  be  hauled  on  the  streets  and  highways  of  Cleveland.  Reducing 
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the  amount  of  trash  to  be  spoiled  would  reduce  the  environmental 
problems  associated  with  the  spoiling  of  trash.  Scheme  II  has  only 
one  advantage.  If  in  the  future,  for  environmental  reasons,  the  trash 
remaining  after  completion  of  the  project  would  have  to  be  removed, 
then  the  trash  could  be  removed  under  Scheme  II  without  affecting  the 
project. 

B124.  Selected  Alternative.  The  only  advantage  of  Scheme  I  over 
Scheme  III  is  the  access  berm  to  be  provided  under  Scheme  I. 

However,  since  there  would  be  access  to  the  bottom  of  the  diversion 
channel  from  the  upstream  end  of  the  diversion  channel,  the  additional 
cost  of  Scheme  I  is  not  Justified.  Aesthetically,  Schemes  I  and  III 
would  be  about  the  same;  however,  they  are  both  preferred  over 
Scheme  II.  Environmentally,  Scheme  III  is  preferred  over  Schemes  I 
and  II.  Scheme  III  is  selected  for  final  design. 


SECTION  M 


PROTECTION  OF  AIR -SLAKING  SHALES 


B125.  General.  The  bedrock  at  the  project  site  is  shale  that  has  the 
characteristic  of  air-slaking.  That  is,  the  rock  disintegrates  after  be¬ 
ing  exposed  to  the  air.  Air-slaking  shales  are  expected  to  be  a  prob¬ 
lem  along  reaches  where  the  bottom  of  the  various  channels  will  be  ex¬ 
cavated  into  rock  and  the  flows  along  these  reaches  will  be  infrequent. 
Air-slaking  is  not  expected  to  be  a  problem  in  the  bottom  of  the  mod¬ 
ified  channel  where  flow  will  be  continuous.  The  flood  protection  pro¬ 
ject  is  designed  for  a  100-year  frequency  flood.  Based  on  the  control 
at  the  upstream  end  of  the  project,  flood  waters  are  expected  to  flow 
down  the  floodway  channel  once  in  seven  years .  In  the  modified  chan¬ 
nel,  a  low  flow  channel  will  be  provided.  The  bottom  of  the  modified 
channel  adjacent  to  the  low  flow  channel  will,  therefore,  not  have  a 
continuous  flow  over  it.  The  diversion  channel  is  designed  so  that  low 
and  normal  flows  will  by-pass  the  diversion  channel.  The  bottom  ele¬ 
vation  of  the  flume  at  the  upstream  end  of  the  diversion  channel  is  high¬ 
er  than  the  bottom  of  the  modified  channel,  thereby  preventing  low  and 
normal  flows  from  entering  the  diversion  channel.  Along  the  reaches 
where  the  exposed  rock  in  the  bottom  of  the  channels  will  not  be  con¬ 
tinuously  wet,  the  exposed  rock  will  probably  alr-slake  or  disintegrate 
to  a  depth  of  about  6  inches.  The  disintegrated  rock  would  then  act  as 
a  protective  covering  and  stop  further  air-slaking  of  the  rock.  However, 
this  protective  covering  would  be  washed  away  when  floodwaters  flow 
over  the  exposed  rock  surface.  After  the  protective  covering  is  re¬ 
moved,  a  new  cycle  of  air-slaking  and  subsequent  removal  of  the  pro¬ 
tective  covering  will  begin.  Several  measures  to  protect  against  air- 
slaking  on  the  bottom  of  the  channels  were  considered,  and  a  cost  com¬ 
parison  was  made.  These  protective  measures  are  shown  on  Plate  B20. 

B126.  Riprap  Protection.  For  this  alternative,  the  air-slaking  shale 
would  be  protected  by  12  inches  of  riprap  on  6  inches  of  bedding  ma¬ 
terial.  The  bedding  material  would  be  used  to  prevent  deteriorated 
shale  from  washing  through  the  riprap  layer.  The  design  life  of  the  rip¬ 
rap  and  bedding  material  is  in  excess  of  50  years;  therefore,  the  only 
maintenance  costs  would  be  for  cutting  weeds  and  brush  that  might 
grow  through  the  riprap. 

B127.  Shotcrete  Protection.  For  this  alternative,  the  air-slaking  shale 
would  be  protected  by  a  3 -inch  layer  of  shotcrete  with  welded  wire  mesh. 
The  shotcrete  would  provide  a  durable  impervious  cover  over  the  rock. 

No  maintenance  of  the  shotcrete  is  anticipated  over  the  50-year  design 
life. 

B128.  Grass  Cover  Protection.  For  this  alternative,  the  rock  chan¬ 
nel  bottom  would  be  over -excavated  1  foot  and  refilled  with  earth.  The 
earth  would  be  seeded.  If  the  underlying  rock  deteriorated,  it  would 
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just  result  In  a  thicker  earth  layer.  Where  the  channel  velocities  are 
low,  the  grass  would  provide  sufficient  erosion  protection.  Mainte¬ 
nance  would  be  limited  to  mowing . 

B129.  Cost  Comparison.  Construction  costs  were  estimated  for  the 
three  alternatives  using  100  square  yards  of  channel  bottom.  As  main¬ 
tenance  costs  vary,  the  average  annual  construction  costs  were  com¬ 
puted  and  added  to  the  annual  maintenance  costs.  Table  B12  summa¬ 
rizes  the  costs  and  presents  a  comparison  of  the  three  alternatives. 

TABLE  B12 

COST  COMPARISON 
PROTECTION  OF  AIR-SLAKING  SHALE 

(Costs  Per  100  Square  Yards  of  Channel  Bottom) 

'  Average 


Construction  Annual 

Alternative  Cost  Cost  (1 

(1)  Riprap  Protection  $2,070  $120 

(2)  Shotcrete  Protection  3,540  205 

(3)  Grass  Cover  Protection  480  31 


COST  COMPARISON  -  RATIO  OF  AVERAGE  ANNUAL  COSTS 

Cost  (l)/Cost  (3) 

Cost  (2)/Cost  (3) 

(1)  Includes  maintenance. 

B130.  Aesthetic  and  Environmental  Effects .  The  grass  cover  protec¬ 
tion  alternative  would  be  preferable  to  the  other  schemes  both  aesthet¬ 
ically  and  environmentally.  The  grass  would  provide  some  habitat  for 
small  animals.  The  appearance  and  effects  of  the  grass-covered  chan¬ 
nel  have  already  been  addressed  in  the  Phase  I  GDM.  The  riprap  pro¬ 
tection  would  provide  less  habitat  than  the  grass  cover  and  would  ap¬ 
pear  less  natural.  The  shotcrete  would  provide  no  habitat  and  it  would 
appear  quite  artificial .  Furthermore ,  minor  undulations  in  the  imper¬ 
vious  shotcrete  could  pond  minor  amounts  of  water.  This  would  result 
in  stagnant  pools,  which  would  both  be  an  eyesore  and  provide  breeding 
grounds  for  undesirable  insects. 

B131.  Selected  Alternative .  The  grass  cover  alternative  is  selected 
for  final  design  in  those  areas  where  the  design  channel  velocity  is 
sufficiently  small  that  erosion  of  the  earth  and  grass  would  not  occur. 
This  alternative  is  selected  because  of  its  low  cost  and  minimal  aes¬ 
thetic  and  environmental  impact.  For  those  areas  where  design  channel 


3.87 

6.61 


velocities  are  such  that  increased  protection  is  required,  the  riprap 
protection  is  selected  over  the  shotcrete  protection.  The  grass  pro*- 
tection  would  not  provide  sufficient  erosion  resistance  in  these  areas. 
The  riprap  is  selected  over  the  shotcrete  because  of  its  lower  cost  and 
reduced  impact  on  both  the  aesthetics  and  the  environment. 


SECTION  N 


SOCIO-ECONOMIC  EFFECTS 


B132 .  General.  The  social  well-being  and  regional  development 
effects  of  the  project  were  addressed  in  the  Phase  I  GDM.  Most  of  the 
conclusions  reached  in  the  Phase  I  GDM  remain  valid  for  any  of  the 
alternatives  considered  in  these  alternative  studies.  The  aesthetics 
of  each  alternative  have  been  previously  discussed.  The  only  signifi¬ 
cant  departure  from  the  Phase  I  GDM  is  the  impact  upon  employment 
and  income.  The  net  result  of  the  previously  discussed  changes  from 
the  Phase  I  GDM  selected  plan  will  result  in  an  increase  in  the  total 
project  costs.  Therefore,  the  increased  construction  costs  will  aid  in 
reducing  unemployment  and  increasing  income  in  the  Cleveland  area. 
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April  21,  1978 


Mr.  Gaorga  8.  Brook*,  Chief 
Operations  and  Maintenance  Support  Soetlon 
Buffalo  District,  Corpa  of  Engineers 
1776  Niagara  Stroat 
Buffalo,  New  York  14207 

Ra:  Contract  No.  DACW49-7B-C-0032 
Big  Craak  Flood  Fro  taction  Project 
C  lava  land,  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio 

Dear  Mr.  Brooka: 

wa  ara  forwarding  harawlth  a  ganaral  plan,  proflla  and  croaa- 
aactlona  for  tha  subject  projact .  Tha  plan  and  arosa-aactiooa  ahow  a 
preliminary  alignment  for  tha  floodway,  modified  channal,  d  War  a  ton 
channal  and  railroad  ra  location.  Tha  profUa  la  only  for  tha  floodway. 

Tha  gradaa  and  atructura  location*  a  Sown  on  tha  proflla  ara  aaaantlally 
thoaa  presented  In  tha  Phasa  I,  Ganaral  Daalgn  Moaaarandum. 

Tha  locations  for  tha  propoaad  drill  holaa  ara  also  shown  on  tha 
plan.  Tha  Phasa  1  drilling  has  baan  ravlaad  froai  tha  pravloua  aubalsston 
and  is  now  praaantad  for  final  oonaaant  and/or  approval  bafora  start  of 
drilling. 

Tha  allgnawnts  shown  ara  preliminary  and  can  b*  raflnad  as 
additional  survay  and  foundation  information  becomes  ava t labia.  Tha 
problams  that  ara  involved,  howavar,  cannot  bo  albnlnatad  entirely  by 
alignment  refine  manta . 

Wa  ara  preparing  oo amenta  on  tha  attached  drawings  that  will  ha 
forwarded  to  you  within  a  few  days . 

Vary  truly  yours, 

GANNETT  FLEMING  CORD  DRY  AND  CARPENTER,  INC. 


ACHrp 


A  .  C .  HOOKE 
Hoad,  Daa  Section 
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/t.  Georg*  B.  Brook*,  Chief 
C  peratlons  and  V.  a  lute  nance  Support  Section 
Buffalo  Utrlct,  Carp*  of  Engineers 
1776  Niagara  '"treet 
Buffalo,  New  York  14707 


IJRTf C T :  Contract  No.  _  ^CV  49-78-C-003'> 

Big  Creek  Flood  Protection  Protect 
Cleveland,  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio 


ear  Mr.  Brooks: 

Reference  l*  made  to  the  general  plan,  profile,  and  cross  section*  we 
submitted  to  you  on  Sprll  ?0.  1978.  Regarding  this  submission,  we  offer  the 
following  comment*  for  your  consideration. 


»•  SJMttl. 

V  here  possible,  we  tried  to  follow  the  alignments  as  presented  in  the 
Phase  I  General  ealgn  Memorandum  (G1  M).  However,  because  of  various 
constraints,  the  alignments  as  presantad  in  tha  Phase  I  G  il  could  not  always 
be  followed.  V. e  made  a  number  of  assumptions,  such  as  the  location  of 
bridge  piers  and  bottom  grad*  of  the  existing  strewn.  These  assumptions 
should  ba  sufficiently  accurate  for  preliminary  purposes.  Por  the  floodway, 
modified  channel,  and  diversion  channel,  we  used  the  bottom  widths  and  side 
slopes  as  shown  In  tha  Phasa  I  G>'*h’ .  Por  tha  fill  of  tha  relocated  B*C  Railroad, 
we  used  a  slda  slope  of  IV  on  2.SH,  The  grades  of  the  floodway,  modified 
channel,  and  diversion  channel  are  essentially  tha  same  as  shown  In  the 
Fhaae  I  G  i  K' . 


*•  fltieaaa  b&q  BHiata. 

The  alignment  of  the  relocated  Bf-C  Railroad  had  to  ba  set  before  the  align¬ 
ment  of  the  floodway  could  be  determined.  Por  the  grade  of  the  relocated 
Railroad,  we  used  essentially  the  same  grade  as  that  of  tha  existing  Railroad. 


Gannett  Fleming  Cohodry  a 


Carpenter.  Inc. 


Aim  27,  1978 


For  frellmlnary  purposes ,  wo  show  IS  toot  ti  tha  minimum  top  width  of  the 
Railroad  —bonk— at.  Tho  dlstanoe  from  tha  eaatarllna  of  track  to  right  odga 
of  tha  top  of  fill  was  aat  at  IS  Mat.  Although  not  shown  oa  tha  crosa  auctions. 
It  la  plannad  to  provide  a  S-foot  wlnlmuw  dapth  vee-gutter  along  tha  1a ft  odga 
where  tha  top  of  fill  lataraaota  tha  aiopa  of  tho  Norfolk  and  wastarn  Railroad 
embankment.  Aa  aotad  abeva,  wa  uaad  IV  on  2.SH  aa  tha  slopo  of  tha  ralocatad 
Railroad  fill.  This  oust  ho  ooaaldarad  preliminary  alaoa  tha  final  aiopa  will  ba 
baaad  on  tha  results  of  tha  stability  analysis.  Wa  believe  tha  ralooatad  B&O 
Railroad  as  shown  on  tha  gaaaral  plan  and  cross  auctions  la  sufficisat  for 
preliminary  purpoaas . 


8.  Diversion  Channel.  Baaad  on  a  IV  oa  2H  aiopa ,  tha  maximum  haight  of 
tail  at  tha  right  bank  of  tha  diversion  c  ha  final  la  about  US  foot.  Tho  ralooatad 
BVO  Railroad  alignment  on  tha  loft  bank  la  ahown  without  spirals.  Whan  spirals 
era  addad,  tha  Railroad  will  mova  towards  tha  right  bank  requiring  that  tha 
diversion  chanaal  alao  move  toward  tha  right  bank.  This  will  result  In  grantor 
cuts  and  increased  axes  vet  ion  in  tha  right  bank  area.  It  was  assumed  diet  tha 
cut  was  In  overburden,  if  rook  la  dose  to  tha  surface  on  tha  right  bank,  tha 
slope  could  ba  steepened  —  thereby  reducing  the  sine  of  cut  and  amount  of 
excavation.  Results  from  tha  subawfoca  exploration  program  will  do  tormina 
whara  rock  la  la  this  area.  If  tha  cut  aiopa  cannot  ba  steepened ,  tha  excavation 
In  this  area  will  greatly  exceed  tha  asaount  estimated  in  tha  Phase  I  GDM .  Wa 
believe  any  additional  stud  Las  in  tho  diversion  channel  area  should  bo  delayed 
until  information  from  tha  subsurface  exploration  program  la  obtained,  m  tha 
fropoaed  drill  hole  layout,  than  la  only  one  hole  in  tha  right  bank  wee  of  tha 
diversion  channel.  This  will  supply  a  limited  amount  of  Information. 


Due  to  tho  location  of  tha  existing  spur  trackage  and  tha  piers  of  tha 
Watt  25th  Street  Bridge,  tha  ralooatad  Railroad  spur  must  cross  tha  concrete 
flume  at  about  tha  location  ahown  on  the  general  plan,  Tha  radius  of  curvature 
that  is  shown  connecting  tha  spur  to  the  mainline  is  about  280  feet.  Tha 
minimum  acceptable  radius  by  ARIA  Standards  la  about  350  foot  and  requires 
a  tangent  section  at  tha  mainline  beyond  tha  spirals  of  tha  mainline  curve. 

ThU  would  make  it  Incompatible  with  tha  alignment  proposed  in  tha  Phass  I 
GCM.  Fven  if  tha  alignmaat  can  ba  auooaaafully  resolved ,  the  toe  of  Ralfroad 
fill  will  encroach  on  the  divers  ion  channel  upstream  and  downstream  of  tha 
Duma.  Either  retaining  walla  or  trestles  would  ba  required  to  eliminate  this 
conflict. 


At  approxUseto  Ploodway  Station  82* OOP,  tha  floodway  alignment  curves  to 
tha  right  la  order  to  achieve  a  confluence  with  the  amdlfled  Big  Croak  alignment, 
la  doing  so,  the  Ooodwny  moves  from  a  Vocation  between  tha  existing  and  ralooatad 
Railroad  alignments  to  a  locatioa  dowahlll  of  the  existing  Railroad.  A  cutoff  laves 
will  be  required  along  tha  left  aide  of  tha  floodway  la  order  to  prove nt  floed flows 
from  going  over  tha  toft  bank  of  tha  floodway  and  ooatiauing  down  tha  natural 
channel  that  will  exist  between  the  ralooatad  and  existing  Raifroad  allgaaeau. 
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C.  divide  Between  Modified  Chennel  and  Flood  wjy. 

The  cut  slopes  on  the  left  bank  of  the  modified  channel  and  the  right  bank 
of  the  floodway  intoned,  sometimes  below  deilgn  water  surface.  This  would 
allow  floodwaters  to  pass  over  the  Intersecting  point.  On  the  transmitted  cross 
sections,  the  slopes  are  drawn  without  riprap  In  the  modified  channel,  v  hen 
riprap  Is  added,  the  slopes  will  cut  further  into  the  existing  banks.  This  will 
lower  the  intersection  point.  This  point  Is  now  shown  as  a  peak.  It  would  not 
be  practical  to  construct  It  this  way.  We  would  recommend  a  10-foot  minimum 
top  width  In  this  divide  area.  »•„  any  jivcn  section  In  this  area,  the  water  sur¬ 
face  elevation  of  the  floodway  is  different  from  that  of  the  modified  channel  (a; 
shown  in  the  Phase  I  C  *•!).  The  condition  that  exists  here  is  quite  different 
from  that  presented  In  the  Phase  I  C!  M.  A  standard-type  I-wall  in  the  divide 
would  permit  the  water  surface  elevations  to  be  at  different  elevations.  Sub¬ 
surface  conditions  will  determine  whether  or  not  an  l-wall  is  practical  in  this 
area,  tf  some  type  of  dividing  structure  is  not  constructed .  the  hydraulics  will 
be  substantially  different  from  that  presented  In  the  Phase  t  O 


aaa*  wav  Alignment. 

Between  Station  7'J‘OOF  and  Station  102* OOP,  the  alignment  of  the  floodway 
was  moved  about  30  feet  towards  the  right  bank  to  avoid  any  conflict  with  the 
fill  of  the  relocated  BkC  Railroad  on  the  left  bank. 


e.  tesailsnat.  ,rgp  ‘EUlwayg. 

The  floodway  is  about  160  feet  shorter  than  the  one  presented  In  the  Phase  t 
C  V.  V  o  held  the  upstream  limit  of  the  project  at  Mat  Ion  119i  30  at  the  poln; 
shown  in  the  Phase  I  O  >'  and  stationed  accordingly.  As  noted  on  the  general 
plan,  we  are  referring  to  floodway  station  as  "F",  modified  channel  as  and 

diversion  channel  as  "  V  1th  the  stationing  started  as  noted,  the  drop  spill¬ 
ways  are  located  at  the  stations  presented  In  the  Phase  I  C  t  ‘ . 


9.  um Mass  flam  to1*  9t  nw***. 

The  levee  along  the  right  bank  of  the  floodway  near  Station  109*09F 
encroaches  on  some  of  the  too  buildings.  The  floodway  could  be  moved  slight!. > 
to  the  left  but  not  enough  to  eliminate  the  need  for  taking  these  buildings. 


10.  BtMlOM  at  Right  Bids  at  Canaria  Transition. 

Although  we  have  not  gotten  involved  in  any  detailed  studies  at  the  Nagy 
Boulevard  area,  It  appaara  to  us  that  stoplocs  will  be  reculred  at  the  right  side 
at  about  Station  1144  00F.  A  flood  gate  would  be  an  alternative  to  providing  stop- 
logs.  This  Is  the  entranos  to  a  zoo  maintenance  road  which  leads  to  low-lyirv 
areas  in  the  zoo.  tf  (t  Is  not  closed  ofr,  floodwaters  from  the  floodway  will 
enter  tbs  zoo.  The  left  side  is  a  continuation  of  Nagy  Boulevard  and  cannot  be 
dosed.  Flooding  on  the  left  side  Is  limited  to  highway.  It  is  suggested  that 
effect  of  vertical  curves  of  highway  and  wall  opening  on  chute  performance  and 
hydraulic  Jump  basin  be  reviewed . 
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11.  ABNOROh  aalii  to  CNMTttt  Chlltt. 

At  the  upetrvam  and  of  the  project ,  the  approach  walla  to  the  concrete  chute 
extend  far  into  the  right  bank  hillaide  a*  shown  on  the  genera)  plan.  Thia 
encroachment  could  be  reduced  by  using  a  amaller  flair  angle  on  the  approach 
well.  Vie  alao  note  that  a  fl aired  approach  wall  or  aotne  other  type  of  cutoff 
will  be  required  at  the  left  bank  to  prevent  Qoodwater  from  flowing  bttwoen  tht 
chut*  and  the  railroad  a  m  bank  man  t. 


12.  amend  aifeiMrttgilateaiJtei- 

v  e  have  ahowa  the  location  of  the  propoaed  drill  holei  on  the  general  plan. 
The  number  of  drill  holea  remaina  at  27  aa  previously  propoaed.  However,  we 
are  recommending  a  change  in  the  location  of  some  of  tha  drill  holea  in  order 
that  they  be  com  pa  tibia  with  the  general  plan.  When  we  met  with  you  on 
February  24,  1978,  Mr.  Gerlach  requested  that  the  number  of  Phaae  I  drill  holes 
be  reduced  bom  is  to  14.  This  we  have  done  ea  shown  on  the  general  plan. 

1  rill  Holes  1  through  14,  Inclusive,  ere  Phase  I  end  ;:rlll  Holea  15  through  27, 
Inclusive,  are  Phase  n.  The  basic  layout  of  the  27  drill  holea  and  the  need  for 
each  (bill  hole  la  essentially  the  same  aa  previously  proposed,  we  are  recom¬ 
mending  changes  In  the  location  of  some  of  the  drill  holea  In  order  to  obtain  the 
moat  useful  information  possible.  V>e  did  not  revise  the  estimate  of  linear  feet 
of  drilling,  v  e  do  not  anticipate  any  significant  change  from  the  760  L.F.  of 
total  drilling  previously  proposed  and  approved  by  your  office. 


22.  Additional  svrmr  Required. 

We  will  need  certain  field  survey  data  and  drawings  or  existing  structures. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Items  needed; 

a.  Cross  aoctfosis-  across  the  stream  bed  will  be  needed  at  certain  Vocation*. 
Oh  the  topographic  map  that  you  gave  us,  the  contour  across  the  stream  represents 
water  surface,  streambed  data  will  be  needed  et  the  following  locations: 

(1)  From  tha  outlet  of  the  three-barrel  conduit  to  about  200  feet  down¬ 
stream  of  tha  West  25th  Street  Bridge. 

(2)  At  the  downstream  end  of  the  project  between  Station  S3+50M  end 
Station  S6+00M  (see  Genera]  Plan  transmitted  April  20,  1976). 

(3)  From  the  outlet  of  the  two-barrel  conduit  to  a  point  about  ISO  feet 
downstream  from  the  outlet, 

b.  Her  Information  far  Fulton  PlfXway  Bridge.  Drawings  on  tha  brtdga 
piers  will  be  needed.  Sirvey  information  on  the  piers  et  the  right  end  left  side 
of  the  concrete  chute  will  also  be  needed,  in  particular,  tha  location  of  plars 
will  have  to  be  tied  Into  the  coordinate  system  used  on  the  topographic  drawings. 
The  location  of  tha  brtdga  plars  are  particularly  Important  because  the  chute  will 
have  to  be  located  ea  dose  as  possible  to  the  plars  at  tha  la  ft  side  in  order  to 
beep  the  out  on  the  right  bank  to  a  minimum.  Topography  et  the  bridge  piers 
(under  the  bridge)  will  also  be  needed.  The  topography  under  the  bridge  was  not 
picked  up  by  the  phot ogrerame trie  survey. 
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c.  PIN  mtorattlon  for  Will  li th  Stree t  Br ;ldge.  rawlngi  and  survey 

data  will  ba  naadad  for  the  piers  at  tha  right  and  lift  of  the  B'.C  Railroad.  The 
location  of  the  pier*  will  have  to  be  tied  Into  the  coordinate  system  used  on  the 
topographic  'Yawings .  The  location  of  the  piers  are  particularly  important 
because  clearance  reculrement*  will  have  to  be  met  when  laying  out  the  relocated 
Brr  railroad  and  the  spur  track.  Topography  at  these  two  bridge  plerr  wiu  also 
be  needed.  Topography  under  the  bridge  was  not  picked  up  by  the  photogramme  trie 
survey.  stalls  of  the  piers  will  also  be  needed  to  assess  foundation  treatment 
required . 

d.  Necfelk  end  vt astern  Railroad  Bridge  (at  v  est  •’5th  street  Bridge! . 

.  rawings  on  the  bridge  and  abutments  wUlbe  needed.  The  abutments  of  tht 
new  FT  railroad  Bridge  will  tie  Into  the  upstream  end  of  the  abutments  of  th^ 
Norfolk  and  V  astern  railroad  Bridge,  v  e  recommend  that  field  survey  data  be 
obtains*  for  the  abutments  at  the  upstream  end  of  the  bridge.  ^Ince  we  will  be 
Uetn  j  Into  this  abutment,  wc  feel  that  field  survey  data  is  needed  in  addition  to 
‘.he  drawing  information  to  verify  if  the  drawings  ere  up-to-date. 

••  Exiling  B&o  MUrcyd  Bridge  (upstream  eQsst  7Sth  street  fudge). 

•he  bridge  and  abutments  vlu  have  to  be  removaa,  rowing*  on  the  bridge  ana 
abutments  will  be  needed  for  estlnatln?  the  cost  of  removing  the  structures. 

t.  MO  BiUaafl  Mte  «  ownrNH  tnd  of  teiggj.  T  rawing  s  will  be 
needed  on  this  bridge  and  abutments.  The  relocated  B\C  track  will  be  Using 
Into  existing  track  fust  upstream  of  the  bridge.  Information  on  the  abutments 
will  be  helpful  since  the  diversion  channel  enters  the  existing  stream  ot  thlr 
location. 

g.  aictet frf,nryprlyTel  Canf** tt-  The  concrete  transition  will  tie  into 
tne  outlet  end  of  tha  throe-barrel  conduit,  tit  her  drawings  or  survey  Inform  itior. 
on  the  outlet  structure  will  be  needed .  The  Invert  elevation  at  the  end  of  the 
conduit  will  be  part  of  the  Information  needed. 

h.  Two-Benel  Conduit .  Tawing*  will  be  needed  on  the  two-barrel  conduit 

In  connection  with  the  design  of  the  concrete  transition  and  concrete  chute. 

1.  Norfolk  end  wgrtem  Pallroad  rulnigp  Structures.  Between  the  rulto.-. 
Parkway  Bridge  and  the  vest  75th  street  Bridge,  the  location  and  detail*  o' 
drainage  structures  along  the  Norfolk  and  Western  Railroad  will  be  needed.  ‘  e 
could  not  find  any  drainage  structures  on  the  topographic  map.  However,  It  Is 
possible  that  soma  exist  but  were  not  picked  up  by  the  photogramnetrlc  survev. 
Since  the  embankment  of  the  relocated  B'C  Pallroad  will  be  placed  directly 
below  the  embankment  of  the  Norfolk  ani  V. astern  Pallroad,  it  is  extreme!-' 
Important  that  details  on  any  existing  drainage  structures  be  obtained.  If  such 
structures  exist,  they  will  have  to  be  extended  Into  the  "gutter  system"  proposed 
for  the  uphill  side  of  the  BrC  embankment  and  then  carried  through  the  embank¬ 
ment  into  the  floodway . 

1.  General  information  needed  from  thePa Oreads,  in  connection  with  the 
B '  c  Pallroad  relocation  and  the  spur  track  relocation,  the  following  Information 
will  be  needed: 
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(I)  Track  Flee. 

(t)  140  Construction  Standards. 

(3)  BSC  Design  Guideline*. 

(4)  Typical  section. 

C5)  Turnout  "tandards . 

(!)  Communication  '  SlgnalUatlon  standards. 

(J)  PAv  Requirement  —  HO  Aiai  NSV  . 

(8)  Operating  r  aalgn  peedi— -B'C. 

U  v/oulc  be  desirable  that  we  obtain  the  above  information  at  a  Joint  meeting 
with  railroad  personnel. 

k.  Monument  Descriptions.  w«  need  descriptions  of  tbs  wo— wonts  and 
Markers  used  In  tba  topo^-aphic  strvoy ,  V  a  will  be  using  these  monument*  in 
staking  out  the  drill  bolea  and  soma  may  be  hard-to-flnd.  The  descriptions 
would  be  helpful. 

Very  truly  your  a , 

GANNETT  FLEMING  COD  T  RY  AN.  CARFtKrrr,  INC  . 


ATH/cb 


A.  C.  HOCKT 
Heed,  Den  Section 
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Big  Creek  Flood  Protection  Project 
Cleveland,  Cuyahoga  County,  OH 


16  May  1978 


Mr.  Albert  Hooke 
Head,  Dam  Section 

Gannet  Flemming  Corddry  and  Carpenter,  Inc. 
P.0.  Box  1963 
Harrisburg,  PA  17105 


Dear  Mr.  Hooke: 

The  purpose  of  this  letter  is  to  respond  to  each  of  your  27  April  1978 
comments  concerning  the  plan,  profile  and  cross  sections  you  prepared 
for  the  Big  Creek  Flood  Control  Project. 

The  following  is  our  response  to  each  of  your  comments  in  the  order 
presented  and  under  the  same  heading: 

a.  General .  We  anticipated  changes  in  the  basic  alignment  during 
the  Phase  II  GDM  studies  from  that  presented  in  the  Phase  I  GDM  report. 
However,  we  are  not  anticipating  any  major  changes  outside  the  Scope  of 
Work.  Your  comments  in  this  area  provided  us  some  insight  into  the 
preliminary  assumptions  you  used  to  fit  the  plan  into  the  project  area. 

We  recognize  that  you  will  eventually  refine  and  justify  the  slopes  used, 
etc.  in  the  detailed  design  portion  of  the  study  and  are  requesting 
specific  information  concerning  the  location  of  bridge  peirs  and  bottom 
grades  of  the  existing  stream  to  perform  the  detailed  design  required. 

The  survey  information  you  are  requesting  will  be  obtained  by  us  as 
outlined  in  paragraph  m  below. 

b.  Relocated  B&O  Railroad.  We  interpret  this  comment  as  information 
that  may  be  refined  in  the  future  but  does  not  require  a  response. 

c.  Diversion  Channel.  Paragraph  1  below  approves  your  subsurface 
exploration  program.  Your  comments  seem  to  indicate  that  you  are  uncomfor¬ 
table  with  the  boring  program  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Diversion  Channel. 

Our  F&M  section  has  reviewed  your  planFand  they  believe  that  the  Phase  II 
hole  locations  are  flexible  enough  to  provide  additional  information  if 
necessary.  Any  reservations  you  have  in  this  area  should  be  discussed 
during  the  joint  on-site  meeting. 
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We  are  concerned  about  restricting  your  studies  in  the  diversion  channel 
area  until  the  drilling  is  complete.  We  would  like  to  be  advised  if  you 
anticipate  this  to  affect  the  contract  schedule  dates. 

d.  Relocated  Railroad  Spur.  The  problems  in  aligning  and  constructing 
the  spur  line  appear  very  critical.  Please  keep  us  advised  of  your  findings 
concerning  this  item.  I  expect  to  have  George  Brooks,  my  Project  Manager, 
attend  the  meeting  you  will  have  with  the  railroad  personnel. 

You  mentioned  that  if  the  alignment  was  feasible,  a  retaining  wall  or 
trestles  would  be  required  to  eliminate  the  railroad  embankment  encroachment 
on  the  diversion  channel.  If  any  of  this  work  is  outside  the  Scope  of  Work, 
please  provide  us  with  sufficient  information  to  evaluate  the  necessity 
of  including  it  in  the  work  and  identify  the  extra  effort  anticipated. 

e.  Floodway  at  intersection  with  Modified  Channel.  Our  Hydraulics 
Branch  is  presently  re-evaluating  the  changed  conditions  you  identified 
in  your  letter  and  will  modify  the  hydraulics  between  the  lower  drop 
structure  and  the  confluence  between  the  floodway  and  main  channel.  This 
will  impact  on  the  necessity  for  the  cutoff  levee  ,you  mentioned.  Further 
the  location  of  the  lower  drop  structure  may  be  moved  upstream. 

f.  Divide  between  Modified  Channel  and  Floodway.  We  agree  with  the 
10  foot  minimum  top  width  in  the  divide  area  you  recommended  providing  it 
is  not  in  conflict  with  the  ER's  covered  in  the  Scope  of  Work.  In  regards 
to  the  dividing  structure  required,  our  hydraulics  branch  is  redesigning 
the  system  to  relocate  the  modified  channel-floodway  confluence  to  eliminate 
the  need  for  such  a  structure,  as  noted  above. 

g.  Floodway  Alignment.  No  comment  required. 

h.  Location  of  Drop  Spillway.  No  comment  required. 

i.  Levee  along  Right  Bank  of  Floodway.  The  zoo  buildings  that  are 
in  the  way  of  the  floodway  levee  are  wooden  buildings  that  house  the  heavy 
ungulates.  We  agree  that  these  buildings  should  be  moved  to  another 
location  prior  to  construction.  We  originally  planned  on  raising  the  low- 
lying  zoo  lands  in  the  area  rather  than  constructing  a  levee  per  se  ,  but 
will  count  on  you  to  evaluate  whether  constructing  a  levee,  providing  land¬ 
fill  to  the  area,  etc.  is  the  best  method  of  raising  the  low-lying  areas 

of  the  zoo  along  the  floodway.  In  either  case,  the  right  bank  must  be 
elevated . 
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j.  Stoplogs  at  Right  Side  of  Concrete  Transition.  We  acknowledge  that 
the  area  has  to  be  built  up  in  the  reach  to  prevei  .  floodway  waters  from  enter¬ 
ing  the  zoo;  but  have  not  agreed  to  the  method.  Lore  information  must  be 
provided  before  we  can  make  such  a  decision  (landfill,  stoplogs  .  .) 

Our  Hydraulic  Branch  has  reviewed  your  comment  with  respect  to  the  effect 
of  the  wall  opening  (if  stoplogs  are  }ised)  on  the  chute  performance  and 
hydraulic  jump.  They  state  that  the  jump  has  been  designed  to  occur  upstream 
of  this  area  and  further  concern  is  unwarranted.  They  will  verify  the 
jump  positioning  again  with  the  revised  confluence  location  of  the  floodway 
and  creek,  height  of  drop  at  spillways;  etc.,  after  the  results  of  the 
subsurface  exploration  program  are  available. 

k.  Approach  Walls  to  Concrete  Chute.  We  agree  that  the  approach  walls 
should  be  evaluated  and  altered  as  necessary  during  the  design.  We  anti¬ 
cipated  such  changes  would  occur  during  the  detailed  design  portion  of  the 
contract . 


l.  Proposed  Subsurface  Exploration.  We  have  reviewed  and  are  herein 
approving  your  subsurface  exploration  program  with  the  following  comments: 

i)  We  request  an  update  and  resubmittal  of  the  specifics  of  your 
program  in  accordance  with  paragraph  2  of  Appendix  C  to  the  Scope  of  Work. 
Your  most  recent  submittal  changed  hole  numbers  and,  in  the  case  of  hole 
#13,  location,  without  any  change  to  the  data  previously  supplied. 

ii)  Location  of  Phase  II  holes  are  subject  to  being  relocated  based 
on  Phase  I  boring  results. 

iii)  As  a  matter  of  clarification,  the  Buffalo  District  normally 
desires  to  accomplish  1/3  of  its  borings  in  the  Phase  I  portion  of  the 
exploration  program.  I  do  not  expect  this  to  impact  on  your  present 
program  but  if  you  are  aware  of  additional  holes  that  you  believe  could  be 
accomplished  with  the  Phase  II  rather  than  Phase  I  borings,  please  advise 
us  accordingly. 

m.  Additional  Survey  Data  Required.  Inclosure  1  provides  you  with 
the  creek  thalweg  and  the  cross  sections  you  requested  (para  13  a) .  I  have 
requested  our  surveyors  to  obtain  the  pier  information  you  requested  in 
paragraph  13  (b)  and  13  (c)  and  will  provide  it  to  you  when  available. 
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1  anticipate  it  will  take  two  weeks.  The  surveyors  will  also  look  for  and 
locate  any  drainage  structures  along  the  N&W  railroad. 

I  trust  that  this  letter  adequately  responds  to  your  comments. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Incl. 
as  stated 


DANIEL  D.  LUDWIG 


1 


Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers 
Contracting  Officer 


£>3-  11 


OANNKTT  FLEMINO  COHOORY  *►•*>  CARPENTER.  INC. 


Mar  21,  1178 


Mr.  A.  M.  Schuh 
Division  Manager 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
Chaaata  System 
Akron,  Ohio  44309 


Ra:  tig  Croak  Flood  Control  Project 
C  lava  Land,  Ohio 


Door  Mr.  Sebuh: 

Reference  la  mode  to  our  lattar  of  Mar  17,  1978,  regarding  tha  eub- 
loct  project  which  thla  firm  la  daalgnlng  for  tha  luffalo  District,  Carp*  of 
Engineers .  Wa  ladleatad  In  that  lattar  that  we  expected  to  a  and  you  another 
lattar  In  tha  near  future  requaatlng  a  mooting  with  your  ate  ft .  representatives 
of  the  Carp  a  of  Engineer*  and  our  par  tonne  1  In  order  to  diacuaa  dealgn 
cellar  la  and  atandarda  for  tha  pro  pea  ad  railroad  relocation.  Including  the  new 
bridge.  Accordingly,  we  are  requaatlng  that  euch  a  mealing  be  ccmsldared. 

At  part  of  the  propoead  emoting ,  we  ahould  like  to  obtain  the  follow¬ 
ing  Information  or  data  from  you: 

I.  Crewing*  of  the  emitting  railroad  bridge  that  la  upstream  of  the  West 
21th  Street  highway  bridge.  This  bridge  and  Ita  abutment*  will  hove  to  be 
reawved  at  part  of  the  flood  oontrol  work.  Information  will  be  needed  for 
eetUnetlag  the  ooet  of  removing  and  disposing  of  the  struoture. 

3.  Ckewlaga  of  the  existing  railroad  bridge  at  tha  downstream  and  of 
the  pro|act.  Drawings  will  be  needed  of  this  bridge  and  its  abutments.  The 
ralooated  trackage  will  he  tying  Into  the  existing  trackage  Just  upstream  of 
title  bridge.  Information  on  the  abutments  will  be  needed  becauee  the  pro¬ 
posed  diversion  channel  will  enter  the  existing  stream  near  this  point  and 
seam  grading  In  the  area  of  the  bridge  abutments  might  bo  required . 

3.  Flan  showing  details  of  the  existing  trackage  through  the  relocation 
eras.  Including  communication  and  signal  linos . 
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4.  Con  struct  Ion  standards  of  tha  Baltimore  and  Ohio. 

5.  Design  guidelines  of  the  Baltimore  end  Ohio  for  both  trackege  -ri  I 
bridges. 

6.  Typical  sections  used  for  various  location  conditions,  particularly 
stdehlll. 

7.  Turnout  standards . 

9.  Communication  end  signs Utetlon  standards. 

9.  Right-of-way  requirements. 

10.  Operating  and  design  speeds  for  relocated  section. 


Costs  Incurre i  In  preparing  the  above  data  for  our  use  m-'y  be  Invoiced 
to  this  firm,  attention  of  the  undersigned.  Please  let  us  know  when  and  where 
you  would  prefer  to  ta|<  to  the  C  orps  of  engineers  arid  our  representatives  about 
the  project.  May  we  suggest  sometime  during  the  June  7-9  period  ; 

Very  truly  yours , 

G  NNLTT  FU  MING  CORJJRY  “N  ^  CARPENTER,  INC  . 


A .  C  .  HOOJCT 
Head,  Dam  Section 
Hydraulic  Division 

AC  Hap 

oc:  Mr.  George  B.  Brooks, 

Buffalo  District,  Corps  of  Engineers 


Engineering  Department 


£hessie  System 

June  19,  1978  FD/94 

File:  H-10661 


Operating  Headquarters  Building 
P.  0  Bo*  1800 
Huntington,  W.  Va.  25718 


Mr.  A.  C.  Hooke 

Head,  Dam  Section,  Hydraulic  Division 
Gannett  Fleming  Corddry  and  Carpenter,  Inc. 

P.  0.  Box  1963 
Harrisburg,  Pa.  17103 

Dear  Mr.  Hooke: 

Please  refer  to  your  letter  of  May  23  requesting  plans  and  data  for  design 
work  In  connection  with  track  relocation  in  Cleveland,  Ohio  due  to  the  Big  Creek 
Flood  Control  Project. 

Per  your  request,  the  following  are  attached: 

1.  Bridge  No.  108  located  upstream  of  the  West  23th  Street  highway 
bridge.  Five  sheets  of  detailed  plans. 

2.  Bridge  No.  110  located  downstream  from  West  25th  Street.  Bridge 
sketch  only  as  detailed  plana  are  not  available. 

3.  Copy  of  Valuation  Maps  V-121.3(S*126  and  S-13a)  showing  track 
location.  Exact  location  of  tracks,  pole  lines,  etc.  should  be 
verified  in  the  field. 

4.  Design  criteria  for  track,  bridges,  etc. 

3.  Package  of  standard  plans  for  track  and  turnout  material,  land 
construction  details. 

6.  Pamphlet  titled  "Industrial  Sidetracks"  giving  brief  description  of 
sidetrack  layout,  design  and  construction.  Most  of  the  matter  will 
also  apply  to  main  track  work  except  for  quantities. 

7.  Pamphlet  titled  "Specifications  for  Track  Construction"  is  also 
primarily  for  sidetracks  though  most  of  the  data  applies  equally  to 
any  track. 

8.  Engineering  Department  Bulletins  R-4  (spiking)  and  R-13  (superelevation). 

9.  Operating  and  design  speeds  will  be  furnished  by  Mr.  Schuh’s  office. 

We  believe  your  request  for  a  meeting  to  be  slightly  premature  until  such 
time  as  plans  can  be  developed  In  some  detail  to  warrant  a  field  trip  to  review  same. 
We  certainly  will  assist  In  reviewing  preliminary  alignment,  grade,  etc.  plans  as  they 
become  available  to  help  direct  a  suitable  solution.  Please  feel  free  to  contact  this 
office  or  our  local  engineering  office  at  Akron. 

Very  truly  yours, 

^zJ/kuX 

ffi.  W.  Brent 
Chief  Engineer 

cc:  Mr.  A.  M.  Schuh  -  Please  furnish  Mr.  Hooke 

with  operating  speed  for  the  project. 

The  Chetepeahe  end  Ohio  Railway  Compeny  /  T6e  Baltimore  end  Ohio  Railroad  Company 
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Mr.  George  B.  Brooks,  Chief 

Operations  and  Maintenance  Support  Section 

Buffalo  District,  Corps  of  Engineers 

1776  Niagara  Street 

Buffalo,  New  York  14207 


SUBJECT:  Contract  No.  DACW49-78-C-0032 

Big  Creek  Flood  Protection  Project 
Cleveland,  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio 


Dear  Mr.  Brooks: 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  project  site  on  June  13,  1978.  The  main 
purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to  discuss  the  results  of  the  Phase  I  Subsurface 
Exploration  Program  and  proposed  changes  to  the  Phase  n  Subsurface 
Exploration  Program.  The  following  were  In  attendance: 

Buffalo  District,  Corps  of  Engineers  (NCB) 

George  B.  Brooks 
John  Gerlach 
Irving  Relnlg 

Gannett  Fleming  Corddrv  and  Carpenter,  Inc.  (GFCC) 

Albert  C.  Hooke 
Frederick  Futchko 
Peter  G .  Robelen 
Walter  Marriott 
James  H.  Thoma 

Buffalo  District  representatives  and  GFCC  representatives  met  at  the 
West  25th  Street  Bridge.  An  Inspection  of  the  downstream  end  of  the  project 
site  followed.  The  items  that  were  of  particular  Interest  In  this  area  in¬ 
cluded  the  piers  of  the  West  25th  Street  Bridge,  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  (B&O) 
Railroad  Bridge,  the  Norfolk  and  Western  (N&W)  Railroad  Bridge,  the  spur 
track  of  the  B&O  Railroad,  and  the  waste  pile  on  the  right  bank  downstream  of 
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the  West  25th  Street  Bridge.  Mr.  Hooke  noted  during  this  Inspection  that 
Mr.  Marriott  specialized  In  Railroad  Engineering  and  that  he  would  be  In¬ 
volved  in  the  B&O  Railroad  and  B&O  spur  track  relocations.  Mr.  Hooke 
also  noted  that  Mr.  Thoma  was  a  Bridge  Engineer  and  would  be  Involved  In 
the  design  of  the  two  Railroad  bridges.  After  looking  at  the  site  of  the  new 
B&O  Raliroad  bridge,  Mr,  Marriott  questioned  if  there  would  be  sufficient 
side  clearance  between  the  relocated  track  and  the  West  25th  Street  Bridge 
pier  to  meet  Railroad  standards.  The  distance  from  centerline  of  the  N&W 
track  and  the  downstream  edge  of  the  West  25th  Street  Bridge  pier  was 
measured  and  found  to  be  42.5  feet.  Mr.  Marriott  stated  that  this  was 
sufficient  and  clearance  should  not  be  a  problem. 

After  Inspecting  the  tracks  in  the  siding  area,  Mr.  Marriott  felt 
that  the  rail  and  hardware  could  be  re-used  but  the  ties  could  not. 

The  area  at  the  very  downstream  end  of  the  project  was  also 
inspected.  Mr.  Brooks  noted  that  Immediately  downstream  of  where  the 
project  terminates,  the  stream  originally  divided  into  two  channels.  The 
waste  material  being  dumped  In  this  area  has  completely  filled  in  the 
channel  that  was  against  the  right  bank.  Consequently,  the  stream  is  now 
only  flowing  in  the  other  channel  that  Is  right  next  to  the  B&O  Raliroad 
track.  Mr.  Brooks  Is  checking  into  this  situation.  He  noted  that  a  permit 
was  Issued  for  dumping  In  the  general  area  but  It  did  not  Include  filling  in 
the  channel.  During  the  Inspection  It  was  noted  that  a  large  steel  power 
pole  with  two  guy  wires  was  located  at  the  downstream  end  of  the  project. 
The  pole  and  guy  wires  will  have  to  be  relocated  in  order  to  construct  the 
diversion  channel.  Mr.  Brooks  stated  that  this  was  a  345,000  volt  line 
owned  by  the  Cleveland  Electric  Illuminating  Company.  Mr.  Brooks  will 
check  Into  the  relocation  of  this  utility. 

The  project  site  In  the  vicinity  of  the  Fulton  Avenue  Bridge  was  also 
Inspected.  The  concrete  transition  In  this  area  will  be  close  to  the  abut¬ 
ments  of  the  B&O  Railroad  bridge.  Although  the  bridge  abutments  might  not 
create  any  problems,  GFCC  stated  that  plans  of  the  bridge  might  be  needed. 
GFCC  will  check  Into  this  and  if  bridge  plans  are  required ,  GFCC  will 
request  them  from  the  Railroad. 

The  core  and  Jar  samples  from  the  Phase  I  drilling  were  stored  in 
Suburban  Power  Industry's  warehouse  near  the  project  site.  An  Inspection 
of  representative  core  and  Jar  samples  was  made.  Mr.  Robelen  noted  that 
the  core  samples  were  extremely  uniform  and  It  was  only  necessary  to  look 
at  cores  from  a  few  drill  holes.  Mr.  Robelen  stated  that  except  for  some 
minor  exceptions,  the  rock  encountered  Is  hard  medium  gray  shale.  It  was 
pointed  out  that  the  most  significant  characteristic  of  the  shale  is  that  It 
air  slakes.  The  core  samples  are  generally  long  solid  pieces  when  they 
come  out  of  the  core  barrel.  However,  within  an  hour  of  exposure  to  air, 
the  rock  starts  developing  fractures  parallel  to  the  bedding  and  In  a  few 
days  many  of  the  core  samples  are  completely  broken  Into  numerous  small 
pieces.  Mr.  Hooke  stated  that  the  alr-slaklng  characteristic  of  the  shale 
is  a  concern  where  the  floodway  and  diversion  channel  are  cut  Into  rock. 

In  these  areas  the  rock  will  disintegrate  to  a  depth  of  about  6  to  12  Inches 
and  then  the  disintegration  ceases.  When  a  flood  occurs,  the  disintegrated 
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material  will  be  washed  away.  After  a  flood,  a  new  cycle  of  disintegration 
will  start.  After  several  floods,  a  substantial  amount  of  the  rock  will  have 
been  removed.  This  would  not  be  a  problem  for  a  channel  that  has  a  con¬ 
stant  flow.  As  long  as  the  material  is  wet,  it  does  not  slake.  Mr.  Hooke 
recommended  that  riprap  on  bedding,  shotcrete,  or  some  other  type  of  protec¬ 
tive  material  be  considered.  Mr.  Brooks  noted  that  the  floodway  will  have 
floodflows  once  in  about  7  years.  A  decision  will  be  required  from  the 
District  as  to  whether  or  not  protection  should  be  considered. 

After  inspecting  the  core  and  jar  samples,  further  discussion  on  the 
project  continued  In  a  local  restaurant.  There  was  a  general  discussion 
about  the  proposed  concrete  flume  and  spur  Railroad  track  that  are  shown 
In  the  Phase  I  GDM  as  passing  through  the  same  arch  of  the  West  25th  Street 
Bridge. 


Mr.  Hooke  pointed  out  that  the  proposed  flume  is  supposed  to  have 
an  interior  width  of  60  feet  and  pass  through  the  arch  on  a  skew.  With 
3-feet  thick  walls,  the  out-to-out  width  of  the  flume  is  66  feet.  In  passing 
through  the  arch  on  a  skew,  the  flume  requires  a  width  of  86  feet.  From 
footer-to-footer  of  the  parallel  piers  of  the  arch,  there  Is  only  68  feet.  So, 
it  is  Impossible  for  the  60-foot  wide  flume  to  pass  through  the  arch  on  a 
skew.  It  would,  in  fact,  be  risky  to  try  putting  a  60-foot  flume  through 
normal  to  the  bridge,  or  parallel  to  the  piers.  There  would  only  be  a  foot 
clearance  on  either  side . 

As  part  of  the  Phase  I  drilling,  a  hole  was  drilled  near  each  pier. 

The  drilling  verified  the  pier  footer  elevations  scaled  from  the  bridge 
construction  drawings.  Looking  downstream,  the  left  pier  footer  apparently 
Is  founded  on  stratified  gray  shale  at  approximate  Elevation  600;  while  the 
right  pier  footer  is  founded  on  stratified  gray  shale  at  approximate 
Elevation  607.  The  invert  of  the  flume  is  approximate  Elevation  597,  so  the 
flume  excavation  grade  would  be  about  Elevation  594.  That  is,  the  flume 
excavation  must  be  taken  to  approximately  6  feet  below  the  foundation  of 
the  left  pier  and  approximately  13  feet  below  the  foundation  of  the  right  pier. 
Considering  that  the  rock  Is  a  horizontally  stratified,  air-slacking  shale,  it 
would  be  expedient  to  have  about  a  minimum  of  5  feet  of  rock  berm  between 
the  pier  footer  and  the  adjacent  excavated  trench.  Even  with  close-line 
drilling  to  control  the  limits  of  the  hand -excavated  area,  there  will  be  some 
overbreak.  The  vertical  surfaces  should  probably  be  covered  quickly  with 
about  3  inches  of  reinforced  shotcrete,  as  the  excavation  is  made  in  vertical 
layers,  to  seal  in  the  rock  moisture  and  provide  some  structural  support. 

If  a  flume  with  a  50-foot  interior  width,  or  56-foot  exterior  width, 
were  to  be  constructed  normal  to  the  bridge,  or  parallel  to  the  piers,  there 
would  be  a  6-foot  berm  or  either  side  of  the  flume  excavation  at  the  eleva¬ 
tion  of  the  respective  bridge  pier  foundation.  A  flume  with  a  40-foot  interior 
width,  or  46-foot  exterior  width,  If  constructed  on  a  skew,  would  require 
a  width  of  66  feet  normal  to  the  bridge.  This  would  be  tight  at  the  diametrically 
opposite  pier  footer  corners,  but  probably  could  be  constructed.  A  few  feet 
smaller  would  lessen  the  risk  somewhat.  Since  the  West  25th  Street  Bridge 
Is  owned  by  Cuyahoga  County,  the  question  was  raised  as  to  whether  the 
County  would  have  to  approve  the  preliminary  plans  and  specifications  for  the 
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flame.  Since  the  excavation  goes  below  the  pier  footers,  they  might  be 
Interested.  Mr.  Brooks  said  that  he  would  check  on  this. 

Information  will  be  required  from  the  District  as  to  the  hydraulic 
design  of  the  structure  that  they  decide  to  use  In  this  location. 

Mr.  Marriott  stated  that  there  were  many  problems  associated  with 
the  design  of  the  spur  Railroad  bridge .  With  the  flume  size  and  alignment 
complication  added  to  the  spur  turnout  radius  difficulties,  the  concept 
shown  In  the  Phase  I  GDM  Is  virtually  Impossible  to  achieve. 

Mr.  Marriott  presented  a  plan  showing  an  alternative  location  for  the 
spur  Railroad  bridge.  At  this  location  the  spur  Railroad  bridge  would  cross 
the  stream  about  500  feet  upstream  of  the  West  25th  Street  Bridge.  The 
spur  Railroad  bridge  at  this  location  would  be  about  200  feet  long  and  a 
middle  pier  would  be  required. 

Mr.  Brooks  agreed  that  the  problems  with  the  Railroad  spur  bridge 
at  its  Phase  I  GDM  location  are  such  that  a  new  location  is  warranted.  The 
new  location  proposed  by  GFCC  was  satisfactory  to  Mr.  Brooks.  Regarding 
possible  changes  In  the  flume  alignment  and  size,  Mr.  Brooks  stated  that 
he  will  have  the  Corps'  Hydraulic  Section  check  Into  the  alternatives 
available .  The  Hydraulic  Section  will  also  take  Into  consideration  the 
new  location  of  the  Railroad  spur  bridge  and  Its  middle  pier. 

There  was  a  general  discussion  regarding  required  clearance  between 
design  water  surface  and  low  steel  of  the  Railroad  bridges.  Mr.  Hooke  stated 
that  a  minimum  clearance  of  2.0  feet  has  been  used  by  GFCC  on  other  Corps' 
projects.  Mr.  Brooks  stated  that  he  would  check  into  this. 

Mr.  Brooks  stated  that  the  Corps'  Hydraulic  Section  has  changed 
some  project  features  as  a  result  of  hydraulic  computations  based  on  the 
Phase  I  drilling  Information.  Mr.  Brooks  stated  that  the  size  and  location 
of  the  upper  drop  spillway  will  remain  unchanged  but  the  lower  drop  spillway 
will  be  replaced  by  two  low  riprapped  structures.  There  would  be  a  drop  of 
about  3  feet  at  these  structures. 

There  was  a  general  discussion  on  the  waste  area  at  the  downstream 
end  of  the  project.  Mr.  Robelen  stated  that  it  Is  an  active  waste  area  and 
the  contours  are,  therefore,  constantly  changing.  The  latest  topographic 
map  was  based  on  photogrammetric  methods  from  aerial  photography  dated 
April  1977.  It  Is  not  known  how  much  the  contours  have  changed  since 
April  1977.  Mr.  Futchko  stated  that  a  considerable  amount  of  diversion 
channel  excavation  will  come  from  the  waste  material  and  in  order  to  have 
an  accurate  excavation  quantity,  the  contours  would  have  to  be  brought 
up  to  date.  Mr.  Brooks  stated  that  he  would  check  Into  the  possibility  of 
having  the  waste  area  surveyed. 

Mr.  Robelen  stated  that  If  an  old  USGS  topographic  map  of  the  site 
area  were  available.  It  could  be  used  for  determining  the  top  of  natural 
ground  line  at  the  waste  pile  area.  Mr.  Brooks  stated  that  he  would  check 
to  see  If  he  could  find  one . 
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Mr.  Hooke  stated  that  a  considerable  amount  of  the  relocated  Railroad 
fill  was  Intended  to  come  from  the  diversion  channel  excavation.  Since  a 
large  portion  of  this  excavation  is  waste  material  that  cannot  be  used  In  the 
Railroad  fill,  material  will  probably  have  to  be  borrowed.  Mr.  Futchko  also 
pointed  out  that  a  spoil  area  will  be  needed  for  the  excavated  waste  material. 
Mr.  Brooks  stated  that  he  would  check  into  finding  a  borrow  area  and  a  spoil 
area. 


Mr.  Hooke  noted  that  the  Phase  I  GDM  did  not  Include  a  discussion 
on  the  environmental  effects  of  the  waste  pile.  Mr.  Brooks  stated  that  he 
would  discuss  this  with  the  Environmental  Section  of  the  Corps. 

GFCC  presented  their  recommended  Phase  II  Drilling  Program. 

Mr.  Futchko  pointed  out  the  changes  from  the  original  Phase  II  Drilling 
Program.  Drill  Hole  Nos.  20  and  25  were  relocated  so  that  they  would  be 
located  at  the  abutments  of  the  new  location  of  the  spur  railroad  bridge. 

Drill  Hole  No.  18  was  relocated  In  order  to  obtain  Information  on  the  B&O 
Railroad  fill.  Drill  Hole  No.  27  was  relocated  In  order  to  obtain  more 
Information  on  the  waste  pile  material.  Mr.  Gerlach  agreed  that  these  holes 
would  give  more  useful  Information  at  their  relocated  position  than  at  their 
original  location.  Mr.  Futchko  stated  that  Drill  Hole  Nos.  24  and  26  could 
be  relocated  to  areas  where  more  useful  Information  could  be  obtained. 

After  a  general  discussion  on  this  matter,  it  was  agreed  that  Drill  Hole 
No.  26  would  be  relocated  to  the  waste  pile  area  and  Drill  Hole  No.  24 
would  be  relocated  to  the  levee  at  the  right  bank  of  the  floodway  at  the 
upstream  end  of  the  project.  Mr.  Robelen  stated  that  auger  borings  would 
be  obtained  to  supplement  the  drill  hole  information.  Auger  borings  were 
planned  at  the  left  side  of  the  chute  at  the  upstream  end  of  the  project, 
along  the  levee  at  the  right  bank  of  the  floodway  at  the  upstream  end  of  the 
project  and  at  the  waste  pile.  Mr.  Hooke  stated  that  a  survey  crew  would 
survey  In  the  relocated  drill  holes  and  the  auger  borings.  This  has  been 
accomplished . 

Mr.  Robelen  stated  that  undisturbed  samples  were  proposed  at  Drill 
Hole  Nos.  5,  6,  and  18,  and  that  pressure  tests  In  rock  were  proposed  at 
Drill  Hole  Nos.  17  and  19,  After  a  general  discussion  on  this,  Mr.  Gerlach 
agreed . 


Mr.  Relnlg  requested  that  some  soil  samples  from  the  waste  pile 
be  tested.  Mr.  Robelen  stated  that  representative  samples  would  be 
tested. 


Mr.  Robelen  requested  copies  of  Drilling  Log  Forms,  ENG  Forms  1836 
and  1836A.  Mr.  Gerlach  stated  he  would  send  these  to  GFCC.  These  have 
been  received.  Mr.  Gerlach  requested  that  the  core  boxes  be  re-lettered 
so  that  the  lettering  is  running  normal  to  the  long  axis  of  the  box  and  not 
parallel.  Mr.  Robelen  stated  that  this  would  be  done. 

Mr.  Robelen  stated  that  all  the  core  boxes  and  jar  samples  would 
be  taken  to  Harrisburg.  As  per  scope  of  work,  they  will  be  delivered  to 
Buffalo  when  design  is  complete . 
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Mr.  Hooke  stated  that  he  had  talked  to  the  Chessle  System  regarding 
setting  up  a  meeting  to  discuss  the  B&O  Railroad  relocation  and  the  two  new 
Railroad  bridges.  The  Chessle  $•  stem  thought  that  such  a  meeting  was  pre¬ 
mature  and  requested  that  prelim*  sary  plans  be  submitted  to  them  for  thel>- 
comment  and/or  approval.  There  was  a  general  discussion  on  the  procedure 
for  submitting  these  preliminary  plar  to  the  Chessle  System.  In  the  Interest 
of  saving  time,  Mr.  Brooks  requested  that  GFCC  send  them  directly  to  the 
Chessle  System  with  a  copy  to  the  Corps. 

GFCC  gave  the  following  information  to  the  Corps: 

1.  Logs  of  the  Phase  I  drilling. 

2.  Two  copies  of  a  plan  showing  the  revised  Phase  II 
Drilling  Program. 

3.  Two  copies  of  the  revised  Phase  II  drilling  showing 
breakdown  of  estimated  depths  of  overburden  and 
rock  drilling . 

4.  A  plan  showing  GFCC's  proposed  location  of  the 
spur  railroad  bridge.  GFCC  agreed  to  send  the 
Corps  another  copy  of  this  plan.  A  copy  Is 
transmitted  herewith. 

5.  A  print  of  the  West  25th  Street  Bridge  piers  with  the 
flume  shown  thereon .  Another  copy  of  this  drawing 
Is  also  forwarded  herewith. 

The  Corps  gave  the  following  to  GFCC: 

1 .  A  print  showing  the  location  of  the  20-lnch  diameter 
waterline  at  the  West  25th  Street  Bridge. 

2.  A  set  of  prints  showing  the  location  of  the  utilities 
of  the  Cleveland  Electric  Illuminating  Company. 

3.  A  set  of  prints  showing  the  location  of  the  utilities 
of  the  Division  of  Light  and  Power,  City  of 
Cleveland . 

4.  Survey  notes  for  location  of  bridge  piers  and 
cross  sections. 

5.  Mr.  Brooks'  handwritten  notes  on  N&W  Railroad 
meeting  (June  8,  1978). 

6.  Mr.  Brooks'  handwritten  notes  on  utility  and  landfill 
activity  at  site  (June  8,  1978).  Attached  to  the  notes 
is  Information  on  the  Hennlnger  Storm  Sewer. 
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On  June  23,  GFCC  received  the  design  Information  which  they  had 
requested  from  Chessle  System.  Included  were  two  Valuation  Maps.  We 
are  forwarding  half-scale  copies  of  these  maps  herewith  for  your  use.  The 
downstream  map  Is  of  Interest  since  It  shows  the  original  location  of  Big 
Creek  before  construction  of  the  Railroad,  it  also  shows  the  location  of  a 
City-owned  power  plant  and  reservoir  where  the  landfill  Is  now.  This 
probably  explains  the  ashes,  bricks,  and  large  sections  of  concrete  slabs 
found  at  the  bottom  of  the  trashpile  In  that  area.  Other  unusual  findings 
are  also  explained. 

We  are  forwarding  copies  of  Mr.  Robelen's  Phase  n  logs  for 
Mr.  Gerlach.  Now  that  the  Railroad  design  criteria  have  been  received, 
we  find  that  the  Chessle  requirements  are  well  over  AREA  minimum 
requirements.  A  preliminary  plan  should  be  ready  for  submission  to 
Chessle  about  July  6,  1978. 


Very  truly  yours , 

GANNETT  FLEMING  CORDDRY  AND  CARPENTER,  INC. 


A.  C.  HOOKE 
Head ,  Dam  Section 


ACH/cb 

Incls .  as  noted. 
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NCBED-DM  Re:  Contract  No.  DACW49-78-C-0032  28  July  1978 

Big  Creek  Flood  Protection  Project 
Cleveland,  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio 


Albert  Hooke,  Head,  Dam  Section 
Gannett  Fleming  Corddry  and  Carpenter,  Inc. 
P.O.  Box  1963 
Harrisburg,  PA  17105 


Dear  Mr.  Hooke: 

The  purpose  of  this  letter  is  to  provide  you  with  information  you 
requested  in  your  26  June  1978  letter  documenting  the  Phase  I  boring 
meeting. 

The  following  is  the  information  you  requested: 

Hydraulics.  Attachment  1  is  the  revised  hydraulic  design  for  the 
Big  Creek  FC  Project.  Essentially,  this  revision  replaces  the  two  8- 
1/2  foot  drop  structures  with  five  small  rocklined  drops,  relocates 
the  floodway  and  main  channel  junction,  increases  the  main  channel 
bottom  width  downstream  of  the  three  barrel  arch  culvert,  and  reduces 
the  diversion  channel  entrance  width  from  60  feet  to  50  feet. 

0 

Landfill  Operation.  The  landfill  operation  downstream  of  the 
W.  25th  Street  Bridge  is  being  conducted  by  Leone  Trucking  Co.,  Inc. 
of  Cleveland,  OH  under  a  permit  issued  by  the  city  of  Cleveland.  The 
Contractor  was  found  in  violation  of  Section  404  because  flow  of  the 
creek  was  being  altered.  The  Corps  has  stopped  this  operation  as  it 
affects  the  current  project  and  informally  Mr.  Leone  has  stated  that 
he  will  remove  the  debris  from  the  creek.  Any  additional  excavation 
required  in  the  project  area  as  a  result  of  this  landfilling  opera¬ 
tion  must  be  incorporated  into  the  project  design.  The  Corps  is 
updating  the  topographic  maps  in  the  landfill  area  and  will  forward 
the  revised  maps  to  you  when  they  are  completed.  Unfortunately,  we 
could  not  locate  any  pre-landfill  topographic  maps  of  the  area  you 
requested. 

Minimum  Clearance.  The  following  freeboard  allowances  are  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  satisfactory  for  this  project: 

a.  2  ft.  in  rectangular  cross  sections. 
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b.  2.5  ft.  in  trapezoidal  sections  for  concrete  and  lined 
channels. 

c.  2.5  ft.  for  riprapped  channels. 

d.  3  ft.  for  earth  levees. 

The  minimum  clearance  of  2  feet  will  be  required  between  design  water 
surface  and  low  steel  of  the  railroad  bridge  constructed  under  this 
project  unless  specifically  approved  otherwise. 

Power  Pole  Relocation.  The  relocation  of  the  132,000  volt  pri- 
mary  electric  pole  downstream  of  the  W.  25th  street  Bridge  is  the 
responsibility  of  our  local  cooperator.  What  we  need  from  you  is  a 
specific  determination  that  the  pole  and/or  its  guy  wires  need  to  be 
relocated  and  the  minimum  distance  involved.  Naturally,  we  would 
prefer  the  utility  pole  remain  in  its  present  location.  Please 
advise  us  accordingly  if  this  cannot  be  incorporated  into  the  design. 

Slaking  Shale.  Riprap,  shotcrete  or  some  other  type  of  protec¬ 
tive  material  is  required  on  the  bedding  of  the  air  slaking  shale  to 
control  the  rock  disintegration.  For  your  information,  I  am 
enclosing  a  copy  of  an  information  brochure  (Attachment  2)  of  a 
product  we  are  considering  on  another  project  to  control  erosion. 

Borrow  and  Spoil  Areas.  The  location  of  the  borrow  and  spoil 
areas  will  be  supplied  by  the  project’s  local  cooperator. 

I  trust  this  letter'  adequately  responds  to  your  comments. 

Sincerely  yours, 


2  Incl  DANIEL  D.  LUDWIG  / 

as  stated  Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers 

Contracting  Officer 


HARK.. . j,  PA. 

GANNETT  FU.r  ■\1G  CORDOWI  ^ 
AMD  CAHK^j/EB,  INC. 
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a  ANN  ITT  FlCMINO  CO*OD**  f 


Cajnmcntkh.  Inc. 


August  10,  1978 


Mr.  J.  v, .  kut,  Chief  HgttHr 
CHESStt  SYSTEM 
P.C.  Box  1800 

Huntington,  w««  Virginia  2S718 


SUBJECT:  Track  Relocation 

Big  Crank  Flood  Control  Projnct 
Clave  land ,  Ohio 


Cnar  Mr.  Brant: 


Reference  is  node  to  your  letter  of  June  19,  1978,  File:  H-10M1 , 
trana  mitt  lag  deaign  aland  arda  to  ua  for  use  on  the  auhjeot  protect,  which 
we  era  designing  for  the  Buffalo  District,  Corps  of  Engineers.  The  standards 
have  been  utilised  to  prepare  a  preliminary  layout  for  the  relocation. 

We  are  forwarding  herewith  two  copies  of  each  of  the  following  for 
your  ooeunent  and/or  approval. 

1.  Preliminary  layout  sheet,  showing  plan,  profile,  and 
roadbed  sections. 

2.  Six  cross  sections,  located  as  shown  on  the  layout 
sheet,  showing  the  relocated  tracks,  existing  tracks, 
and  proposed  flood  way , 

3.  preliminary  drawing  of  a  two-span  siding  bridge  over 
the  proposed  floodway. 

4.  ftellmlnary  drawing  of  a  mainline  bridge  over  Big 
Creak.  This  bridge  must  bs  constructed  adjacent  to 
the  existing  Norfolk  and  Western  Railroad  Bridge, 
so  that  the  two  bridges  era  side-by-side  under  an 
existing  arch  of  the  West  25th  street  highway  bridge. 

The  wingwells  of  the  Norfolk  end  Western  Railroad 
Nidge  must  be  removed  in  order  to  allow  the  two 
abutments  to  adjoin  each  ether.  We  plea  on  discussing 
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thU  with  the  Norfolk  and  Western  Railroad  after 
your  ooauneats  wo  rooalvod .  This  la  tha  only  loca- 
tfoa  wharo  tha  two  Railroad  aUgaasata  will  ba  a 
ahlaua  dlataaoa  apart, 

S.  Logs  of  taw  exploratory  holaa  drtllad  at  farldga 
abutraanta.  Location  of  holaa  ara  shown  oa  hrldga 
drawing!.  Tha  abutments  will  ba  founded  la  fine 
rook. 

Pleas#  inform  ua  of  any  additional  requirements  that  you  aright  have 
aad  what  additional  action  la  Beaded  to  dear  tha  relocation  far  final  design. 

Vary  truly  yours. 

GANNETT  FLEMING  CORDDKY  AND  CARPENTER,  INC. 


A.  C.  HOOKE 
Hoad,  Dan  Saotloo 

ACH/ob 

Ends,  as  aotad. 

oo:  Mr.  A.  M.  Sehuh,  Chassis  System,  Akron 

Mr.  George  B.  Brooks,  Buffalo  District,  Corps  of  Engineers 
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Mr.  Georoe  B.  Brooks.  Chief 
Operations  and  Maintenance  Support  Section 
Buffalo  District,  Corps  of  Engineers 
1776  Niagara  Street 
Buffalo.  New  York  14207 


SUBJECT:  Contract  No.  DACW49-7B-C-0032 

Big  Creek  Flood  Protection  Project 
Cleveland,  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio 


Pear  Mr.  Brooks: 

He  are  submitting  herewith  the  following: 

(1)  Five  print*  and  1  sepia  of  the  drawing  titled  'Baltimore  & 

Ohio  Railroad  -  Relocated  Mainline  and  Siding  •  Plan,  Profile,  and  Typical 
Roadbed  Section*.*  dated  August  10,  1978,  as  you  requested  this  date. 

(2)  Two  prints  of  typical  contract  drawing  for  log  of  core  borings. 
This  drawing  shows  the  procedure  we  normally  use  for  presenting  the  logs 
of  core  borings  on  contract  drawings.  Me  recownand  this  procedure  for 
the  Big  Creek  Flood  Control  Project.  The  vertical  scale  for  the  log  Is 

1  In.  a  10  ft.  Me  note  that  this  compares  with  the  1  In.  ■  1  ft.  verti¬ 
cal  scale  that  you  use  on  your  Drill  Log,  ENfi  FORM  1836  and  1836- A. 

Me  will  await  your  contents  and/or  approval  before  we  start  on  these 
drawings. 

(3)  Two  prints  of  an  up-dated  General  Plan.  The  cut  slopes  at  the 
diversion  channel  are  not  shown  on  the  plan.  Me  are  still  wrklng  on  the 
diversion  channel  and  are  In  the  process  of  revising  It  as  required  to  be 
compatible  with  the  revised  topography  that  you  recently  sent  to  us.  Me 
believe  that  the  revisions  required  at  the  diversion  channel  will  not 
have  a  significant  effect  on  the  hydraulics. 
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(4)  Two  sets  of  prints  of  floodway  and  Modified  channel  cross  tactions. 
There  are  IS  sheets  per  set.  A  total  of  29  cross  sections  are  presented. 

He  Invite  your  attention  to  the  cross  sections  lar.edlately  downstream  of 
the  end  of  the  three-barrel  conduit.  He  tried  to  hold  the  top  of  slope 
for  the  Modified  channel  In  Its  presert  location  adjacent  to  the  Industrial 
park.  This  will  necessitate  tore  filling  to  flatten  the  slopes  to  receive 
riprap  rather  than  excavation,  which  would  have  encroached  upon  the  roads 
and  parking  areas  of  the  factories.  The  divide  between  the  floodway  and 
■edified  channel  would  then  he  excavated  to  the  extent  that  water  from  the 
floodway  channel  will  spill  over  Into  the  modified  channel.  Apparently, 
a  revision  to  the  drop  structures  will  be  required.  Your  coaaents  on  the 
layout  and  alignment  Is  requested. 

(5)  Two  prints  of  a  profile  alone  the  centerline  of  the  floodway. 

Based  on  the  hydraulic  data  you  tent  us,  dated  July  1?,  1976,  and  based 
on  Information  In  the  Phase  I  GOP,  the  floodway  channel  Is  level  at 
Elevation  621.1  from  Station  1KH20F  to  114+30F.  He  are  not  sure  that 
you  Intend  for  this  reach  to  be  level.  He  would  appreciate  your  converts 
on  this. 

(6)  Two  prints  of  Sheet  2  of  t  of  you r  hydraulic  data  dated  July  18, 
1978.  He  found  a  discrepancy  at  Station  105*00  In  the  data  presented  as 
we  have  noted  In  red.  Althouch  this  Is  a  lo cal lied  discrepancy,  we 
believed  that  you  would  want  to  check  Into  It. 

Regarding  the  rlprapped  drop  structures,  we  would  appreciate  a  set  of 
typical  drawings  that  you  have  on  this  type  of  structure. 

Very  truly  yours, 

GANNETT  FLEMING  CORDDRY  AND  CARPENTER,  INC. 


A.C.  HOOKE 
Heed,  Deai  Section 


ACH/wc 

Encls.  as  noted 
TMC3:03:4 
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OEP ARTHf  NT  OF  THE  ARMY 
BUFFALO  DISTRICT, CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
1776  NIAGARA  STREET 
BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK  1U207 

RE:  Contract  NO.  DACW49-78-C-0032  7  September  1978 

Dig  Creek  Flood  Protection  Project 
Cleveland,  Cuyahoga  County,  OH 


Albert  Hooke,  Head 
Dam  Section 

Gannett  Fleming  Corddry  &  Carpenter,  Inc. 
P.O.  Box  1963 
Harrisburg,  PA  17105 


Dear  Mr.  Hooke: 

The  purpose  of  this  letter  is  to  advise  you  of  changes  in  the  Big  Creek 

Flood  Control  projects  hydraulic  design  and  to  comment  on  your  22  August 

1978  submittals. 

The  railroad  alignment  shown  on  the  submittals  is  acceptable.  Please  keep 
us  advised  as  to  the  acceptability  of  this  alignment  with  the  railroad 
companies  themselves  and  any  related  changes  contemplated. 

The  discrepancy  noted  on  the  hydraulic  data  we  previously  supplied  you 
(STA105+00,  sheet  2  of  6)  is  noted.  The  watersurface  elevation  at 
STA1 05+00  provided  to  you  was  in  error.  Please  revise  the  elevation 
from  624.8  to  623.8. 

The  profile  along  the  centerline  of  the  floodway  between  STA  112+80F  and 
STA  114+80F  is  level  at  an  elevation  of  621.3.  The  profile  between 

STA  112+80F  and  STA  110+00  has  a  slight  slope  with  bottom  elevation  of 

621.3  and  621.1  respectively. 

The  hydraulic  design  has  been  altered  between  STA  92+OOF  and  STA  72+00  based 
on  the  information  you  provided  us.  Essentially  we  are  eliminating  the 
levee  that  separates  the  main  channel  flow  from  the  floodway  and  increasing 
the  combined  channel  flow  width  to  decrease  the  total  rock  excavation  and 
riprap  required.  We  anticipate  this  change  will  decrease  the  ultimate 
project  cost  as  well  as  being  more  environmentally  and  aesthetically 
acceptable.  The  hydraulic  changes  required  are  detailed  on  attachment  1. 
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I  will  forward  our  comments  regarding  your  typical  contract  drawing  for 
log  of  core  boring  shortly  along  with  the  riprapped  drop  structure 
drawing  you  requested. 


Incl. 
as  stated 


Sincerely  yours, 

DANIEL  D.  LUDWIG  * 
Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers 
Contracting  Officer 


OAMMiTl  H.E..hWi;  COKDDRV 
AMO  CARPENTtR,  INC. 
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September  IS,  1978 


’  r.  Georqe  I*.  Brooks,  Chief 
C  peratlons  and  ? 'alntcnance  -.upport  action 
Buffalo  l strict.  Corps  of  Engineers 
1776  Niagara  struct 
Buffalo,  HwTBrlt  18707 


UBTrCT:  Contract  No.  ~  AC\"49-78-C-0032 
Big  Creak  Flood  Protection  Project 
Cleveland ,  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio 


ear  v.r.  Brooks: 


V  i  have  completed  our  study  in  connection  with  the  diversion  channel 
and  are  submitting  herewith  the  following: 

(1)  Two  prints  of  a  General  Plan  of  the  r  tvorslon  Channel. 

(2)  Two  prints  of  a  Profile  along  the  Centerline  of  the 
r  tvarslon  Channel. 

(3)  Two  eats  of  Cross  Sections  of  the  reversion  Channel. 

(4)  Two  prints  of  an  Alternative  Paction  for  the 
P tvarslon  channel. 

la  laying  out  the  align  am  nt  of  the  diversion  channel,  the  channel  was 
positioned  ae  far  aa  possible  toward  the  relocated  Baltimore  end  Ohio  Railroad 
mainline  at  the  left  bank.  This  was  dona  In  order  to  keep  the  need  for  excavation 
of  the  waste  material  at  the  right  bank  to  a  minimum.  The  General  Plan  Is  based 
on  the  section  as  shown  on  tbs  cross  sections  and  not  as  shown  on  the  alternative 
section.  Please  note  that  an  the  General  Plan  we  have  shown  features  that  ware 
taken  from  a  1818  drawing  that  we  received  bom  the  C hassle  System,  speetfioally, 
these  ere  e  Municipal  Electric  Plant,  a  reservoir,  a  eonerata  retaining  wall,  and 
Big  Creek  at  Us  1118  location.  Based  on  the  location  of  those  1918  features, 
wa  have  shawm  an  the  General  Plan  an  aseuamd  location  far  the  too  of  hillside 
in  1911.  This,  whan  qasspssed  with  the  existing  loom t ion,  gives  aa  Indication 
of  the  extant  and  quantity  of  the  waste  material  in  the  landfill , 
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Environmentally,  the  wait*  material  la  a  concern  and  should  bo  given 
apodal  consideration,  The  aot  of  areas  sections  that  are  are  submitting  show 
ooo  way  of  providing  a  protoctlva  covering  on  the  exposed  cut  of  waste 
Material.  However,  we  do  not  know  if  this  would  be  an  accepted  envtreaaaeatal 
solution,  v  a  have,  therefore,  submitted  the  alternative  section  for  the  dlveratoo 
channel.  This  alternative  scheme  basically  Involves  excavating  a  sufficient 
aaMunt  of  waste  material  in  order  to  be  able  to  construct  a  levee  between  the 
diversion  channel  and  the  waste  material.  Although  this  scheme  would  be 
more  expensive.  It  has  the  advantage  of  completely  separating  the  waete  pile 
bom  the  diversion  channel.  Although  there  may  be  some  future  environmental 
problems  with  the  remaining  waste  material,  any  solutions  to  these  problems 
should  aot  offset  the  diversion  channel.  V.o  plan  to  present  in  the  Alternative 
Studies  Report  both  the  schema  as  shown  on  the  set  of  cross  sections  aad  the 
alternative  scheme.  A  discussion  on  each  schema  aad  a  cost  comparison  will 
be  presented  In  the  report.  You  might  want  to  have  your  Environmental  Section 
review  these  two  schemes  prior  to  completion  of  the  .Alternative  studies  Report. 

The  General  Plan  shows  the  location  of  the  Ctt  power  pole  and  two  guy 
wires  with  concrete  anchor*.  One  of  the  areas  sections  Is  cut  through  the 
power  pole.  The  power  pole  is  outside  of  the  diversion  channel;  however,  the 
concrete  anchors  for  the  guy  wires  are  in  the  diversion  channel  and  will  have 
to  be  removed.  Once  a  decision  is  mad#  on  the  diversion  channel  section,  a 
plan  and  sections  could  be  sent  to  CEI  for  the  purpose  of  locating  new  guy 
wires  and  anchors.  Because  of  the  Importance  of  the  power  pole,  we  recom¬ 
mend  that  riprap  protection  be  provided  on  the  left  bank  at  the  power  role 
location.  Riprap  extending  bom  a  point  about  $0  feet  upetream  from  the 
power  pole  and  prooeedlng  downstream  to  the  railroad  bridge  abutment  ehould 
provide  the  desired  protection.  V  *  recommend  a  minimum  riprap  thickness 
of  18  inches. 

Pleas*  not*  that  the  General  Plan  show's  the  addition  of  a  100-foot  long 
curved  flume  with  wlngwalls  downstream  of  the  planned  100-foot  long  flume 
under  the  Vest  2Sth  street  bridge  in  order  to  direct  the  flow  into  the  diversion 
channel. 


Very  truly  yours , 

GANNETT  fLEMINC  CORtTRY  AN:  CARPENTER,  INC  . 


A.  C.  HOOKE 

Head,  Earn  Section 


ACH/cb 

Ends,  aa  noted. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

BUFFALO  DISTRICT, CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 
1776  NIAGARA  STREET 
BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK  14207 


NCBED-DM  Re:  Contract  No.  DACW49-78-C-0032  26  September  1978 

Big  Creek  Flood  Protection  Project 
Cleveland,  Cuyahoga  County,  OH 


Mr.  Albert  C.  Hooke 
Head,  Dam  Section 

Gannett,  Fleming,  Corddry,  &  Carpenter,  Inc. 
P.O.  Box  1963 
Harrisburg,  PA  17105 


Dear  Mr.  Hooke: 

We  are  herein  submitting  our  comments  to  your  letter,  submitted 
15  September  1978,  regarding  the  diversion  channel: 

a.  The  stability  of  the  trash  pile  slope  adjoining  the  diversion 
channel  must  be  verified. 

b.  We  are  not  convinced  a  berm  is  required  along  the  trash  pile 
embankment  side  of  the  diversion  channel  for  maintenance  purposes 
since  the  channel  will  normally  be  dry.  We  are  aware  that  to  incor¬ 
porate  a  berm  in  the  design  increases  the  total  excavation  required. 
Consequently,  we  will  need  a  justification  for  the  berm  before 
accepting  it  in  the  final  design  (i.e.  slope  stability;  unusual  main¬ 
tenance  condition  anticipated;  stability  of  channel  .  .  .  ). 

c.  The  diversion  channel  velocities  are  above  six  fps  and  will 
require  riprap  protection  along  the  entire  reach  downstream  of  the 
flume  to  its  confluence  with  the  existing  Big  Creek  channel. 

d.  The  water  surface  and  ground  elevations  were  in  error  in  the 
profile  provided.  Please  note  the  information  provided  on  Attachment 
1  for  clarification  of  this  information. 


I  have  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  Phase  I  GDM  Report,  EM  1110-2-2102 
(Wateratops)  and  the  ETL's  you  requested  in  your  1  September  1978 


NCBED-DM 

Mr.  Albert  C.  Hooke 


letter.  This  completes  the  reference  material  you  requested  except 
the  Guide  Specifications  which  I  previously  advised  you  are  on  order. 


Sincerely  yours, 

DANIEL  D.  LUDWIG  j 
Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers 
Contracting  Officer 
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Engineering  Department 


October  2,  1978  FD/94 

File:  H- 10661 


£he$sie  System 

Operating  Headquarter*  Building 
P  0  Bo»  1600 
Huntington.  W.  Va.  25718 


Mr.  A.  C.  Hooke 

Head,  Dam  Section,  Hydraulic  Division 
Cannect  Fleming  Corddry  and  Carpenter,  Inc. 
P.  0.  Box  1963 
Harrisburg,  Pa.  17105 

Dear  Mr.  Hooke: 


Please  refer  to  your  letter  of  August  10  concerning  Track  Relocation,  Big  Creek 
Flood  Control  Project  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


He  have  reviewed  the  plans  furnished  and  have  the  following  comments: 


1.  Attached  are  one  copy  each  of  plans  for  the  two  bridges  (108  and  108/1) 
with  comments  marked  in  "red". 


2.  The  centerline  alignment  shown  on  the  preliminary  layout  shmet  is  accept¬ 
able  except  we  cannot  agree  to  the  use  of  a  #6  turnout  in  the  industrial 
park  south  and  west  of  Big  Creek.  This  turnout  should  be  a  #8  or  the 
present  track  between  creek  and  the  proposed  turnout  be  removed.  We  would 
also  like  to  have  the  C.T.  for  the  new  aide  track  at  Station  114+65  moved 
off  the  new  creek  bridge. 


3.  My  letter  of  June  19  erroneously  showed  a  vertical  curve  rate  of  change  of 
0.4  per  100  feet  for  main  line  sags.  This  should  have  been  0.2  per  100 
feet.  The  profile  should  therefore  have  vertical  curves  as  follows: 


Station  101 

200 

107 

100 

112 

100 

119 

100 

120 

200 

149 

280 

vc  not  100' 
is  ok. 

is  ok  for  the  side  track 
for  side  track,  not  50' 
for  main  line,  not  100' 
not  100' . 


4.  There  seems  to  be  some  confusion  regarding  width  of  roadbed  as  shown  on  the 
cross  sections.  The  main  track  roadbed  should  be  at  least  26  feet  tdiile  the  side  track 
needs  only  24  feet.  We  noted  the  cross  sections  show  as  little  as  22  feet  for  the  main 
track  which  is  unacceptable. 


5.  We  also  noted  riprap  designated  for  several  points  on  bank  but  none  for  the 
north  (railroad)  side.  We  suggest  the  railroad  embankment,  especially  where  new  fill 
will  abut  the  creek,  should  be  protected. 

Very  truly  yours, 

(/  J.  W.  Brent 
Chief  Engineer 


T  h«  Ck«Mpc«lct  and  Okio  Railway  Company 


Tha  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company 
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£he$sie  System 

Mr.  A.  C.  Hooke 
October  2,  1978  FD/94 
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cc:  Mr.  George  Brooks 

Dept,  of  Army  Corps  of  Engineers-Buf falo  District 

1776  Niagara  Street 

Buffalo.  New  York  14207 

Mr.  A.  M.  Schuh 

Mr.  E.  M.  Cummings 

Mr.  C.  L.  Bialik 


the  Cnessie  System  railroads  ire  me  C40.  B40,  wu  and  affiliated  lines  Chessie  Systam.  Inc. 
■  a  ina  parani  lot  me  railroads.  Chessie  Resources.  Inc  ,  Western  Pocahontas  Corp  and  the  Greenbrier 


B3-4P 


